2027 Theme Graphic Organizer: Innovation in History

Innovations have shaped history in countless ways. Some innovations create
immediate change, while others influence people, ideas and events over many

years. Every innovation has an impact, but that impact can be positive, negative

£ or a combination of both. Rather than trying to research an entire field of
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innovation—such as transportation, medicine or communication—look for a

g it ' specific invention, individual, discovery or idea that interests you. A focused topic
will allow you to better analyze how an innovation made an impact, influenced
others and created change throughout history. Let's use the funnel graphic

organizer below to help us narrow down our ideas.

Theme:

General Topic/Interest:

Narrow Topic:

*Consider: people, places,
ideas, or events connected

BEST Narrow Topic: to your general topic.*




Now, consider your BEST narrow topic idea. What innovation is at the center of your topic? What problem or need
inspired this innovation? What impact did it have when it was introduced? Who or what did it influence? Did it create
lasting change or more short-term change? Were there unexpected consequences? How did people respond to the

innovation, and how has its influence continued over time?

Your thesis statement should include:

BB topic/theme words immediate impact  long-term significance

Thesis Statement Draft:

Full Thesis Statement:
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2027 Theme Graphic Organizer: Innovation in History

Innovations have shaped history in countless ways. Some innovations create

immediate change, while others influence people, ideas and events over many

years. Every innovation has an impact, but that impact can be positive, negative

"""" or a combination of both. Rather than trying to research an entire field of
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L AL ~ specific invention, individual, discovery or idea that interests you. A focused

innovation—such as transportation, medicine or communication—look for a

topic will allow you to better analyze how an innovation made an impact,
influenced others and created change throughout history. Let's use the funnel

graphic organizer below to help us narrow down our ideas.

Theme: Innovation in History

General Topic/Interest: Education Rights

Narrow Topic: Integration, disability
rights, gender equity, student free
speech

*Consider: people, places,
ideas, or events connected
to your general topic. *

BEST Narrow Topic:

Ohio School for the
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Now, consider your BEST narrow topic idea. What innovation is at the center of your topic? What problem or need
inspired this innovation? What impact did it have when it was introduced? Who or what did it influence? Did it create
lasting change or more short-term change? Were there unexpected consequences? How did people respond to the

innovation, and how has its influence continued over time?

Your thesis statement should include:

BBl  topic/theme words immediate impact  long-term significance

Thesis Statement Draft:

BSOS EAE RN Prior to the 18t century, students who were blind or visually impaired
were usually taught by self-trained tutors and reserved for children of the wealthy.

Innovation: Impact, Influence, Change: Opened in 1837, the Ohio State School for the Blind
transformed education through innovative, specialized instruction and accessible learning tools.

Immediate Impact: The school provided state-funded education to students who had previously
been excluded from public schools.

Long-Term Significance: The school led to long term impacts on the equity of education for
students including the creation of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.

Full Thesis Statement:

Before the 18th century, educational opportunities for students who were blind or visually
impaired were limited to wealthy families who could afford private tutors. The opening of the

Ohio State School for the Blind in 1837 transformed education through innovative,
state-funded specialized instruction and accessible learning tools, providing educational
opportunities for students who had previously been excluded from public schools. Its impact
extended far beyond Ohio, influencing the development of specialized education, expanding
educational equity for students with disabilities and changing how schools across the United
States approached accessibility and inclusion.
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Innovations have shaped history in countless ways. Some innovations create
immediate change, while others influence people, ideas and events over many

years. Every innovation has an impact, but that impact can be positive, negative

or a combination of both. Rather than trying to research an entire field of
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innovation—such as transportation, medicine or communication—look for a
RRREE : 5 specific invention, individual, discovery or idea that interests you. A focused topic
will allow you to better analyze how an innovation made an impact, influenced

others and created change throughout history. Let's use the funnel graphic

organizer below to help us narrow down our ideas.

Theme: Innovation in History

General Topic/Interest: Rock n” Roll Music

Narrow Topic: origins of rock n’ roll,
the British Invasion, cultural impact,
music technology

*Consider: people, places,
ideas, or events connected

BEST Narrow Topic: to your general topic. *

King Records
influence on rock n’
roll
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Now, consider your BEST narrow topic idea. What innovation is at the center of your topic? What problem or need
inspired this innovation? What impact did it have when it was introduced? Who or what did it influence? Did it create
lasting change or more short-term change? Were there unexpected consequences? How did people respond to the

innovation, and how has its influence continued over time?

Your thesis statement should include:

BBl  topic/theme words immediate impact  long-term significance

Thesis Statement Draft:

FIEEREA e During the mid-20t century, the American music industry had many
workplaces that were divided by racial segregation which limited the collaboration between

Black and white musicians and restricting opportunities for Black artists and employees.

Innovation: Impact, Influence, Change: From 1943 to 1971, Cincinnati's King Records
transformed the music industry by adopting innovative, racially integrated hiring practices and
bringing together musicians from diverse backgrounds to create, record, manufacture,
distribute and promote music under one company.

Immediate Impact: King Records provided opportunities for Black artists and employees in all
areas of the business while encouraging collaboration between musicians from different racial
and musical traditions, leading to new sounds and the early development of rock and roll.

Long-Term Significance: King Records influenced the future of American music by shaping rock
and roll while demonstrating that integrated workplaces and diverse creative collaboration could
drive both cultural change and greater social and economic equity.

Full Thesis Statement:

At a time when racial segregation limited opportunities in the music industry, King Records
revolutionized music by pioneering integrated hiring practices and fostering collaboration
between musicians of different racial and musical backgrounds. The company’s innovative
approach immediately expanded opportunities for Black artists and employees while creating
new musical styles, and its lasting influence transformed American popular music and
demonstrated how diversity and inclusion could inspire cultural and social change.
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