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Friends and partners of the 

Ohio History Connection,

History never stops teaching, surprising, or 

inspiring us—and this past year has been no 

exception. Despite challenges, I’m struck by 

how much momentum we’ve gained across the 

organization. The transformative projects we 

have long envisioned are no longer distant plans; 

they are taking shape before our eyes. We fi nd 

ourselves on the cusp of a new chapter—one 

where bold ideas, deep-rooted partnerships, and 

community-centered work are positioning us for 

a truly extraordinary future.

Several long-planned construction and 

revitalization projects recently have reached 

inspiring milestones.

Work continues on the Ohio Village revitalization, 

which will transform this beloved space on the 

campus of the Ohio History Center in Columbus 

into a vibrant destination for learning, leisure, 

play, and entertainment. A preview of Phase 1 is 

slated for Summer 2026, marking the beginning 

of a new era for the Village—one that broadens 

its reach and reimagines its role for future 

generations. This work is part of our long-term 

vision of Campus 2.OH, an eff ort to reimagine 

the Ohio History Center, Ohio Village, and 

the Collections Care Center as an integrated, 

welcoming campus in Columbus.

In Marietta, our partnership with the Northwest 

Territory Museum Society and Washington 

County Public Library is bringing the new 

Ohio River Museum ever closer, with doors 

expected to open in 2027.

Preparations also continue at Fort Laurens,

where the museum and exhibits will be renewed 

in time for the 250th anniversary of Ohio’s only 

Revolutionary War fort in 2028—an opportunity 

to elevate an essential chapter of our state’s 

early history.

Our commitment to community-centered 

history continues to grow. The Poindexter 

Village African American Museum in Columbus 

is advancing steadily and will honor the legacy 

of one of the nation’s fi rst public-housing 

communities while creating a vibrant hub for 

cultural connection, education, and storytelling. 

With an opening planned for 2028, this project 

stands as a powerful example of how history can 

help shape a more inclusive future.

Also in Columbus, at the Ohio Expo Center, the 

Ohio Showcase Building—a 55,000-square-

foot anchor featuring a major exhibit on Ohio’s 

people and places—will open in time for the 

2026 Ohio State Fair to tell Ohio’s story to 

countless fairgoers.

Finally, our stewardship of the Hopewell 

Ceremonial Earthworks remains a defi ning 

responsibility. This year, we advanced essential 

visitor experience enhancements, site 

maintenance, and trail planning to ensure that 

the UNESCO World Heritage inscription not only 

protects these sacred places but elevates them 

as a source of pride, connection, and wonder for 

generations to come.

As I refl ect on the year, I’m fi lled with gratitude—

but also with a profound sense of possibility. To 

our staff , board members, donors, members, 

volunteers, Tribal and community partners, and 

visitors: Thank you. Your passion, expertise, and 

belief in this work fuels our progress. Together, 

we are standing at the threshold of an infl ection 

point in the lifespan of the organization—

embracing the present, sharing the past, and 

transforming a stronger future for all Ohioans.
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A quick overview of major projects 
which advanced signifi cantly this year, 
refl ecting meaningful progress in 
preservation, construction, community 
engagement, and long-term planning 
across the organization.

BUCKEYE PAST

Coming in 2027, BuckeyePAST (Preservation 

Assets Support Tool) is a custom software 

solution to support the activities of the State 

Historic Preservation Offi  ce (SHPO).

CAMPUS 2.OH

This project’s focus is to revitalize the Ohio 

History Connection’s Columbus campus, 

including the Collections Care Center, Ohio 

History Center and Ohio Village through 

a multi-phased project. Work has already 

begun on Ohio Village to transform into a 

destination for education, leisure activities 

and entertainment. Phase 1 coming 

Summer 2026.

OHIO RIVER MUSEUM

The Ohio History Connection is being 

joined by the Northwest Territory Museum 

Society and the Washington County Public 

Library to construct a new Ohio River 

Museum, coming in 2027.

FORT LAURENS 250TH

Fort Laurens is the site of Ohio’s only 

Revolutionary War fort will be renovated 

along with museum and its exhibits in time 

to mark the 250th anniversary of the 

fort’s establishment.

POINDEXTER VILLAGE AFRICAN 
AMERICAN MUSEUM

This project will preserve and honor one of 

the nation’s fi rst public-housing communities 

and transform the remaining buildings into 

a vibrant center for history, education, and 

community, ensuring these stories continue 

to inspire future generations. Coming in 2028.

OHIO SHOWCASE AT THE EXPO CENTER

The Ohio Showcase will be a new 

55,000-square-foot centerpiece at the Expo 

Center featuring a permanent exhibit about 

Ohio’s people, places, and achievements 

alongside a food hall and fl exible event 

spaces. Opening Summer 2026.

HOPEWELL CEREMONIAL EARTHWORKS 
VISITOR EXPERIENCE IMPROVEMENTS

These ancient, sacred earthworks—inscribed 

on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 

2023—deserve protection and interpretation 

for generations to come. This project 

covers several areas, including from visitor 

experience to maintenance to trail planning. 
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MAJOR PROJECTS 
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Site Operations, Education and Interpretive Programs

State Archives and Library

Historic Preservation O�ce

Capital Projects 

Management and General

Development

Contribution Services

EXPENSES
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State General Revenue Fund

State Capital Projects

Contracts and Grants

Contributions (Financial, Materials and Services)

Earned Revenue

Investments

Total: $35,707,000 

SUPPORT
AND

REVENUE

475  

volunteers donated 

nearly 25,000 hours of 

service, providing a value 

of $867,784 in support.
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