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Bringing Children’s Voices into the Social Studies Classroom 
 
 

Resource Grade: Social Studies Standard(s) 

If You Were a Kid Series K: 2, 3 
1st: 2, 7 

Children’s Voices in the Library of Congress: 
Letters of Notable Americans Blog (Library of 
Congress) 

K: 2, 3 
1st: 2, 7 
2nd: 2, 4, 9 

How Have Children Helped Their Communities 
by Caring for the Environment? Blog (Library of 
Congress) 

1st: 2, 7 
2nd: 2, 4, 9 
3rd: 1, 3, 8 

“Heaps of Fun”: Games, Rhymes, and Riddles in 
the Library’s Collections Blog (Library of 
Congress) 

K: 2, 3 
1st: 2, 7 
2nd: 2, 4, 9 

Hide and Seek: Finding Kids in the Archives Blog 
(Ohio History Connection) 

1st: 2, 7 
2nd: 2, 4, 9 
3rd: 1, 3, 8 

Children's Lives: Comparing Long Ago to Today 
Primary Source Sets 
(State Historical Society of Iowa) 

1st: 2, 7 
2nd: 2, 4, 9 
3rd: 1, 3, 8 

“The Magic Tree House Series Inspires Curiosity 
at Any Age” Advice Column (NEA Today) 

1st: 3, 5, 6, 7 
2nd: 4, 6, 8, 9, 11 
3rd: 1, 3, 8 
4th: 3, 4, 7 

The Civil War Through a Child's Eye Lesson Plan 
(Library of Congress) 

3rd: 1, 3, 8 
4th: 2 
5th: 3, 8, 9, 10 

What Can a Toy Tell Us About Race? Blog (Ohio 
History Connection) 

1st: 2, 7 
2nd: 2, 4, 9 
3rd: 1, 3, 8 
4th: 2 

Children's Lives at the Turn of the Twentieth 
Century Primary Source Set (Library of Congress) 

3rd: 1, 3, 8 
4th: 2 

Child Labor and the Building of America Lesson 
Plan (Library of Congress) 

3rd: 1, 3, 8 
4th: 2 
5th: 3, 8, 9, 10 

The Story of our Quilt Lesson Plan (WOSU) 3rd: 1, 3, 8 
4th: 2 
5th: 3, 8, 9, 10 

“The mystery ancient toys puzzling 
archaeologists” Article (BBC) 

6th: 2, 7, 8, 9 
7th: 1, 2, 8 

https://www.rainbowresource.com/if-you-were-a-kid-series
https://blogs.loc.gov/families/2024/03/childrens-voices-in-the-library-of-congress-letters-to-notable-americans/
https://blogs.loc.gov/families/2024/03/childrens-voices-in-the-library-of-congress-letters-to-notable-americans/
https://blogs.loc.gov/families/2024/01/how-have-children-helped-their-communities-by-caring-for-the-environment/
https://blogs.loc.gov/families/2024/01/how-have-children-helped-their-communities-by-caring-for-the-environment/
https://blogs.loc.gov/families/2023/06/heaps-of-fun-games-rhymes-and-riddles-in-the-librarys-collections/
https://blogs.loc.gov/families/2023/06/heaps-of-fun-games-rhymes-and-riddles-in-the-librarys-collections/
https://www.ohiohistory.org/hide-and-seek-finding-kids-in-the-archives/
https://history.iowa.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/childrens-lives-comparing-long-ago-to-today
https://history.iowa.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/childrens-lives-comparing-long-ago-to-today
https://www.nea.org/professional-excellence/student-engagement/tools-tips/magic-tree-house-series-inspires-curiosity-any-age
https://www.nea.org/professional-excellence/student-engagement/tools-tips/magic-tree-house-series-inspires-curiosity-any-age
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/civil-war-through-a-childs-eye/
https://www.ohiohistory.org/what-can-a-toy-tell-us-about-race/
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/childrens-lives-at-the-turn-of-the-twentieth-century/
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/childrens-lives-at-the-turn-of-the-twentieth-century/
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/child-labor-and-the-building-of-america/
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/child-labor-and-the-building-of-america/
https://wosu.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/bpscap/t/bates/more-to-me-than-what-you-see-gr-4/
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20220816-the-worlds-oldest-toys-what-toys-were-used-in-the-past
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20220816-the-worlds-oldest-toys-what-toys-were-used-in-the-past
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8th: 1, 6 
Modern History: 1 
American History: 1 

Back in 1734 Lesson Plan (The Gilder Lehrman 
Institute of American History) 

 3rd: 1, 3, 8 
4th: 2 

24 Hours in ______ Series 3rd: 1, 3, 8 
4th: 2 
5th: 3, 8, 9, 10 

Youth and the National Community Lesson Plan 
(Facing History & Ourselves) 

6th: 10 
American History: 1, 2, 3, 21 
Modern World History: 15, 16 

Teacher’s Guide: Analyzing Primary Sources 
(Library of Congress) * 

1st: 2, 7** 
2nd: 2, 4, 9** 
3rd: 1, 3, 8** 
4th: 2** 
5th: Varies** 
6th: Varies** 
7th: 1** 
8th: 1** 
American History: 1, 2, 3** 
American Govt.: 3** 
Modern World History: 1, 2, 3** 

Creating a Primary Source Archive Lesson Plan 
(Library of Congress)* 

1st: 2** 
2nd: 2, 4, 9** 
3rd: 1, 3, 8** 
4th: 2** 
5th: Varies** 
6th: Varies** 
7th: 1** 
8th: 1** 
American History: 1, 2, 3** 
American Govt.: 3** 
Modern World History: 1, 2, 3** 

 

*Consider challenging your students to find primary sources centered on the 

experiences of children as they explore your latest unit in history class. For younger 

students, this can be adapted by selecting the primary sources to use ahead of time. 

For older students, have them independently work to create their own primary 

source archive.  

**Standards covered will vary according to topic covered by primary source 

selection. 

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-resources/lesson-plan/back-1734
https://www.mombooks.com/?s=24+hours+in
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/youth-national-community-0
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.loc.gov/static/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/documents/Analyzing_Primary_Sources.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/creating-a-primary-source-archive-all-history-is-local/

