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1.) Theme- A good History Day project always starts with the year’s theme. 

Ex. Frontiers in History: People, Places, Ideas 

2.) General Interest- Pick a something that you or your group are 
interested in and that fits with the theme. 

Ex. The Civil War 

3.) Broad Topic- To guide your research, choose a smaller topic 

within your general interest. 

Ex. Causes of the Civil War 

4.) Narrow Topic- After you do some research, you can 

narrow your topic even more. 

Ex. The Fugitive Slave Act 

5.) Historical Argument- once you have a narrow 

topic you’ll begin to come up with research questions 

and an argument. We’ll cover this more in the 

Historical Argument section. 



 

THEME 

Frontiers in History: People, Places, Ideas 

GENERAL INTEREST 

BROAD TOPIC 

NARROW TOPIC 

THEME 

Frontiers in History: People, Places, Ideas 

GENERAL INTEREST 

BROAD TOPIC 

NARROW TOPIC 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J6dBT58bJsL5LWvhIcL83W350pUiiFa1_VL-Vj2pJq8/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J6dBT58bJsL5LWvhIcL83W350pUiiFa1_VL-Vj2pJq8/copy
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https://www.loc.gov/
https://dp.la/
https://www.ohiomemory.org/
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Groppo, Martha. “Uncovering Nellie Bly.” 

Kaleidoscope 10.41 (2012): 1-12. Print. 

This source is a peer-reviewed article published 

in the University of Kentucky journal, 

Kaleidoscope. This is a biography about Nellie 

and specifically mentions information about her 

detractors. I will use this source to talk about 

her detractors in my paper. 

Nellie Bly’s career as an investigative reporter 

Nellie Bly was one of the first female 

investigative reporters and went to great 

strides to make her case to the reader. 

“Bly's investigative journalism captured the 
minds and hearts of her readers” (Stevens) 

https://www.noodletools.com/


 

Author/ Creator : Type of Source (Book, Website, Article Etc.):  

Title: Briefly describe the source and what information it contains:  

Name of Publication: 

Date Published : 

Publisher : 

City Published In: 

URL:  

 

What did you learn from this source?: 

 

 

 

Write any quotes you want to save and include the location (page number, website heading, video minute): 

 

 

 

Write the page number or webpage title of any images or other materials you might use in your Project: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1P729hnBMadmADtSSzovGORA6pOCyx1pzHk59-bo5d3E/copy
https://www.ohiohistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/RESEARCH-NOTES-ORGANIZER-Fillable.pdf
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WORKSHEET: WRITING RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

 

Directions: This worksheet should be done after you’ve started your research. In Part I: Write down what you know and what you want to know about your 

topic. In Part II you will brainstorm some research questions using the prompts. Google Doc. PDF. 

 

Your Topic:  

What I know 

Write down some things you already know about your topic through your research. This will give you good context to come up with questions. 

 

 

What I want to know 

Write as many questions as you can, related to your topic. Mark each question with a “C” for Closed (the question can be answered with a quick google 

search), or “O” for Open (you need more research and multiple sources to answer your question). 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/144j6mk31FzX6_S10xJKPciYUv_TU7Tt68sOWNaCaVRE/copy
https://www.ohiohistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Research-Questions_Worksheet-Fillable.pdf


 Part II: Remember, a good historical question will help you investigate your topic’s cause and effect, multiple perspectives, and the short- and long-term 

impacts. Brainstorm some questions to about your topic. Use two or three of these questions to help guide your further research.  

Category Example: The Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 Research Questions for Your Topic 
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Directions: Once you’ve started your beginning topic research, fill out Steps 1 and 2. You should 
complete Steps 3 and 4 after you’ve done additional secondary source research into your topic. Step 5 
will help you revise your thesis statement – you should wait until you feel like you are “done” with your 
research to fill in these steps. Remember this is just a guide! Google Doc. PDF. 
 

STEP 1: DRAFT Create a first draft of your History Day thesis in three sentences. Replace the 

underlines with your own words answering the questions in parentheses. 
 

Sentence 1: Before Your Main Event 
In ________________ (time-period) the issue in ____________________________________ (place) was 
____________________________________________________________________________ (problem).  

 
Sentence 2: The Five W’s 
In/On _____________ (specific year/date) _____________________________________________ (who: 
person/group) _________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________(what the person/ group did) 
because/in order to ______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ (why/motivation).  

 

Sentence 3: Impact in History 

Shortly after, _________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ (describe short-term impact/s). 
This changed history because/by _________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ (describe long-term impact/s). 

 

STEP 2: COMBINE Combine your sentences into one thesis. Copy your finished sentences from 

above without the describing words in parentheses. Paste them into the box below. Keep your 
sentences in the same order. 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1--swmd_akNMmrN2trIMq2Vplf2Ao5Y4MvryYZwrDL28/copy
https://www.ohiohistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Youth-Thesis-Madlib_Fillable.pdf


 

STEP 3: BRAINSTORM THEME Brainstorm your theme connection. Fill in the blanks with your 

own words.  

Debate and Diplomacy: There was a debate between______________________________ (two or more 

people or groups) over _____________________________________________________ (topic) because 

______________________________________________ (the reason for debate). To resolve the issue, 

the different sides _________________________ (diplomatic effort and/or debate) through 

_____________________________________________________________ (methods of 

communication). This resulted in _______________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ (results of 

diplomatic exchange or debate). It was a ___________________ (Success and/or Failure) because 

_____________________________________________ (short or long-term consequences). 

STEP 4: ADD IN THEME Copy your thesis from the box in Step 2. Paste in the box below. Think 

about where the theme fits in your thesis. Revise your thesis to include your ideas on debate and 
diplomacy from Step 3. Think about whether the debate or diplomatic effort was a success or failure, 
and what consequences resulted. 

 
STEP 5: REVISE Your thesis statement is a work in progress. Copy your thesis statement from Step 4. 

Paste in the box below. Edit your thesis to make changes. Think about making your argument stronger, 
as well as adding in any new supporting evidence from your research.
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http://www.ohiohistoryday.org/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
http://www.wisc.edu/writing/
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1a3bEsqLZl7KwU8RfR3PaKvK2B4u7q3Lq4f9wrEX5MSw/copy
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aCkUrfHNpMlFlafFClmb7TlNlTNXjoOW3epLaOW_K-4/copy
https://www.ohiohistory.org/getmedia/5b3996db-0303-45eb-9deb-567330dcd872/Youth-Performance-Organizer_Fillable
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