


 I am a world traveler, having journeyed to many 
impressive sites in more than seventy countries. Ohio is 
one of the ancestral homes of the Shawnee people, who 
came from the east and lived in the Ohio Valley for three 
hundred years – long before American settlement. The 
first time I saw the Hopewell earthworks in Newark, I 
experienced a shock of disbelief. I had never heard of 
any of the Hopewell Ceremonial Earthworks! Yet, there 
before me lay an extensive, intricate array of earthen 
walls and landscapes - earthworks built by Native 
Americans nearly two thousand years ago, carrying 
one basketful at a time. These places embody precision 
and beauty, containing mathematical complexities in 
their design and astronomical alignments to the sky. My 
Shawnee ancestors protected and preserved them so we 
can appreciate them today. The day I first visited Newark, 
I made a commitment to learn all I could about all of the 

Hopewell Ceremonial Earthworks, to 
teach others about them, and to preserve 
them. Join me!  

Glenna J. Wallace
Chief of the Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma
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 TARLTON, ATHENS, HOCKING REGION
The historic towns of Circleville and Lancaster, along 
with Tarlton (with its Cross Mound), approximate the 
route of the Great Hopewell Road between Newark and 
Chillicothe. Many parks and nature preserves fill the 
Hocking Hills region centered between Lancaster and 
Athens, a site of important Adena-era settlements. 

 FLINT RIDGE, COSHOCTON, MARIETTA
Fascinating ancient flint quarries lie just east of Newark; 
beyond are the interesting historical towns of Coshocton 
and Somerset. At the mouth of the Muskingum, 
well preserved remnants of the impressive Marietta 
Earthworks still stand among the beautiful streets and 
houses of Ohio’s earliest Euro-American settlement. 
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Quadranaou Mound, Marietta
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ORIGINS
Ancestors of today’s American Indians created, in 
southern and central Ohio, the largest concentration 
of geometric and monumental earthen architecture in 
the world. The cultural traditions and achievements of 
these indigenous people are today called “Hopewell” – 
the name given by archaeologists to this flowering of 
achievement in the Ohio valley between 2000 and 1600 
years ago. 

The builders of the earthworks lived in tiny, dispersed 
settlements; their way of life was based on hunting and 
foraging, but also domesticated many plant varieties. 
Over just a few generations, they gathered, organized, 
and worked together to plan and build monumen-
tal public works on an astonishing scale, with precise 
geometric shapes and astronomical alignments. Using 
precious materials brought from distant places, they 
created ceremonial artifacts of exquisite beauty and 
deposited them in the mounds. Their achievements 
made them a dominant cultural influence across much 
of North America.

THE HOPEWELL CEREMONIAL EARTHWORKS
Eight earthwork complexes in Ohio are being nominat-
ed to the prestigious UNESCO World Heritage List, as 
they give especially eloquent testimony to the brilliance 
of these ancient people. The enormous scale and com-
plexity of the earthworks is evident in precise geometric 
enclosures (squares, circles, and octagons) as well as 
hilltops sculpted to enclose vast, level plazas. All are ex-
ecuted with precise forms, techniques, and dimensions, 
consistently deployed across a geographic region ex-
tending for hundreds of miles. Many include alignments 
not only with the sun’s annual cycle, but also with the 
far more complex risings and settings of the moon. The 
ceremonial importance of these places is also evident in 
the remains of monumental timber structures at these 
sites, and in the elaborate ritual objects that were left 
within them.

Introduction

Walls of Fort Ancient (above) and 
the Newark Octagon (below).
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UNESCO World Heritage Sites already inscribed 
include the Pyramids of Giza, the Great Wall of 
China, the Grand Canyon, the Statue of Liberty, 
and (shown here) Stonehenge. 

HOPEWELL IN CONTEXT
The influence of these Hopewell cultural traditions was 
evident across much of North America from about AD 1 
to 400. Compared with the preceding and overlapping 
Adena traditions, the range of influence and the scale of 
the architecture became far greater. Though gradually 
reclaimed by forests after AD 400, the earthwork sites 
continued to be revered by American Indians. In the 
nineteenth century, these sites became the focus of the 
new discipline of American scientific archaeology, even 
as the Indian populations of Ohio were being forcibly 
removed, and their cultures repressed. Today, stories 
and values held by American Indian communities are 
helping us appreciate their ancestors’ creations more 
deeply.

UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE
In 1972, inspired by the US's National Park system, the 
United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Orga-
nization (UNESCO) established the World Heritage Pro-
gram to recognize cultural and natural treasures around 
the world that have “outstanding universal value” for all 
of humanity. Over 190 countries participate, and more 
than 1,000 sites have been inscribed on the World Her-
itage List. These include 23 so far in the United States; 
we intend for our Hopewell Ceremonial Earthworks to 
join them soon.

Visitor Information
Great Circle Earthworks  
and Museum 
455 Hebron Rd., Heath, OH 43056
40.041847 N  82.428293 W 
Museum phone: (740) 344-0498  
Earthworks open daylight hours.  
For museum hours call or visit 
ohiohistory.org/visit.

 Newark’s Great Circle Earthworks, along with the 
Octagon (see page 6), are remnants of the vast Newark 
complex – at more than four square miles, once the largest 
set of geometric earthworks in the world. Today, the walls 
of the Great Circle’s spectacular earthen gateway rise 
to 14 feet. Enhanced by a deep interior ditch, this ring 
of earth is one of the most monumental creations of the 
Hopewell era and remains a place of quiet grandeur. The 
Great Circle was preserved as the county fairgrounds in 
the 1850s (Buffalo Bill brought his “Wild West Show” 
here in 1884), and as a resort and amusement park in the 
1890s. A public park since 1925, it has been under the care 
of the Ohio History Connection since 1933.

James and Charles Salisbury’s 
1862 survey of the Newark 
Earthworks. (Courtesy: American 
Antiquarian Society)

The Shaman of Newark
The exquisite Shaman of Newark 
was found in the large, central 
mound of the elliptical burial area. 
It appears to be a priest or shaman 
wearing a bear skin and holding a 
human head. Bears are prominent 
in American Indian tradition; bear 
regalia was still featured in sacred 
dances when settlers arrived in the 
area. (Ohio History  
Connection)

  

Newark’s Great Circle Earthworks

The Newark Great Circle’s 
Monumental Gateway.
(Photo: Timothy E. Black)

OHIO AND WORLD HERITAGE
In 2008, three properties in Ohio were placed on the 
US Tentative List for future consideration: the Hopewell 
Ceremonial Earthworks (featured here), Serpent 
Mound (see page 28) and the sites of Dayton Aviation. 
World Heritage Ohio is the committee of owners, man-
agers, interpreters, and other stakeholders currently 
preparing the Hopewell nomination for submission in 
the next few years. UNESCO World Heritage inscription 
brings worldwide recognition, deeper appreciation, and 
enhanced conservation – plus increased tourism. The 
Hopewell Ceremonial Earthworks inscription will have 
a positive economic and cultural impact in many central 
and southern Ohio counties, not only where these sites 
are located but also along the scenic and historic routes 
connecting them.

For information and updates on the path to UNESCO 
World Heritage inscription, or to get involved as a friend 
of the process, visit: worldheritageohio.org.

Introduction continued…
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(Photo:  
Corson  
Hirschfeld)

Many materials used in Hopewell 
artistry came from far away, such as 
mica, pearls, copper, and obsidian.



4

 BRONZE MODEL
In front of the museum, a relief model provides an orien-
tation to the original extent of the Newark Earthworks. 
Ancient American Indians planned and built these geo-
metric figures and wide roadways with astonishing pre-
cision. (Besides the Great Circle and the Octagon, a tiny 
piece of the square also survives – Wright Earthworks, 
visible at 154 James Street; 40.048304 N, -82.423542 W.)   

NINETEENTH CENTURY MAPS
Several maps were made of the Newark Earthworks, 
even as most of the walls were disappearing beneath 
the growth of the town. The Salisbury brothers’ survey 
of 1862 (see page 3) is the most comprehensive and ac-
curate in showing the original extent of the complex – 
including the now-destroyed Cherry Valley Ellipse with 
its many burial mounds. 

 MUSEUM
A 1,000-square-foot exhibit includes an interactive video 
program, plus other displays offering an orientation to 
the Newark Earthworks – a timeline of Ohio's ancient 
cultures and an explanation of why American Indians 
regard Newark’s earthworks as a sacred site. The exhibit 
also details how the Octagon Earthworks align with the 
rising and setting of the moon.

 MONUMENTAL GATEWAY
The entrance to the Great Circle is the most dramatic 
architectural feature of any Hopewell earthwork. The 
continuous slope of wall and ditch increases the gran-
deur and offers a fitting preparation for the vast interior. 
The walls diminish in height from over 14 feet at this 
grand entranceway, to just five feet at the far perimeter.

 INNER DITCH
The ditch provided much of the soil for the construc-
tion of the wall but was also lined with clay and stone 
so it could hold water. The earliest archaeologist to visit 

1

This model shows the Newark Earthworks complex 
as surveyed in the 1840s by Ephraim Squier and 
Edwin H. Davis for their publication (the first by the 
new Smithsonian Institution), Ancient Monuments 
of the Mississippi Valley. 

the site reported water still standing in it. Here, as at 
other Hopewell sites (Fort Ancient and Mound City, for 
example), the builders were clearly using water – its 
movement and reflections – as a feature of the design. 
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 OUTER EMBANKMENTS
Two low earthen walls remain from the nearly-continu-
ous embankments that once enclosed the entire New-
ark Complex. Obviously not literal barriers, they still 
marked off sacred space and channeled movement. The 
Civilian Conservation Corps camped here in the 1930s, 
building the caretaker’s house and a picnic shelter, and 
restoring damaged portions of the earthworks.

 BORROW PIT
The large, low-lying area around the parking lot was 
one of the sources for the soils used to construct the 
Great Circle’s wall. The earth was dug with small hand 
tools made with animal bones and wooden sticks, then 
carried in woven baskets and laid down on the walls 
with care. During the site’s fairgrounds and resort days, 
this area was filled with water and used for boating and 
swimming.
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The Great Circle was known as the “Old Fort” in the 
1800s, on the mistaken assumption that its original 
purpose was military. (Engraving by Benjamin Lossing: 
Ohio History Connection)

Newark’s Great Circle continued…

A COMMUNITY EFFORT
With their vast scope and precision, the Newark Earth-
works were an enormous project of planning and con-
struction. People moved seven million cubic feet of 
earth, one basket-load at a time. The evidence suggests 
this was achieved by cooperative rather than coercive 
means. In many of today’s American Indian groups, 
everyone’s labor is a gift, freely-given for the benefit of 
shared aims and needs.

The Eagle Mound 
building, based on 
1928 excavations by 
Emerson Greenman. 
(Diagram and Interior 
view: The Ancient 
Ohio Trail)

5

 GREAT CIRCLE INTERIOR
With a diameter of almost 1200 feet (four modern city 
blocks), the Great Circle is one of the largest surviving 
Hopewell geometric figures. The wall’s inward face was 
constructed using a bright, yellowish soil and contrasted 
with a brown exterior. Imagine the solemn ceremonies 
taking place on this gigantic disc, suspended above the 
water, and enclosed by a golden ring.

 EAGLE MOUND
Though probably not intended as a bird effigy, the three-
lobed mound in the center of the Great Circle covers 
the post pattern of a timber-framed council house or 
ceremonial building. A large fire burned inside, though 
unlike similar structures at other sites, there were no 
graves. Two long screen-walls extended from either side 
of an entrance facing the Great Circle’s gateway.

THE WATERY BENEATH WORLD
One of three levels in Woodland Indian cosmolo-
gy, the earth where we live is brought into being 
between the sky world (of the Sun, the Thunder-
ers, wind, and lightning) and the beneath world (of 
the Moon, water, and the Underwater Panther). 
Water-filled ditches reflect both sky and earth 
within the water itself; several at Fort Ancient still 
do. (See photo page 26).
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Visitor Information Newark’s Octagon Earthworks are the most 
astonishingly precise of the Hopewell ceremonial sites in 
both form and function. A perfect, 20-acre circle, connects 
to a symmetrical, 50-acre octagon whose open corners 
are marked by flat-topped mounds. The walls form a 
near-perfect “artificial horizon” across which the long and 
complicated cycle of moonrise and moonset positions is 
encoded. Most prominent is the long central axis: it aligns 
to the place on the horizon where the moon rises at its 
northernmost point – every 18.6 years. This monument 
embodies Hopewell geometric and astronomical 
knowledge at its most sophisticated. 

Octagon Earthworks
125 N. 33rd St., Newark, OH 43055
40.053164 N  82.446444 W
Phone: (740) 344-0498 
Earthworks open daylight hours.
Visit Nearby: Historic Granville, 
Alligator Mound, Columbus and 
The Ohio History Center, and 
Flint Ridge. For Licking County 
resources, visit: explorelc.org. 
For more on earthworks in the 
area consult the “ROUTES” 
page on ancientohiotrail.org.

The moon returns to its northernmost 
rising position every 18.6-years. 
(Digital Image: The Ancient Ohio Trail)

Newark’s Octagon Earthworks

Minimum northern moonrise 
along the Octagon’s 
southeastern wall in 2015. 
(Photo: Timothy E. Black)

 VIEWING PLATFORM
Near the parking area, an elevated platform offers views 
over the parallel-walled avenue connecting the Obser-
vatory Circle with the Octagon. The remarkable preci-
sion of the earthen walls – their perfectly straight, flat, 
eye-level crests – has been well preserved through the 
site’s modern uses, first as a National Guard camp and 
then as a golf course after 1910.

 OBSERVATORY CIRCLE
Like all Hopewell geometric earthworks, the Newark 
complex was built on the second terrace above its ad-
jacent river – a clear level surface beyond the reach of 
flooding. Past the northern arc of the circle, the land 
drops sharply to the first, lower terrace (from where 
soil was drawn for the construction), and then to the 
waterway below.

 OBSERVATORY MOUND
From atop this mound, Newark’s lunar spectacle is most 
vividly experienced. Once in a generation, across the 
Circle and Octagon to its farthest gateway, and then in a 
perfectly straight line to the distant horizon, the moon 
returns (over several consecutive months) to its north-
ernmost rising. In 2005-06, modern people witnessed 
this alignment for the first time.

LUNAR KNOWLEDGE
The American Indian astronomers of ancient Newark 
would have needed several generations of careful ob-
servation to discover and record how the moon moves 
in the sky. Moonrise positions swing back and forth be-
tween the northeast and the southeast every 28 days. 
The angle of those swings grows slowly for 9.3 years 
toward a maximum, and then reverses, at the same rate, 
to a minimum.
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Delaware Grand Council 
Chief Linda Poolaw 
(“Moon” – The Ancient  

Ohio Trail)

A section of the Circle, with 
Observatory Mound in the distance. 

 GRANDMOTHER MOON
“But the moon is a woman...we identify her as 
'she'....One of the Canadian sisters has taught me 
that when our people go, our females, and that 
moon is full, they're dancing around the moon. 
And that's when we have our ceremony, and we 
talk to them, and we send them our prayers, so 
they can take them on to the Creator. But every 
time I see the full moon, I think about…our 
ancestors, my mother and all of them, dancing 
around the moon.” 

 THE GREAT HOPEWELL ROAD
Just outside the southeastern Octagon gateway lie two 
fragments of the low walls that once interconnected the 
whole Newark complex. A wide, parallel-walled roadway 
extended south-southeast from here at least 6 miles 
(possibly many more) precisely in the direction of Chill-
icothe. There, the largest concentration of Hopewell 
earthworks included the circle-octagon of High Bank.
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Visitor Information
Mound City 
16062 State Route 104
Chillicothe, OH 45601
39.375901 N 83.006590 W 
Phone: (740) 774-1126 
Site open daylight hours.  
For museum hours call or see  
nps.gov/hocu.
Visit Nearby: Historic Chilli-
cothe, the Adena Mansion and 
Gardens. 
For Ross County resources 
see visitchillicotheohio.com. 
Between Chillicothe and  
Newark, visit Circleville, Tarlton, 
and Lancaster (Pickaway and 
Fairfield counties); consult the 
“ROUTES” page on  
ancientohiotrail.org.

 Two-dozen densely clustered mounds are surrounded 
here by a low earthen wall, and mark locations where 
shrine buildings once stood. They were places of prayer 
and feasting, remembrance and healing, cremation and 
burial, and many other rites of passage. The site was intact 
in the forests when first surveyed in the 1840s, but then 
was farmed for decades before being nearly leveled as part 
of Camp Sherman, a World War I training center. Mound 
City became a National Monument in 1923 and careful 
restorations followed; in 1992 it became the headquarters 
of a renamed and expanded Hopewell Culture National 
Historical Park.

Bird effigy pipe from Mound City.
(Engraving: Squier and Davis, 1848)

Mound City Mounds fill the ancient Hopewell 
necropolis of Mound City.

Mica grave found beneath Mounds 
12 and 13. (Digital Image: The Ancient 
Ohio Trail)

The walls of the Octagon retain 
their perfect, eye-level crests.

8

Newark's Octagon continued…

ORDER AND GENIUS
“The physical scale and precision of (ancient 
Newark) is a great accomplishment, but the 
fact that this structure simultaneously encodes 
geometrical and astronomical information is an 
astounding and highly motivating discovery for 
any society that makes it. Even today, modern 
physicists are motivated in a sense by the same 
kind of dual desire… the passion, in fact, to 
find a correspondence between mathematical 
symmetry and natural phenomena. That is a very 
powerful discovery, and I think that we’re dealing 
with something like that here.” 

Professor Ray Hively  
of Earlham College 

(“Order, Science, and Human 
Understanding” – The Ancient 

Ohio Trail)

Key positions of the moonrise during its long, 
complex pattern are captured across lines or points 
of the Octagon Earthworks. (After Hively and Horn)

The Circle’s diameter is 1054 feet. From Observatory 
Mound to the center of the Octagon is exactly twice that 
dimension. A square of that dimension touches four corners 
of the Octagon. The extreme precision here has been 
verified recently with LiDAR (an aerial laser survey). The 
same dimension is present at other earthwork sites in the 
region including High Bank, the only other circle-octagon. 
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 VISITOR CENTER
The museum here offers an orientation film, an interac-
tive video program, and the chance to examine many of 
the most spectacular artifacts that were deposited be-
neath the mounds – among them mica mirrors, copper 
ornamental regalia, and animal effigy tobacco smoking 
pipes. The terrace offers a striking view of the mounds 
and (in winter) the eastern horizon beyond.

 PAIRED MOUNDS
Just inside the west gate, two mounds on the left 
(Mounds 12 and 13) cover the remains of a two-room 
connected structure. Inside were several graves, one 
covered with a large blanket of shimmering mica sheets. 
The floor plan of this double building resembles a larg-
er (and probably later) one at the Seip Earthworks (see 
page 21).  

 MOUND OF THE PIPES
Near the southern corner of the enclosure, Mound 
8 contained a large bag filled with over 80 beautifully 
carved animal effigy smoking pipes. All of them had 
been purposely burned and broken before being buried 
– probably in a ritual act to release their spiritual power 
and transport them to the world of the dead. 

 SHRINE BUILDINGS
Mound 15 is left unreconstructed in order to show 
the plan of its ceremonial building – a typical round-
ed-corner rectangle with opposite doorways, just like 
the Mound City complex as a whole. Following its ritual 
use, each building was taken down or burned, and its 
remains covered by one of the mounds we see today, 
often composed of many alternating layers of clay and 
sand.  
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Mound City continued…

5

Floor plan of a typical ritual building from 
Mound City. (Mound 10; After Brown)

A copper effigy from the Central Mound 
depicts the hallucinogenic Amanita 
mushroom. (US National Park Service)

In this photomontage, Mound City’s 
southwestern borrow pit again evokes the 
“Watery Beneath World” of Indian tradition. 

11

CEREMONIAL RITUALS
The ancient celebrants and visitors to Mound City 
would have moved among both finished mounds 
and functioning buildings. Inside the buildings, 
elaborate ritual dramas evoked the journey of 
the afterlife, balancing the powers of the cos-
mos. Symbolic objects and regalia were crafted 
from precious materials brought from distant re-
gions. Fires burned in clay basins. The bodies of 
deceased kin were dismembered and cremated, 
their ashes then entombed in the building’s floor.  

 CENTRAL MOUND
The largest here is Mound 7, covering an elaborate com-
plex of tombs. Some were enclosed in timber canopies 
or covered with bark sheets; all were encircled by a curv-
ing fence. On the sunken floor of one building, a crema-
tory altar echoed, again, Mound City’s rounded-rectan-
gular shape. That sunken floor was later filled, and an 
identical altar was built directly above the earlier one. 

 BORROW PITS
Outside the enclosing wall are eight constructed pits. 
Not just left-overs from the extraction of soil for the 
mounds, they were carefully lined with clay in order 
to hold water. These ponds are positioned around the 
Mound City enclosure in the same pattern that a set of 
marine shell vessels were placed around the Central 
Mound’s similarly-shaped crematory altar. 

6

 EASTERN HORIZON
Mound City’s eastern horizon is dominated by a line of 
prominent hills called the Mount Logan Range (featured 
on Ohio’s Great Seal). Viewed from Mound City, they 
center on due east, marking symmetrical sight lines to 
the northern and southern minimum moonrises (over 
the end peaks) and the summer and winter solstice sun-
rises (over the outer bases of the same hills).

 NATURE AND RIVER TRAILS
North of the enclosure a trail winds through the young 
forest and beside giant sandstone blocks remaining 
from a nearby Ohio and Erie Canal lock. A paved walk 
navigates the steep embankment beside the Scioto Riv-
er; directly across is the wide terrace site of the Hopeton 
Earthworks, likely built as a ritual pair with Mound City.
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Key lunar and solar rise point 
alignments are defined by the 
Logan Range, as seen from 
Mound City. (After Hively and Horn)
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Visitor Information
Hopeton Earthworks 
990 Hopetown Road,  
Chillicothe, OH 45601
39.379195 N  82.981015 W 
Phone: (740) 774-1126  
Earthworks open daylight hours. 

 On a broad terrace above the Scioto River, directly 
across from Mound City, lies the Hopeton Earthworks. 
The walls of its giant earthen square were 12 feet high 
in the mid-1800s, and although plowed down gradually 
during decades of agriculture, they remain visible 
today as gentle rises in the ground. With the benefit 
of new interpretive mowing and wayside signage, a 
visit to Hopeton conveys perhaps more vividly than 
anywhere else the vastness of the Hopewell constructed 
landscape. Hopeton Earthworks was designated a 
National Historic Landmark in 1964 and Congress 
authorized its acquisition by the National Park Service 
in 1980. Recent research here has made some startling 
discoveries.

Hopeton Earthworks
A planting and mowing program 
makes the Hopeton Earthworks 
visible again. (Photo: First Capital 
Aerial Media)

The earthworks show clearly 
in this aerial photo from 
1938. (Photo: US Department of 
Agriculture)

 SITE ACCESS
From a small parking area off of Hopetown Road, a trail 
leads through a grove of walnut trees, then follows the 
edge of the terrace, from which there are views out 
over the vast expanse of the earthworks. Overlooking 
the remains of the giant square, a wayside area provides 
informational signage. 

 GEOMETRY
The 20-acre circle’s diameter is 1054 feet, the same as 
several others in the region, and is joined to an irreg-
ular, 20-acre square over 900 feet on each side. There 
were two smaller circles on the higher ground along the 
square’s eastern edge, and a pair of 2,400-foot long par-
allel walls headed southwest, perfectly framing a vista of 
the winter solstice sunset. 

 THE SCIOTO VALLEY
Up and down this broad valley, and to the west along 
Paint Creek, the ancient American Indian builders laid 
out many huge, geometric earthworks. Spectacular 
earthworks were also built in the Great and Little Miami 
valleys (to the west), and in the Muskingum watershed 
(Newark and Marietta). But the greatest concentration 
is here in the Hopewell heartland.

 WALL CONSTRUCTION
Archaeological work at Hopeton has revealed the details 
of wall construction. Upon a carefully excavated sub-soil 
surface, the builders arranged a variety of soil types 
in layers that were kept highly distinct, apparently for 
both aesthetic and practical reasons. The inward-facing 
surfaces were a yellow clay (like Newark’s Great Circle), 
while the outsides were treated in more reddish tones. 

 GIANT WOODHENGE
Using both magnetometry and excavation, archaeolo-
gists recently discovered that giant timber poles once 
ringed Hopeton’s large circle. At a uniform 20 foot spac-
ing, these poles formed the largest Hopewell wood-
henge yet known. Evidence is mounting that many (if 
not most) earthworks were preceded by arrays of tim-
ber poles or other monumental wooden architecture.
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Archaeologist Mark Lynott uncovered the 
elaborate methods of wall construction at 
Hopeton in 2003. (Video Still: The Ancient 
Ohio Trail)

Squier and Davis’s 1848 map of 
Chillicothe shows many geometric 
earthworks in the vicinity.
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The square and two small circles appear in this 1840s engraving 
by Ephraim Squier, who remarked that the 12-foot high walls were 
flat on top and “could admit the passage of a carriage.” The parallel 
walls remain obscured in the forests beyond.
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Visitor Information
High Bank Works
High Bank is located southeast 
of Chillicothe, but remains a 
research preserve and is open 
to the public only by special 
arrangement. Contact the park 
at (740) 774-1126 for more 
information.

 The circle and octagon at High Bank form a remarkable 
pair with Newark’s, the only other such combination the 
Hopewell ever built. High Bank’s main axis is at exactly 
90 degrees to Newark’s, and the cross-axis of its octagon 
points to the moon’s northernmost rising at this latitude. 
Other features align to rise and set points of the sun, 
as well as the moon. In the mid-1800s, the walls of its 
octagon were measured as equivalent to Hopeton’s – 12 
feet high and 50 feet wide. After decades of increasingly 
destructive agriculture, High Bank became part of 
Hopewell Culture National Historical Park in 1992.

High Bank Works

BELOW-GROUND ASSETS
Even when the ancient walls are not visible on the sur-
face, their precise foundations can be detected by new 
technologies, revealing the original widths of the walls, 
and the soil choices and layers used by the builders. This 
means much of the detailed sophistication of Hopewell 
earthwork design and construction is still there to be 
studied.

The circle and octagon at High Bank 
are similar to Newark’s. (Digital Image: 
The Ancient Ohio Trail).

THE ANCIENT TEAYS VALLEY
The Scioto River southeast of Chillicothe enters a long, 
wide, and unusually straight valley – a leftover from 
the ancient, pre-glacial Teays River that flowed out of 
West Virginia and northward through here before turn-
ing toward the Mississippi. The glaciers dammed it up, 
forming new channels including the current Ohio River. 
When the glaciers retreated, about 14,000 years ago, the 
new Scioto River began to flow in this leftover valley – in 
the opposite direction.

Remote-sensing survey of the High Bank Works. 
(Magnetometry data: Jarrod Burks, US National 
Park Service, The Ohio State University, and the 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History)
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INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE
The precise geometry and astronomy embodied 
in these monuments reveals the brilliance of their 
ancient American Indian designers. With intellec-
tual capabilities the equal of any other civiliza-
tion's (including ours), and with the technologies 
available to them, they encoded their knowledge 
about their world in these elaborate works of land-
scape architecture. They had a deep and intimate 
understanding of the interrelationships among 
the earth and sky, the land around them, and the 
ecologies of the eastern woodlands. Their works 
of art and architecture can teach us to appreciate 
our familiar hills and rivers, flora and fauna, and 
cosmic patterns, in new ways. 

HIGH BANK’S ALIGNMENTS
Besides its solar and lunar alignments, the site’s princi-
pal long axis aligns directly to other major earthworks 
stretching from Chillicothe southeast into the ancient 
Teays Valley. New research is suggesting more long-dis-
tance alignments among earthworks and between earth-
works and prominent surrounding hills.

The wide, ancient Teays Valley 
south of Chillicothe.

High Bank’s lunar and solar alignments. 
(After Hively and Horn).
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Visitor Information
Hopewell Mound Group 
4731 Sulphur Lick Road 
(Township Highway 114X) 
Chillicothe OH, 45601
39.361561 N  83.085807 W 
Phone: (740) 774-1126  
Earthworks open daylight hours.

 In the early 1890s, it was here that archaeologists 
found the most extensive evidence of the ceremonial 
ways of its ancient builders. So they named the whole 
culture after the landowner at the time, one M. Cloud 
Hopewell. Here were the most mounds, the largest 
mound, the most graves, the largest enclosure, and the 
most dazzling array of exotic materials, many of them 
fashioned into exquisite ritual artifacts. In 1992, the 
130-acre earthwork became part of Hopewell Culture 
National Historical Park, and with new types of scientific 
exploration it continues to reward us with deepening 
knowledge of the brilliant American Indian culture that 
now bears its name.

Hopewell Mound Group

Mound 25 as it appeared in the 1840s. (Engraving 
by Ephraim Squier from his and Edwin H. Davis’ 
Ancient Monuments of the Mississippi Valley)

The largest of the Hopewell 
culture’s enclosures was a 
composite design with hilltop, 
irregular, and geometric 
features. (Digital Image: The 
Ancient Ohio Trail)

 SITE ACCESS
Seven miles west of downtown Chillicothe (and along 
the 30+-mile Paint Creek Recreational Trail) the site’s 
parking area and orientation signage mark the start of 
a 2.5-mile loop trail. It explores the northern plateau’s 
well-preserved walls and ponds, then returns across the 
vast expanse of the enclosure, passing the now-subtle 
remains of its major features.

 SCATTERED SETTLEMENTS
Small, extended-family hamlets were widely dispersed 
along the region’s waterways. These have been found 
outside the earthworks, such as here at Hopewell 
Mound Group, though never inside the sacred enclo-
sures. It is remarkable that these small, scattered pop-
ulations successfully engineered such vast and sophisti-
cated public works; constructing and gathering at these 
places helped knit their society together. 

 NORTHERN WALLS AND DITCHES
Views from the upper terrace encompass the 110-acre 
irregular enclosure, plus the 20-acre square to the east. 
In the forests, especially at the western end, walls and 
ditches remain intact, deliberately lined to hold water like 
those at Fort Ancient, Newark, and Mound City. In at least 
three places the earthen walls closed off small ravines.
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A well-preserved section of the 
northern enclosure wall. 
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Hopewell Mound Group continued…

 MOUND 25
The largest mound ever built by the Hopewell culture 
in Ohio is surrounded here by a D-shaped embankment 
wall. A gigantic three-roomed timber hall once stood 
here. On its prepared floor, the ancients built fires, 
prepared their dead for burial, and laid down glorious 
arrays of artistry in copper, obsidian, mica, and pearls. 
The final mound was over 500 feet long, 180 feet wide, 
and 30 feet high.

EXOTIC ARTIFACTS
Giant ceremonial blades were masterfully chipped out 
of obsidian from Yellowstone. Abstract shapes were 
hammered and cut from Lake Superior copper. Human 
and animal forms were created from gleaming mica 
sheets from the Smoky Mountains. All this artistry re-
flected the makers’ deep understanding of the natural 
world around them and their cosmological beliefs; it 
often accompanied their relatives as they passed from 
this world to the next. 

THE WORLD’S COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION
Held in Chicago in 1893 (marking 400 years since Co-
lumbus’ landing), the fair included many of these spec-
tacular objects. Archaeologist Warren King Moorehead 
had been recruited to find artifacts that could suitably 
convey the brilliance of Ohio’s early American Indian 
cultures. As visitors and researchers alike became en-
thralled with the exhibited objects from Mr. Hopewell’s 
farm, the culture’s name, and its fame, were secured. 
Many pieces went on to Chicago’s Field Museum.

 THE FLINT MOUND
Near the center of the site, a large mound was built over 
the remains of a building where more than 8,000 flint 
discs had been laid down, carefully arranged in small 
bundles. Weighing several tons, they had been carried 
here from quarries near the Ohio River in Harrison 
County, Indiana, more than 200 miles away.

 SMALL CIRCLE
About 400 feet southeast of the Flint Mound lies the 
smaller of two circular enclosures. Although missed 
by Squier and Davis, this 90-foot diameter ring made a 
surprise appearance in 2002 when National Park Service 
archaeologists were using remote sensing equipment in 
this area for the first time.

 GIANT WOODHENGE
A huge ring of timber posts was encircled here by a deep 
ditch. Four wide gates divide the ring into quarters, 
while four earth ovens (large enough to prepare great 
feasts) form a square in the center, one in each quarter. 
The northwestern gate is aligned to the summer solstice 
sun as it sets over the nearby hillside, suggesting the 
possible timing of these spectacular gatherings.

Copper artistry from Mound 25. (Digital 
Collage: The Ancient Ohio Trail)
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Inside the Flint Mound House. 
(Digital Image: The Ancient Ohio Trail)

The larger circle was a woodhenge 390 
feet in diameter. (Magnetometry data: US 
National Park Service)
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HERITAGE AND PRESERVATION
Although the Hopewell Ceremonial Earthworks 
are now preserved for future generations, it was 
not always so. In the 19th and 20th centuries, set-
tlement, agriculture, and urban growth destroyed 
many of Ohio’s 600+ earthen enclosures. People 
looted mounds and earthworks, and early archae-
ologists used damaging excavation methods. 
Today, with increasing respect for indigenous cul-
tures and improved archeological methods, em-
phasis has shifted to preservation and cultural un-
derstanding. Tribal nations are regularly consulted 
about site management and preservation. Collab-
orative research with American Indian tribes and 
scholars is yielding new perspectives on the con-
tinuing meaning and value of these sacred places 
– not only for the builders’ descendants but for all 
people – enriching their outstanding universal val-
ue to humanity.

Remote sensing image of Mound 25 and 
its D-shaped enclosure. (Magnetometry 
data: German Archaeological Institute.)
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BIRTH OF AMERICAN ARCHAEOLOGY
Euro-Americans first entered the Ohio Country 
and encountered the forest-covered earthworks in 
the 17th and 18th centuries. Native people in the 
area had no definite traditions about these sites; 
knowledge had been lost to the devastating dis-
eases and dislocations brought by European colo-
nization. The mystery of “Who built the mounds?” 
inspired many often-bizarre theories, and also 
the earliest systematic archaeological work, but 
only as government policies were forcefully re-
moving all American Indian tribes from Ohio in 
the mid-1800s. By the 1890s, the new science of 
archaeology had established the American Indian 
authorship of the mounds and earthworks beyond 
reasonable doubt. Yet the sites themselves were 
being destroyed by farms, canals, towns, and in-
dustries.

 THE SQUARE
At 850 feet on a side, the square at Hopewell is similar 
in size and orientation to Mound City. Like several other 
Hopewell earthen squares in the region, it contains soil 
that is distinctly red from burning and is aligned (along 

its northwest-to-southeast diagonal) with the winter sol-
stice sunrise. The wall and ditch where it joins the large 
enclosure are relatively well preserved.

18
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Visitor Information
Seip Earthworks 
7058 US 50 (East) 
Bainbridge, Ohio 45612
39.240520 N  83.221067 W 
Phone: (740) 774-1126  
Earthworks open daylight hours.
Visit Nearby: Southwest 
from Bainbridge, the Arc of 
Appalachia’s Forest Museum 
(and nature preserves) 
arcofappalachia.org, Fort 
Hill Earthworks, and Serpent 
Mound (Adams County 
adamscountytravel.org). Also 
consult the “ROUTES” page on 
ancientohiotrail.org.

 The Seip Earthworks are the best preserved of a set 
of five huge, similar, three-part geometric enclosures in 
the immediate vicinity of Chillicothe. At the center of its 
110 acres stands (a reconstruction of) one of the largest 
Hopewell mounds ever built. Excavations in the 1920s 
revealed the plan of a large building containing several 
elaborate graves and sumptuous deposits of burned and 
broken objects. Portions of Seip and its large, central 
mound were long under the care of the Ohio History 
Connection before becoming part of Hopewell Culture 
National Historical Park in 2014. The park’s mowing 
program allows its huge, geometric perimeter to be 
visible again.

Seip Earthworks

 SITE ACCESS
A small parking area and picnic shelter stand beside US 
50, three miles east of Bainbridge, Ohio. In this beau-
tiful section of the Paint Valley, enclosed by wooded 
hills, lie remnants of several geometric earthworks, of 
which Seip is the best preserved. Trails lead to the large 
Seip-Pricer Mound, to the earthwork’s other remnants, 
and to the riverbank. 

 TRIPARTITE EARTHWORKS
Four other nearby earthworks were composed of the 
same geometric figures –large circle, small circle, and 
square—with each having the same dimension at all five. 
Although combined in different ways, these repeated 
shapes and sizes suggest sophisticated methods of plan-
ning and construction, probably by a small team of ar-
chitects, and probably for consistent symbolic purposes. 

 WORKSHOPS
Near the restored wall segments and gateway, several 
building foundations have been investigated. These 
have been interpreted as workshops where craftspeople 
or ritual specialists practiced. The distinctive floorplan 
of each structure—rectangular with rounded corners—is 
a hallmark of Hopewell architecture.

 SEIP-PRICER MOUND AND BIG HOUSE
Beneath the large mound lie the foundations of a re-
markably large, precisely gridded, three-chambered 
ceremonial hall or “Big House.” Inside were log-lined 
tombs and prepared clay altars where the honored dead 
were cremated and esteemed objects were burned and 
broken in sacrificial rites. More than 100 men, women, 
and children were laid to rest inside.
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The Seip-Pricer Mound, with 
segments of the large circle's 
enclosure wall.
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Five earthworks in the vicinity use the same three 
geometric units, with identical acreages. (After DeBoer)

This exquisitely abstracted tortoise-
shell swan is about 8 inches long. 
(Ohio History Connection)

The Big House at Seip closely resembled 
another at the Liberty Earthworks south of 
Chillicothe. (After Greber)



THE GREAT MULTIPLE BURIAL
At the west end of the Big House, four young adults and 
two infants were buried in a log tomb along with sump-
tuous wealth – more than a thousand pearls, plus cop-
per plates and hair ornaments, bear canine necklaces, 
mica cutouts, and much more.

FIVE EFFIGY PIPES
A set of oversized pipes were deposited in a low mound 
built over the Great Multiple Burial, likely sculpted by 
master carvers in the Tennessee River valley of Alabama. 
The mound was then covered with a woven shroud 
pegged down with more than a hundred deer bone pins.

BURNT OFFERING
A 12 by 40-foot oval basin was dug into the floor of the 
Big House, its clay surface baked red by intense fire. 
Among all the ash and charcoal were thousands of 
burned and broken artifacts – copper beads and ear-
spools, flint and obsidian knives, mica cutouts, thou-
sands of shell beads, and animal teeth (raccoon, fox, 
mountain lion – even alligator and shark). Apparently all 
these objects had been, in the words of the excavator, 
ceremonially “killed… that they might accompany the 
spirits of the dead.”

Seip Earthworks continued…

This beautiful and mysterious clay head was 
found at Seip. (Photo: Ohio History Connection)
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Drummers accompany visitors from the 
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma, at 
Newark’s Great Circle in 2013. (Photo: 
Timothy E. Black)

A copper breastplate from Seip shows 
geometric designs resembling the 
earthworks. (Ohio History Connection)
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 SEIP CONJOINED MOUND
A smaller swelling of the earth is the remains of the Seip 
Conjoined Mound. Excavations (1906 to 1909) revealed 
a three-roomed timber building with 28 log tombs ar-
rayed across the floor. In a large clay altar, 43 people had 
been cremated, then laid to rest in the tombs with many 
copper, mica, shell, bone, and stone objects. The build-
ing was then burned, and the charred remains of its 
three chambers buried in the three lobes of the mound.

6

NATIVE CEREMONY
At the core of American Indian cultural values is 
the understanding that all things – humans, an-
imals, plants, rocks, water, air – are living, are 
connected, and deserve respect. Everyday tasks 
are marked by honor and appreciation, reflected 
in ceremonies. The legacy of the Hopewell tradi-
tion shows the importance of ceremonial life in all 
things – extravagance in material artistry, preci-
sion in earthwork design, and elaboration in the 
rituals of death and burial. Marking the paths of 
the sun and moon, the earthworks determined the 
times for ceremonies when (as still today in Native 
communities) large gatherings occurred in public 
spaces, accompanied by feasting, gifting, danc-
ing, and ceremonial games.

 THE PAINT VALLEY
An observation platform near the riverbank offers views 
of the ecological and natural setting. In antiquity, Amer-
ican Indians would arrive here by canoe, having jour-
neyed from their scattered settlements along the nearby 
waterways. They came both to help build the earth-
works and then to join the social and ritual gatherings 
that knitted their far-flung communities together.

Large areas of woven fabric cling to this 
20-inch-long copper celt found at Seip. 
(Ohio History Connection)

The Seip Conjoined Mound in 1906, before it 
was excavated. (Photo: Ohio History Connection)

Excavations in 1966 revealed part of the stone 
ring that encircles the Seip-Pricer Mound. 
(Photo: Ohio History Connection)

ORDER AND COMMUNITY
Many ancient societies designed their monumen-
tal architecture to reflect the types of order that 
they experienced in the world – most often what 
we call astronomy and geometry. Precise geomet-
ric shapes give order to space, while movements 
of the sun and moon give order to time. These 
ordering principles helped the Hopewell Cere-
monial Earthworks to embrace and reassure the 
gathered community – connecting their lives and 
activities with conceptions of the infinite, the di-
vine or spiritual, or the absolute.
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Visitor Information
Fort Ancient 
6123 State Route 350
Oregonia, OH 45054
39.406876 N  84.088958 W 
Phone: (513) 932-4421  
Open times are seasonal (daily 
in summer, weekends in winter); 
For more information call or visit 
ohiohistory.org/visit.
Visit Nearby: Historic 
Lebanon and other 
Warren County attractions 
(ohioslargestplayground.com). 
Also in southwest Ohio, visit the 
Pollock Earthworks, Cincinnati, 
and the two Miami Valleys; 
consult the “ROUTES” page on 
ancientohiotrail.org.

 Fort Ancient is the largest and best preserved of the 
Hopewell culture’s hilltop enclosures. The high plateau is 
ringed by a complex array of walls, gateways, ponds, and 
ramps, beyond which forested ravines fall away steeply, 
except at the northeastern edge. The northern section was 
crossed in 1800 by the first stage route from Lebanon to 
Chillicothe (SR 350 today), and early settlers marveled 
at the ancient walls. In the later 1800s, picnickers by 
the hundreds traveled by train from Cincinnati to visit 
the “fort,” but the preservation of the site was only 
ensured when the archaeologist Warren King Moorehead 
advocated for it to become Ohio’s first state park in 1891.

Fort Ancient

 THE FORT ANCIENT MUSEUM
The Ohio History Connection’s exhibits here present 
the history of American Indians in Ohio, from their ear-
liest post-glacial arrival, through the Adena, Hopewell, 
and Fort Ancient cultures, to 18th and 19th century 
Euro-American settlement and the ensuing conflicts – 
including the tragedy of Indian Removal.
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Fort Ancient’s two miles 
of walls and ponds 
enclose over 100 acres. 
(Digital Image: The 
Ancient Ohio Trail)

 THE NORTH FORT
Outside the museum is the large open space of the 
North Fort, the last part of the earthwork to be built. 
The tallest walls, at 23 feet, stand against the site’s only 
level perimeter, to the northeast. Inside, four stone-cov-
ered mounds form a near-perfect square with solar 
and lunar alignments. A line connecting two of these 
mounds bisects the lobby of the museum.

 TWIN MOUNDS
Outside the northeastern walls, two large mounds 
frame the modern road (State Route 350), still creat-
ing a gateway to the site. In antiquity, a set of parallel 
walls extended 2,800 feet to the northeast. Nearby, the 
Mound Trail loops among 11 small burial mounds on 
the adjacent eastern plateau.
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The now-lost parallel walls followed the subtle 
ridge between the upland drainage of Fort 
Ancient’s two adjacent ravines, before encircling a 
mound on the far side of Middleboro Road.



 WALLS AND PONDS
Fort Ancient is a very complex composition of earth, 
stone, and water. The undulating earth-walled boundary 
is interrupted by 84 openings and paralleled on its inte-
rior by a similar number of constructed ponds. Some 
still hold water. With so many gaps, and the “moat” on 
the wrong side, and little evidence of warfare, this so-
called “fort” was clearly not built for defense.

 STONE CIRCLES
In the Middle Fort, and behind the Museum, several 
stone circles (both discs and rings) have been detect-
ed. The builders carried many tons of stone up from 
the valley below, to use not only for small features like 
these, but also to surface the walls, buttress the gateway 
openings, and pave long ceremonial pathways near the 
three primary gates.

 CRESCENT GATEWAY
Most of the mounds within and around Fort Ancient, 
including these crescents, are spatial markers more 
than burial structures. These crescents frame move-
ment through the Middle Fort, where the subtle undu-
lations of the adjacent earthworks and the landscape are 
at their most visible and beautiful (especially October 
through April).

 GREAT GATEWAY
This was the northern entrance to the oldest part of the 
enclosure. The approach from the Middle Fort crosses 
land that was built up as part of Fort Ancient’s design – 
a process that involved filling the two adjacent ravines. 
Passing through the Great Gateway into the South Fort, 
a small stone mound stands to the right.

 LUNAR AND SOLAR ALIGNMENTS
The square of stone-covered mounds is about 525 feet 
on a side (half of the often-used 1054-foot dimension). 
The southwestern mound aligns through three gateways 
with the summer solstice sunrise and the minimum and 
maximum northern moonrises. The northwestern 
mound aligns through another gateway with the winter 
solstice sunrise. Both sunrises are marked by festivals.

Fort Ancient continued…

 MOOREHEAD CIRCLE
Near the southwestern stone mound lie the recent-
ly-discovered remains of a ring of timber posts. This 
160-foot diameter woodhenge surrounded a shallow pit 
filled with bright, orange-red, burned soil, surrounded 
by parallel rows of stone paving suggesting an ancient 
theater. These strange features show there is far more 
to learn about how the earthwork sites were used.

A pond in winter holds earth and sky in the 
“Watery Beneath World” of Indian tradition.

Uncovering the “red heart” at the 
center of the Moorehead Circle. 
(Photo: Robert V. Riordan)
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 PICNIC AREA
During the Great Depression of the 1930s, an Afri-
can-American team of the Civilian Conservation Corps 
worked and camped at Fort Ancient. They built several 
structures including the picnic shelter and concessions 
building, and installed drains in many of the ancient 
ponds to prevent them from collecting water. (In rainy 
seasons we can still appreciate the ones they missed.)

 EARTHWORKS TRAIL
A marked trail follows the interior edge of the ponds 
and walls of the South Fort; we can notice the differ-
ent ways the builders used the landforms to create their 
ditches and walls. The trail drops into two of the site’s 
deepest ravines. These were originally dammed up by 
the earth wall, creating especially deep ponds.

 NORTH OVERLOOK
The last retreating glaciers (about 14,000 years ago) 
re-routed old rivers and formed new ones, carving nar-
row gorges like that of the Little Miami beneath Fort 
Ancient. The forested valley view stretches beyond the 
I-71 highway bridge to a distant water tower – the walls 
of Fort Ancient, if unwrapped, would extend all the way 
to that point.

 TERRACE AND CONNECTOR TRAILS
From the North Overlook, a branching trail descends 
the steep hillside. A fork to the right leads to the recre-
ational trail at the bottom of the hill; to the left follows 
one of three ancient, level terraces carved into the steep 
hillside. Many burials were in this area and also along 
the southern and northeastern exteriors of the South 
Fort walls. 

 FORT ANCIENT CULTURE
In the open center of the South Fort, archaeologists 
found the remains of a village built and inhabited by In-
dians between the years 900 and 1250. There was anoth-
er village of the same period at the bottom of the hill, 
near where the bridge and canoe livery are now. These 
people, who came 600 to 1000 years after Fort Ancient 
was built, are known as the “Fort Ancient” culture.

 SOUTH GATE
From the riverbank far below, celebrants climbed a 
long, stone paved path and, in a dramatic ritual of ar-
rival, crossed over the monumental South Gate before 
descending, between two reflecting ponds, into the sa-
cred interior. Dramatizing both elevation and enclosure 
(climbing and entering), the South Gate intensifies the 
key features that define Fort Ancient as a sacred pre-
cinct.

The narrow ridge approaching the Great 
Gateway was artificially built up as part of the 
site’s design. (Photo: Ohio History Connection).

The spectacular South Gate, today shrouded 
by the forest, was the ceremonial entrance to 
oldest part of Fort Ancient.
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The square’s alignment with key lunar 
(blue) and solar (red) rise points. 
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 Beyond the eight earthworks currently being nominated 
for World Heritage, southern and central Ohio is home 
to many more ancient American Indian monuments. A 
complete, curated guide is available online (also mobile) at 
ancientohiotrail.org. The SITES menu features the famous 
Serpent Mound, also on the US Tentative List for World 
Heritage inscription. The ROUTES menu leads to many other 
ancient and historic points of interest across the region. Videos 
present vivid digital reconstructions of the earthworks and 
many interpretive perspectives. A 120-page guide (PDF) is 
available for download. 

 DAYTON AREA, LEBANON
Dayton offers many historic places including the 
partially-reconstructed Fort Ancient era village at Sun 
Watch, Wright brothers aviation sites, and Carillon 
Historical Park. Lebanon is the historic seat of Warren 
County, and remote mounds and earthworks lie among 
scenic river gorges in the upper Little Miami watershed. 

 CINCINNATI, GREAT MIAMI VALLEY
The city and its eastern suburbs contain surprising 
ancient remnants and vibrant historic and modern 
neighborhoods. The Hopewell hilltop enclosure of 
Miami Fort overlooks the dramatic confluence of the 
Great Miami and the Ohio; upstream stands the huge 
Miamisburg Mound.

 SERPENT MOUND, FORT HILL
The justly-famous Great Serpent lies atop an undulating 
cliff overlooking Ohio’s Brush Creek (39.025025 N 
83.430034 W; 3850 State Route 73, Peebles, Ohio 45660; 
(800) 752-2757. For site and museum hours call or visit 
ohiohistory.org/visit). Enroute to the Paint Valley is Fort 
Hill, a well-preserved Hopewell hilltop enclosure set in a 
spectacular nature preserve. 

 CHILLICOTHE, LOWER SCIOTO VALLEY
The well-preserved historical aura of Ohio’s first capital 
city complements the distinctive hills and many ancient 
sites in the vicinity. Downstream, ancient mounds and 
earthworks in Piketon and Portsmouth (and across in 
Kentucky) recall the ancient importance of this dramatic 
valley. 

 GRANVILLE, COLUMBUS
Picturesque Granville and its hilltop “Alligator” mound 
are directly adjacent to Newark. In Columbus, the state 
capital, the best of Hopewell artistry is beautifully-
presented at the Ohio History Center (800 East 17th 
Avenue, 43211; (800) 686-6124).

The Ancient Ohio Trail
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Serpent Mound 
(Photo: Timothy E. Black)

Historic Granville
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The Ancient Ohio Trail was produced by CERHAS 
at the University of Cincinnati, and funded by the 
National Endowment for the Humanities.



FURTHER READING
Martin Byers and Dee Anne Wymer, Editors, Hopewell 
Settlement Patterns, Subsistence Systems, and Symbolic 
Landscapes. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2010.
Roger Kennedy, Hidden Cities: The Discovery and Loss of 
Ancient North American Civilization. New York: The Free 
Press, 1994.
Bradley T. Lepper, Ohio Archaeology: an Illustrated 
Chronicle of Ohio’s Ancient American Indian Cultures. 
Wilmington, Ohio: Orange Frazer Press, 2005.
Mark J. Lynott, Hopewell Ceremonial Landscapes of Ohio. 
Havertown, Pennsylvania: Oxbow Books, 2014.
George R. Milner, The Moundbuilders: Ancient Peoples of 
Eastern North America. New York: Thames and Hudson, 
2004.
Ephraim Squier and Edwin J. Davis, Ancient Monuments 
of the Mississippi Valley (Originally published 1848). Edited 
and with an Introduction by David J. Meltzer. Washington, 
DC: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1998.
Richard V. Townsend and Robert V. Sharp, Editors, Hero, 
Hawk, and Open Hand: American Indian Art of the Ancient 
Midwest and South. Chicago and New Haven: The Art 
Institute of Chicago and Yale University Press, 2004. 

WEB & MOBILE
www.nps.gov/hocu
www.ohiohistory.org
www.ancientohiotrail.org
www.worldheritageohio.org
www.whc.unesco.org

 Beyond the eight earthworks currently being nominated 
for World Heritage, southern and central Ohio is home 
to many more ancient American Indian monuments. A 
complete, curated guide is available online (also mobile) at 
ancientohiotrail.org. The SITES menu features the famous 
Serpent Mound, also on the US Tentative List for World 
Heritage inscription. The ROUTES menu leads to many other 
ancient and historic points of interest across the region. Videos 
present vivid digital reconstructions of the earthworks and 
many interpretive perspectives. A 120-page guide (PDF) is 
available for download. 

 DAYTON AREA, LEBANON
Dayton offers many historic places including the 
partially-reconstructed Fort Ancient era village at Sun 
Watch, Wright brothers aviation sites, and Carillon 
Historical Park. Lebanon is the historic seat of Warren 
County, and remote mounds and earthworks lie among 
scenic river gorges in the upper Little Miami watershed. 

 CINCINNATI, GREAT MIAMI VALLEY
The city and its eastern suburbs contain surprising 
ancient remnants and vibrant historic and modern 
neighborhoods. The Hopewell hilltop enclosure of 
Miami Fort overlooks the dramatic confluence of the 
Great Miami and the Ohio; upstream stands the huge 
Miamisburg Mound.

 SERPENT MOUND, FORT HILL
The justly-famous Great Serpent lies atop an undulating 
cliff overlooking Ohio’s Brush Creek (39.025025 N 
83.430034 W; 3850 State Route 73, Peebles, Ohio 45660; 
(800) 752-2757. For site and museum hours call or visit 
ohiohistory.org/visit). Enroute to the Paint Valley is Fort 
Hill, a well-preserved Hopewell hilltop enclosure set in a 
spectacular nature preserve. 

 CHILLICOTHE, LOWER SCIOTO VALLEY
The well-preserved historical aura of Ohio’s first capital 
city complements the distinctive hills and many ancient 
sites in the vicinity. Downstream, ancient mounds and 
earthworks in Piketon and Portsmouth (and across in 
Kentucky) recall the ancient importance of this dramatic 
valley. 

 GRANVILLE, COLUMBUS
Picturesque Granville and its hilltop “Alligator” mound 
are directly adjacent to Newark. In Columbus, the state 
capital, the best of Hopewell artistry is beautifully-
presented at the Ohio History Center (800 East 17th 
Avenue, 43211; (800) 686-6124).

 TARLTON, ATHENS, HOCKING REGION
The historic towns of Circleville and Lancaster, along 
with Tarlton (with its Cross Mound), approximate the 
route of the Great Hopewell Road between Newark and 
Chillicothe. Many parks and nature preserves fill the 
Hocking Hills region centered between Lancaster and 
Athens, a site of important Adena-era settlements. 

 FLINT RIDGE, COSHOCTON, MARIETTA
Fascinating ancient flint quarries lie just east of Newark; 
beyond are the interesting historical towns of Coshocton 
and Somerset. At the mouth of the Muskingum, 
well preserved remnants of the impressive Marietta 
Earthworks still stand among the beautiful streets and 
houses of Ohio’s earliest Euro-American settlement. 
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Ash Cave, Hocking Hills

Serpent Mound 
(Photo: Timothy E. Black) Quadranaou Mound, Marietta

Canal, Circleville
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The Ancient Ohio Trail was produced by CERHAS 
at the University of Cincinnati, and funded by the 
National Endowment for the Humanities.
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