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DOCUMENTING VISUAL PREFERENCES
Adopted from:
TOOL II-1 in O, Say, Can You See:A Visual Awareness Tool Kit for Communities

PHOTOGRAPHING VISUAL PREFERENCES

AUTHOR: CAROL TRUPPI

By taking photographs, members of the three regional working groups for the Corridor
Management Planning process can record special places and landscape features to express visual
preferences about The National Road in Ohio. This activity gives you an opportunity “to vote with
your eyes”and to become more aware of what you value about the National Road in your commu-
nity.

OBJECTIVES

■ To record visual preferences of the National Road through photography.
■ To identify what you consider “special”in your community.
■ To compare opinions about particular features of the National Road with others.

MATERIALS NEEDED

■ Single lens reflex (SLR) cameras with a 35- or 50- mm lens are preferred.
■ 100-200 ASA color film.
■ A road or topographic map of your community.
■ Photographer’s Diary Forms. (included with survey instructions)

COST

■ $5 - 25 for film and photographic processing. (Note: One roll of film could be used by several
members of the regional working group to minimize the cost per  person.)

OUTCOME / RESULTS

■ A photographic inventory of scenic resources, landscape features, and community character-
istics that are important to local citizens.
■ Community Picture Boards showing photographs taken by participants for public meetings.

METHOD AND PROCEDURES

STEP I: PROCEDURES

1.We encourage you to write comments about why you took a particular photograph. What influ-
enced your choice of a particular building, landscape, or natural feature over another?  These com-
ments will help everyone understand how visual features contribute to or detract from the National
Road experience.
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2. Enclosed is a copy of a map, the Photographer’s Diary Form and an attachment on Helpful Tips
on Photography. If you choose to use a disposable camera, please identify the camera with your
name. Everyone should put their name or organization on the map and diary form.

3. Return photographs, maps and diary forms to HRG Consultants, Inc. If you are sending photo-
graphs, it is critical that you number the photographs with the corresponding diary form number.

STEP II: FIELD TRIP – TAKE PHOTOGRAPHS

May be taken in one day or over a period of time (e.g., weeks)

1.Take photographs while driving or walking on errands, or arrange to shoot all the photos at once.
Try to photograph on a day that will bring out the best in your scenes. There are advantages to
shooting at different times of day and under different lighting conditions. For example, on a sunny
day the sky may be blue and your subject brightly illuminated, but the contrast between light and
shadow may obscure important details. Midday sun will give you good illumination without shades
and shadows that appear early and late in the day but may flatten the scene. On a cloudy day, your
subject will be more evenly lit, but the sky may be gray. In any photograph, compose the landscape
in the viewfinder and focus clearly for good results.

2. Record the number each photograph on the diary form and the map to show the location from
which the photograph was taken. Write comments about why the photograph was taken.

STEP III: PREPARE THE COMMUNITY PICTURE BOARDS

HRG will sort and chart photographs

1.The photographs will be sorted by survey categories, listed on the Photographer’s Diary Form.
The frequency count will be determined by how often a setting or feature was taken.

2. HRG, using the chart below, will count how often a feature or view was photographed for each
category.

3. For the places most frequently photographed, HRG will then choose those photographs that best
represent each place, to be displayed at public meetings.

P U B L I C  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  S U P P O R T I N G  D O C U M E N T S
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FREQUENCY OF PHOTOGRAPHIC IMAGE

CATERGORY   PHOTOGRAPHIC IMAGE

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

STEP IV: TALLY THE SURVEY

1. HRG will incorporate results into the project inventory and summarize the results in a report so
that you have an accurate account of this visual survey.
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PHOTOGRAPHING VISUAL PREFERENCES 
PHOTOGRAPHER’S DIARY FORM #_______

INSTRUCTIONS

Bring at least one copy of this form with you to list the photographs and your comments about
them. Label your photographs with the same number as the diary form and return to HRG
Consultants, Inc., 2166 Wisconsin Avenue, NW,Washington D.C. 20007, by October 20, 2000.

Record the number and location of each photograph on the accompanying map.

At the top and middle of each form, write in one of the following suggestions:

■ Photograph your three favorite scenic views along The National Road.
■ Photograph your three favorite features along The National Road.
■ Photograph three places you feel could be improved along The National Road.

GENERAL INFORMATION FOR RECORD KEEPING

Name of the recorder

Phone number

Email address

Date the form is submitted to HRG Consultants, Inc. on behalf of the National Road Advisory
Group

P U B L I C  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  S U P P O R T I N G  D O C U M E N T S
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PHOTOGRAPHING VISUAL PREFERENCES 
PHOTOGRAPHER’S DIARY FORM #

PHOTOGRAPH YOUR THREE FAVORITE SCENIC VIEWS ALONG THE NATIONAL ROAD.

Photo # Why Chosen?
Date Taken
Location

Photo # Why Chosen?
Date Taken
Location

Photo # Why Chosen?
Date Taken
Location

PHOTOGRAPH YOUR THREE FAVORITE FEATURES ALONG THE NATIONAL ROAD.

Photo # Why Chosen?
Date Taken
Location

Photo # Why Chosen?
Date Taken
Location

Photo # Why Chosen?
Date Taken
Location

PHOTOGRAPH THREE PLACES YOU FEEL COULD BE IMPROVED ALONG THE NATIONAL ROAD.

Photo # Why Chosen?
Date Taken
Location

Photo # Why Chosen?
Date Taken
Location

Photo # Why Chosen?
Date Taken
Location


