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LIST OF THE PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE CORPORATION OF DAYTON CITY,

FROM ITS FIRST ORGANIZATION, UNDER THE ACT OF MAY 3, 1852,

DOWN TO THE PRESENT PERIOD,—1875.

13

Mayor Marshal, -Preasurer, Olerk, “ Councilmen First Ward, Councilmen Second Ward, ! Conncilmen Third Ward Councilmen Fourth Ward.
H
1
S24ohn Howard. [5. L. Brondwell. Duvid Stout. G WYL Malnmbre, ’Amns Decker, Lewis Heinz. ‘J B Chapman, Jos. T, Reed. 3, Harshman, J, W, Ac hey, oo Kenney, W1 Riehmond.,
> da. do. do. do, B. M. Ayres, do. da, du. Niclt, Obmer, da, do. s,
ina, M. Young. Wm, Staver. do. do, do.” Wm. Dul\e\ do. 1 1L l’lulhp= do. Qu. do, tich. Lance.g
do. i 1. L. Broadwell. do. David A, Ionk, do. do. do, o, I ‘JL shar t de. do, da.
56 (1. W, Iddings. Sumi’l Riehards, A, V. Stansifer, IMelding Loury. do. do, do. . da, dw. do.t do.
! do. do. Fielding Loury. Smith Davison, do. dn. W, Trebein, da. do, dn, Hno. Ste ||lmn~x dn,
do. da. Tielding Loury, do. Amwos Decker, do. do. dn. 5. AL Moure, dn, L. L. Gilkidand.
4 do. W, Hunnun, C. C. Kiefer. do.# Hugh W iggim, do, Ezrn Bimm, do. J.H. Kierste Ay i Shaekt Pames Boyle, dar
W. . Gillespie. do. do. Anth'y Stephens. da, do. ! do, Ao, o, du, du. dn
do. | do. (Jas, Anderton, do. do. do. do. do. do, do . AL Mindek, du
do. B. B. Crin. . W, Leese, do. do, do. do. Hivam Strong, do, G, WL Rogars, do, dn,
do. do. John Kenney, do. do, do. do. du. o do, do, da,
8. C. Kllis. Tsanc Hule, do. J. UL Kreidler. Wm. Dickey, Augs. Kubns, da, D. W, Iddlnr's du. J. 3L shank do. HALELigefary,
1863/ do. do. “Dun'l Stuley. da, Jueob 8, Gary, do. W.H L. Branner, do. Dan'} Kivfur, o, o Clingnian, don.
1866 Jonuthan Kenney. du, do. do, ! do, do. do, dao, do. J. W, Bhank, do. .-\lux.(h»hlmrl,
1867 du, du. Juohn W, Turner. do, 'Jno. ngm). do. do. do, do. duw, du, .
18GR C. L. Bauumann. Jehn Ryan. do, J. A. Leonhard. ' J.H. Brownell, do. do. do. Alfred Praden. do, do.
1815 da, do. dn. Anth'y Stoj ,hcm Geo. 7\[llh.-r, do, . Herchelrode, du. do, do, da, do.
1870 as, D. Morrison. do. do. D, H. Dry do. do, do. do, do. do, [10% do,
18711 do, do. do. Anth'y Steplmns da. d. B, Gilbert. [John Breena, do. do. J. H. Shunk. do. da.
1872,W. I bmmnn do. D, H. Dryden. A. A Butierfield, do. A, Kulns, do, do. do, du, do. Asllln_\' Brown,
1877 [ do. do. . do. do. do. do, do. J.J. Rossel),  John Shank, do. 4 ML Wond.
1874 |[Lawrence Butz, Jr. do. do. i do. J. B. Gilbert. do, 5. F, Weodsum. do. Jos. Comer,  [Wm. I, I\.clfnr, do.
I i {
= Councilmen Fifth Ward. Councilmen Sixth Ward, Councilmen Saventh Ward, ; Oouncilmen Bighth Ward, Uouneilmen Ninth Ward, Counoilmen Tenth Ward. | Oouneilmen Fleventh Ward.
1832)Wesley Boren, James Turner. |A. E. MeClure, W, N. Love. i
1848[3nm. Marshall, do, .do. do.
1854 do. do., do. da.
1855|Geo. Owcn, do, do. do.
1856 do. B. N. Beaver, do, do.
1857 do. do. do. do.
1858 da. Ezra Thomas. do. Peter Luiz.
18591, Bulz, do. W Bnmberger, do.
1860 do. Geo. Lehman, o,
1861{Wm. I’ntlon, do. A E. '\[cClurc,W N. Love.
18062 do. do. Jacob Det.kcr, do.
1863 Ezra Thomas, do, do.
1804 do, dn. T, McGrcgur, do.
18G5 1. . Butt, do. do. do. Jno, Colhauer. L., Batz, Jr.
18066 do, do. Mnrcu: Bntler, do. do. G, Braunschweiger. do. A, Btephens.
1867 ffames Tuvner, do, John Aman, do. do. do. Jns. Boyle.
18681Tuhn Baird, do. D. V. I’ottle, o. da. D. C. Taft, do,
18694 do. de. do. Henry Quekes.|Geo. Nuiberl, do, do. BN \Vclty‘ G. W. Murray, J. F. Renver. 1\, €, Zehring, J. BlllmgsA 1. Barnhart, I*.Baumbeckel.
1870 do, de. do. do, da, do. do. da. WL R, Tomlinson o, do, do, o,
1871(T, N. Sowers, J. Kr.nt(mh\vl]l J. Hammond, John Weaver. do W. Waszenich, do, Joln J. Rohe. do. el Juhn ]wmp Ym. \L Mills. do. W, Huﬂ'mnn
1872 }8am’ ]Ambmce, do. do, do. do do. do. do. do, L. Wehbert, do, do. H. Gordes,
1873 Jus, Turner. da, C. G, Myers, |Jos. Herhold, do. do, Michael Cain, |Chas. B Smith, o, dn.  JLWY, ‘mllnnl:el.,(r N, Motz, do.
1874 Tohn W Butt, do. do. da, do, do. do, do. do, do, i, Toets, do. J. 1. Gerber.

* A, A, Butterfield elected June 14, 1859, vice Loury, resigned,

1 G, W. Malambre elected June 2, 1856, to fill vacancy, vice Kennoy, resigned.

{| Ezra Thomas elected June'7, 1862, vice Patton, resigned.

ERRAT

A .

Tu the above table of City Officers the column of Treasurer shonld read, Smith
Davison for the years 1857 and 1858.
In the columa of Clerk, l‘leldmg Loury's name should appear for 1857 instend

of Smith Davison.

In the table of County Officers, page 15, the name of Smith Davisen should

appear as Treasurer for the years 1849, 1850, 1851 and 1852

of one.

; two terms i

nstead

tJ. 1. Shank clected Third Wurd, July 0, 1830, viec Moore, resigned,

¢ Richard Lone clected Fourth Ward, vice J. Richmond, resigned,

T A, E. MecClure clected September 18, 1860, vice Lutz, resigned.
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NAMES OF COUNTY OFFICERS

FROM 1ITS ORGANIZATION, IN 1803, UP TO THE PRESENT TIME.

UOMPILED BY ROBERT GEORGI, OLERK'S OFFICE, DAYTON, 0,

15

Year. Olerk, Sheriff, Treasurer, Auditer, Recorder, | Coroner, E Pros, Attorney. Surveyor, Uommissionars,
i
T 1
1803 [B. Van Cleve. ;'Geurge Neweom,  [James Patterson. [Prior to 1821 the Jumes Miller, lI)uni('l Symmueg, ¥
1804 do. do. do. Clerkofthe Bourd da. Arthur 5t. Clair, Jr. Willinm Brown, Edmund Munger, Jobn Dovar,
1804 do. do. John Folkerth. of Commissiuners {David Reid. do. do, Samuel Hawkins, do, do,
1806 do. do. 0. acted 88 Anditor, da. do. do, do. du. do.
1807 do, do. Chris, Curtner, do. do. do. Jolin Falkerth, do. do.
1808 do. Jerume Holt. do. i do. {Henry Curtner. Isnnc G. Burnett. da, da. do,
1800 do. : do, do. do. do, do. o, Daniel Hoover, do,
1810 do. ! do, i do. do. David Squier. do. do. do, do.
1811 do. ‘ do, | do, do. do. do, do. do. Julin L. Williuns,
1812 do Snmuel Archer, | do, do, Jz\mh Wilson. do. o, Abralmn Brower, do.
1818 do. i da. Warren Munger. Joseph H, Crane, duo. o do,
1814 do. !Dnvul Squier. | da. do. Az\run Bnker do ])m’ld Mcllure, do,
1815 do Jolm ng i do. do. do. da do Tsane @, Burnctt, Jobn Miller.
1816 do. | | du. do. do. do. do Benj. Malthie, Dundel Yount.
1817 do & unuml Archer, do, do. Henry Bacon. du. do, du,
1818 do. i da. |Wlllinm George. do. John Dodson. do. da. don do.,
1819 do. ! do, do. do. do, do. do. du. do.
1820 do. F do. i“’m Bumbcrgcr do. do. do. do. do. Ienry Brown.
1821 [Georgo Neweom,* 'James Henderson. ! do. Alexander Grimes, do. do. do, do. do do.
1822 [ R. Greene. do. do, do. do, do. do. [Tolin H. Willinns, do. do
1823 do. . do. do. do, do. do. do. do. da. Chris, Taylor,
18924 do, do. do, do. do, do. do, do. Moses Greer, do.
1825 do. iGeo, G, Davis, do. do. do. do, Ao, [Aaron Baker, do. do.
1826 do. do. do. do. do. do. da. du. do. do.
1827 do. do. do. Joseth Conover, do. do. do. do. do. do.
1828 do. do. do, do, do. do. do, . do. do.
1829 do, Ebengzer Stibbins, do. (]0- do, do. do., do. do. Jacob B, Jeohn,
1830 do. do. de. do. do, do. do, do. James Russell, do,
1831 do. do. do. David C. Baker.  [Wm.L.Helfenstein do. do. George Olinger, do. do.
1832 do, do, do. do. . do. I“hil(iip Keller. do. Joseph Ewing. 0, dn. Aaren Bakee,
1833 |Edward W. Davies.'Jomes Brown, do, do. do. 0. do. do. do. do. do.
1834 do. do. James Slaght. do. do. da. Peter P. Lowe do. do. do, dn.
1835 do. do. do. Jumes Donglass.  |David 8. Davia. Jacob Davis. do, Fiolding Loury. do. do. Alexunder Grimes,
183G do. do. do. 0. | do, do. do, do, do. Chris, Lmru_k, do.
1887 do. Jacob Davia. do. Wm. J. McXinney, | do. John McOlure, Jrot do. do, WJobn Furnas, du. do.
1838 do 0. Peter Baer. do. |William Potter,  [David Reid, [Joseph H. Crane, [Willinm G. Georgo. do, David L.mnm- Chris, Taylor,
1839 do, Benjamin Hall, o, Isanc Douglass. [ do. Adam Houk, do. do, 1 do, James A. Rlln\, da,
1840 'Edwin Smith. do. Nathaniel Wilson. do, | do, do. William Blodget. do. {Emanuvel Gebhurt, do. do.
1841 do. do. do, John Mills, William Gunekel. |Ebe'zer Henderson. o do. do. do, Willinm Worley.
1842 do. do. do. do. do. do. Chas, Anderson, do. do. Chris, Taylor, do.
1843 do Robert Brown. do. do. do. do. do. da. Davis Waymire, do. do.
1844 do, © de. Joseph Davison. do. . W. Griswold, do, Dan'l A, Haynes. de, do. u, do.
1845 do. ¢ do. do, do. do. Theodors Barlow, do. do. du. David Lamme, do.
1848 da. do. dor do, do. Ebe’zer Henderson, do. do. do. do. do.
1847 (Wm. J. McKinney. David Clark. do. do, do, do. do, do. do, do, John C. Negley.
1848 do. do. do. do. do, do. Samuel Craighend. do. do. do, do, .
1849 do. do. do. do. do! do. do. do. do. do, do.
1850 do. do. Smith Davison, do. [Foseph Hughs. do. do, Wohn Beaver. do. do. do.
1851 do. Ebe'zer Henderson, o, do. do. do. do. dn. John Yount do.
1852 do. do. David Clark, do. do. Samual Richards, |Jumes H. Baggott, do. Ezrn T Leggott, do.
1853 do. do, do. Jacob Zimmer. do. do. do. do, Jerederick Gebhart.
1854 |George W. Brown.®;  do. do. do. do, do. do. do. ‘Enmue] Marshall, John W’. Tutner, do,
1856 {Adam Miller. Samucl C. Emly. do. Daniel H. Dryden. E do. do do, do. ohn Yount, do, da.
1866 do. do. * (Jonathan Kennay. de. anicl @, Fitch.  [David S, Oraig. David A, Houk,  [Joseph B, Johns, do. do. Joseph 1L Diyden.
1857 do. do. do, . do. do.. do, do. do. do. James Turner, do, '
1868 |David K. Boyer. do. do, do. do. (,eorfe Nauerth. do. do, Henry Shidler, do. do.
1869 do. John Mills, do. do. ‘David Ecker. do. . do, d do. Tmanuel Schultz.
1860 do. do., David C. Rench. do, da, Albert G. Walden. {Daniel P. Nend. do. Daniel Kiser, do,
1861 do. Georfe ‘Wogaman, do, Benjamin M. Ayres. do, do. do. do. John Wheclnnd do. do.
1862 do. Jonathan Kenney. da. (George Owen. William Egry. Henderson Elliott, Pacob 5. Binkerd do. Jon, Harshman.
1868 do. do. da. do. o, 0, do. do. do Alfred Inms, do.
1864 |Fred, C. Fox. dao. do. do, do. Wm. H. Rouzer, Youngs V. Wood. do. . Hames Applegate, do. do.
1865 do. 0. G. H, Davidson.; Daniel Staley. Jacob V. Dietrich. do, do. do. do. do, o, Samuel Rohraor,
1866 do: 0, do. do. do. do Warren Munger, Jr do. do. George A, Grove, de.
1867 do. do. John W. Turner. do. do. do. do. do, do. do.
1868 do. do. do. do. Tohnson Snyder, Ephmlm Snyder. Gaurge V. Nauerth, Joseph B Johns, do. do. Jesse D, Hurry.
1869 do, Mich’l J. Swadener, do. Genrge P. Boyer, do. do. do. do. ] do. «do. de,
1870 (Jehn R, Sinks, do. do, do. do. Wm, R. Beanett. |(Elihu ‘Thompson. do. 13udison Munday, do. do.
1871 do, do. ’ Danisl H. Dryden. do, do. do, do. do. do. do, do.
1872 do. do, do. do. do. do. do. do. do Sam’l Martindule, do,
1873 do. ‘William Patton, - do. do, do. Ja(.ob Kuhns do. do. do, o, do.
1874 do. do, do. William A. Mays, YJames H, Hall, James C. Young, |Frank Snyder. do, do. John G. Getter,
1875 do. do. Henry H. Lanbach. do. do. do do. do, do. Charles Crook, do.
1876 do. “do. do. do. do. do. do,
1877 do,
¥ Pro tem,

Year.| Probate Judge. | Year.| Buperior Judge, | Year. “Infirmary Directorsr Year, Infirmary Directors, Year, Infirmary Directors.
1851 |Youngs V., Wood. | 1868 {Daniel A, Haynes. | 1843 |Facob Holderman, Job Haines, Jacob Olinger. 1856 |David Oarroll, J, J. Antrim, John W. Porter. | 1867 |Michael Moynr, Daniel Klser, David Carroll.
1856 |Joseph G Crane. | 1870 % arch) resigned| 1844 do, do. do. 1856 do, do. George Gelter. 1868 d Wm. Stangell,
1858 [James H. Baggott. and J. A, Jordun| 18456 do. do. do. 1867 ; Zephemn Catrow, do, 1869 Wm H Rawu, do
1861 (Samuel Boltin. appointed until the| 1848 do. do. do, 1858 (M. N Klmmal do. do, 1870 John Stephnns,
1884 do. nextannual alection] 1847 do. do. do, * 1860 do. Davig Carroll, 1871 d d
1867 |Dennis Dwyer. October, 1870. 1848 do. D, B. Van Tuyl, do, 1860 d Abra, M. Bowser, do. 1872 do Dn.vld L Heck, do.
1870 do. 1870 Nov 1, . 0 Lowe 1849 do. do, do. 1861 |J, B. Donnellan, do. do. 1873 da, do.
1878 ‘do, 1871 [to '76] 1850 do. 0, Joseph Hinsey. | 1862 do. do. 1874 |Adam Snyder, do Rick’d Lane.
1874 do. 1851 do, T. A, Ooons, de. 1888 dn Georgs Getter, do. 1875 do, Jos, F. Kemp, do.

1862 |John Getter, do. 1864 do. do. do. 1876 do. do,

1868 |Henry Marshall, do John'W. Porter 1866 do. do. do. 1871 do.

1864 do. Chris, O, Espick, do. 1866 do. Daniel Kiser, do.
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HISTORY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, OHIO.

Moxtuonery Couxty wos greated May 1, 1803, from Ilamilton and Russ. Tt
ineluded the whnle of the present counties of Preble, Minmi, Darke, Shelby, Mer-
cer, Van Wert, Faulding, Defiance, and, with the exceptiva of theiv eastern
runge of ownships, Allen, Putnam, and Henry, and nearly half of Lake County,
This comprizes o territory of about six thansand three hunidreil enuare wiles, and
ouly one thensand square miles less than the whole State of New Jersey, The
act ercating the Connty went into foree May 1, 1803, but passed the Legislature
on the 24th day of March, 1304,  Montgomery County was numed alter Gienernl
Richued Mantgomery, of the Amcriean Revolntionney war, Ile was born in Ire-
Tend 0 TTAT, anl waoa kiled in the assault upon Quebes Deeember 31, 1775,

The first eourt held in the new Connty was % at the Louse of Genrge Neweam,”
on the wartheast earner of Main and Water Streets, ‘L'he court coumenced on the
wurning of July 27, 1803, und adjourned on the evening of the snme day, thero
beinyg no buxiness ta transact before it.  "There were present in the upper vouwn,
representing (he dignity af 1he State of Olilo, the Hon, Fruneis Dunlevy, President
of the First Juilicial Court, with Benjamin Areher, of Centreville, Isnac Spinning,
who resided on his farm, four miles east of Dayton, and John Ewing, of Washingtan
Township, who wers Associate Jwlges, Denjarain Van Cleve ncted ns Clerk pro
tem. ; Geurge Neweom, Sherilf; James Miller, Coroner; Danicl Symmes, of Cingin-
nidi, Prosceutor pro tem. for the State; nnd wbout the whole white male papulation
of the County outsiders, wha came to have a fiolic and enjoy the fun. The second
Aession of the Court wus liehl an Tuesday, November 22, 1803, swhen the firet ¢ase
wis tried. It was an indictinent against Peter Sunderland for an assanlt and
battery on Benjnmin Seott, “then heing in the peace of God and our State.” The
defendant plended guilty, and was fined six dollars and casts. At the same term
were two oriminal enses, which were tried, and four civil suits, which were ati dis-
eiitinved. The Court ndjourned the next day. At this term of court there neted
as tho first jurywen, Juhn MeCale, William Humer, Willinm Snodgruss, Juhn
Lrever, Jawes Miller, Jr., Willinm Waugh, John Metirew, Willimn Lamme, Aaron
Nut, Jobn Mikesell, Alexander Seutt, D, €. Cooper, Juhn lloustun, John Brad-
forif, Benjamin Robline, Henvy Youst, 8nmuel Morrison, At the Juna term of
the Coust of Cummon Pleas the first ease tried was that of the State of Ohio versus
Benjamin Seott, assnult ond battery eommitted on Peter Sunderland, fur which
bie was not found guilty, and was discharged. At this trial the following persons
acted ns jurymen: George Koong, Joseph Kingry, Benjamin Bowman, Willinm
Mason, Benjamin Iddings, George Youut, Alexander Snodgrase, Barnabos Blue,
John Vensell, John McCabe, obert Edgnr, Henry Atchinson,

At tho Suprewo Court Octeber term, 1303, Samuel Huntiugton and Willlam
Spriggs acted as Judges. Arthur St. Cluir was appointed to prosccuts for the
County in behal€ of the Stute. Benjamin Vaa Cleve was appointed Clerk, 1lo
took the enth to eupport the Cunstitution of the United States and the State, and,
together with his sereties, execvicd n bond in the words of the following,—viz. 2
*“ Know all men by thess presents, that we, Benjamin Van Cleve, John Miller,
Sameel Thowmson, are held and firmly bound unto tho State of Obie in the sum of
two thousund dollare, to the payment whereof we bind ourseives, vur ligire, exec-
utars, and administrators, jointly and severally, firmly Ly the preseats sealed
with our senls nnd duted this 15th dny of October, 1803 This bond was depos-
ited with the State’s Attoraey, on which the Court adjourned withiout day, At
the Seplember term, 1804, thero wore six eases tried. Georgo F. Tonney was nt
this term adimitted to practice nsnn attorney. The general history of the County
is fully dwelt upon in the history of Dayton,

‘Luo gottlements in the Minmi country, previeusly (o the viclory obtnined over
the Indians by the army of Geweral Wayne, were necessarily confined within n
short distance of Cincinnati, 50 as to be under the protection of the military furce
posted there, The lands had been surveyed under the sutharity of the United
States, in the yenr 1788, and in the lutter part of that year John Cleves Symmes
mwade o contract with the government for tho yurchase of one million of ncres
batween the Miami Rivers, und shortly afterwards commenced making arrange-
menis for seltling the country, A company of gentlomen entered into on agrec-
ment with biw for the purchnse of Jands ot (his point, on which & town wag Inid
out, or, at any rate, projected, which received the namé of Vonice; snd it wos in-
tended that a settlement should bemmnds here about the same time that thoss on
the Ohio River were to bo commenced, Tho Indinng, however, manifested a dia-

"position 2o hostile that it wns not thought prudent to exlend the settlements so
far into their country, where it would be difficutt to defend them, and the one in-
tended an the present site ol Dayton was abandoned until after the close of tha
Indisn war, when it was underiaken by different persone, nnd with different pros-
pects. The firsl places settled by the white peopls in the Minmi country were
Columbia, Cincinnnti, and Northbend. In the courge of o few months severnl
stations wern catnblished s little farther in advanee, and of course moro exposad
to attacks by the Indians. They were only five in numwber,—Dunlap's, on tho
Grent Minmi, at Colarain; Ludlow’s and White's, on Milloreel; and Garrard's
and one at the Round Bottom, on the Littlo Minwmi,
traublesome, Genern! Harmar warched upon their towna upon the Miumee in the
lntler part of the year 1790, and two unsuccessful battled werc fuught by delnch-
wents of his army, which returned from the expedition withaut having humbled
the anemy, who, on the other band, were inflamed by the invasion of their conn-
try, and rovenged thesclves by infesting Lha vlcinity of the new settlements so
contlnualiy and io such numbers that no une could leave & Station without Inenre
ring the utmost danger of boing killed or taken priconer. In the beginming of
the followlug yenr, 1781, about four bundred Indinns besieged Dunlup’s Station
for upwards of twenty-four hours, but did nol succeed in taking it, and ratsed the
siege upon tha app h of & reinft t from Ci i without having rlone
any great injury, exoept killing the catile and horses and destroylng the out-
houses, Inu their spproach to the station they fell in with four men, one of whom
thay killed, and another they took prlaonfr, and afterwards murdered him within

o

The Indinns baving become -

view of the garrizem. Daring the senson reveral persons were killed in the vie
einity of the vettlewents, and an the rouls between thew in passing from ane ta
annther; amd on ene wecasion a nwnber of men were killed ubove the mouth of
Deerereck while on theiv way from Cincinnati to Columldn, in o skiff, The In-
diang had became xo daring that they skulked dnough Cincinnati in the nights,
and even in daytime they sametimes appronched near enengh to fire upon the in-
Ymhitants in the vutskirts of the town.  This dungereus stote of things prevented
the furmation of new scttlemente, but those alveady esmmenced inevensed in
strength.  In the latler part of the year 1791 the army of General St. Clair, on
ity advanee iutu the Indian covntry, bailt Fovt Hamiltun, where the town of
Iumilton now is, und another fort abiout sis miles northwardly of the present
town of Eaton. {enera) Wnyne afterwards boilt six others, whiel formed n
chain of pasts extending from Cineinnati to the mouth of the Auglaize, At length
his vietory ever the Indinns on the 2000 of August, 1794, brought on o general
treaty with all the hostile tribes, whieh was conelnded on the 3d of August, 1793,
by which peace wrs estublished, boundurive wera defined, and the conntry wns
thrown open for settlement. Feventeen days after the trenty was covcludedd,
Arthar 8t Claiy, James W ason, Jonathan Dagton, nnd Tyeael Ludlow made a
enntract with Jubn Cleves Symwes, wha nasigned them his clnims to two ranges
of land, extemling from the tireat Miami to the Littlo Miami, upon their binding
themselves to meke threo settlements within their purchase,—one where Dayton
now ix, one upoen the Little Miami, and one on Mad River. On the 21zt of Sep-
tomber they dispatched two partice of surveyors from Cincinnati,—one under Mr.
Daniel €. Conper, to survey and partinlly te clear aut o rond fram that plnce (o
the mouth of Mud River, and the ather under Captain John Dunlap, to ran the
boundaries of theiv purolinge. Dunlap's party was necompnnied by a man nomed
Tiedell, who wrs moving 4o o point about six miles west of Lebanon, where lie was
ubout to make a settlement, whieh was the frst one established in ndvanee of the
uld stationg,  Previous to that time the vouticr in that direction was a station on
Milloreek, only eleven miles from Cincinnati. At that peint the surveying parties
separated, and that of Dunlap nrrived at this place on the 27th day of September,
and on tho bank of Mad River, ubout thirty rods from tho mouth, found a parly
of six Wyandot Indians encamped. Frow having Ueen so lung necustumod to
considering exch other ns enemics, both parties were nt first o littlo alarmal, anld
mnnifested some shyness, but seon beene rendly and confident, and mnde ex-
ehanges of provisions, knives, belts, nnd other urticies. Shertly afteriwards, Mr,
Cooper's parly arrived, in company with somemen from Kentueky, who bad come
to view tlie country with an idea uf Lecoming settlers; but on the next day they
went a mile or Lwo up the river, and finding the land covered with vines and rank
weeds, £o that it was difticult to get through them, they beenme discournged, and
returned to Kentueky. Mr, Cooper's party started baek to Cincinnati, and the
other proceaded to finish their survey, which employed thew nbout & week lenger,
during which their camp was visited by some Indiuns, who robbed thew of their
provisions, and threntened the prek horsemau and hunter who had charge of it,
Lut did not nttempt lo do them any personal injury. The party reached Cineln-
nati on the Gth of October. About the Ist of November, Mr, Ludlow, one of the
proprietors, eame up and commenced Inying out the town, and, having Gnished
his work on the fourth, gave it the name of Dayton. Ia order to promots the
speedy settiement of the place, the proprietars had offered certain donations and
privileges to sugh as would engnge to becomo settlers; aud forty-six persons lind

- accepted the proposnls nind entered into engagements to that effect. They were

each to have an in-lot and an out-lok in the town, and the privilege of purchasing
one hundred and sixiy aeres of land, at the rate of 1 French erown per acre. On
the duy after the town wns luid out, o nomber of them ntiended, and o lottery wns
hield, In whioh they drew lots for thewnselves nad their friends, . Out of the forty-
six, howaver, only fitteen fullilled their engagement. On the lst day of April,
1798, four of them arrived here in a skiff, after & pasenge of ten days down the
Ohio and op the Minmi. ‘Two or thres others had arrived during tho'winler, and
the remainder soou fullowed, together with four more, who had entered into the
engagement with the proprictors subsequently, making nineteen persons who en-
titled themselves 1o donation lots by beecoming settlers. Those nineteen persons
wera William Gahagan, Samuvel Thompson, Benjamin Van Clove, Williawm Van
Cleve, Solomon Goss, Thomas Davis, John Davis, James MeClure, Johin MeClure,
Daniel Ferrell, Willinm Iuinar, Solomun Hamar, Abraham Grassmire, John Dor-
ough, Willinm Chenoweth, James Morris, Willinm Neweom, and Gearge Newoum.

The following ere biographies of ns mrny of these pioncers as it was possible
to obtain: '

Semuel Thompson was originally from Westorn Pennsylvania, Horemoved nt
an early day to Ciacinnat, whero he married Mra. Van Cleve, the mother of Ben-
Jamin and William, whose father was killed in that town by Indians June 1, 1701,
The issue of thismarrisge waa two dnughters and one zon,

Benjumin Van Cleve wos at that timo about twenty-five yeors of age. Mo was
educated for a surveyor, On the orgenizntion of the Court here hie wns appointed
Clerk, and held that offtes for mony years, Hewas the first postmaster in Dayton,
and was till his death one of the most prominont eitizens of the place, His
“ Memorendn,” some of which have Leen published in the American Pioneer, em-
body nlmost all the documentary history of tho early settlement now in exlstense.
He married Mary Whiting, by whom he hnd several chiliren. She died Septem-
bor 28, 1810, und on the 10th of. March, 1812, he was united to Mary Templeton,
of Chinmpaign County, There wereno children of this marriage, He died in 1821,

William Van Cleve, who was & few years younger than Benjamin, was o farmer,
In the war of 1812 he commanded the Dayton rifictnen, who marehed in June of
that yenr, from this plade, for tho protection of the frontier, with the titls of Cap-
tain. His first wifo was Efie Westfnll, who wes tho mother of all his children.
By his second and third wives be bad no children. Ha died in 1826,

James MoClure, John MoClure, and Themas MeClure were brothers, the cldest

of whom was uot then over twenty-five years of age. They are boliaved to have
been frim Western Pennsylvania. Their futher wns among the killed at St, Cluir's
defeat, nnd his widew, their motlier, enme with her sons to Dayton, They nfter.
wards moved to Honey Creek, Minani County, Ohta,

Drniel Ferrell was from western Virginin,  1le was then n married man, sver
fifty years of nge. Ile left o dnughter, whose deseendnnts now reside nenr Honey
Creek,

William Haer's place of nativity is unknown. He was probably from Mary-
tand, as he is known to heve hiad relatives in that State. At the time of bis re-
moval to Dayten he was between forty and Alty years of age, nod marrfed.  Ile
resided on the furm now owned by the Tait family, on the Springfiehl Tarnpike,
three miles frow town, 1le was well known ag the Jueal preacher of the Metho-
dist pecsunsion.  The prineijrl settlements of those attached to that furm uf
worship being wpon Mnsdl River, serviee wus nsually bakl at his hovse,  1Hia du-
seenduuts wera Solomon, whe left Dayten in 1515, Thomas, who married in Day-
ton, and died Novewber 30, 1824, ut tho nge of thirly; Naney, who married Wil-
liwur Unhagan, by whom she had reveral ehildren ; Mury, who married Willinm
Laury, who resided three miles north of Dayton : and Sarah, who married
Loury, who lived upon Mad River,

Wiltism Gahagan was of Tvish parentage, and cnmo to Cineinnntl from Litds-
burg, where e had Iast vesided. 1Mo waa ot that time n young unmarcied wmoan.
e dirst marriod Naney Mumer, und aftor her death Mra. Tenncey, by whom he
had no children, e died at Truy, Ohio, abont 15135,

OF Solumon Goss and Juhn Daviz ne informetion could be coilected, They
were not residing here in 1799, Thomas Davis was o native of Wales, but re.
moverld to Dayton from Penasylvania,  Ife was mavried whes he camo hore, and
u wuucrons family survived him,

Abveham Grassmine was o weaver, of (ferman desecnt, hetween twenty nmil
thirty years of age, and unmnrried, Ilo removed from Dayton to Huney Creck
abnut 1802-3,

Those professing to kuow do not agree whether Dorough's Christinn name wos
Jehn or Awog, He was o marrled man, between bwonty and thirty yoars of age,
and by oceupation amilter, o owned the property at Knoeistey's will, on Mai
River, flve miles novihenst of Dayton.

Willinm Chenoweth was probably from Kentucky. Ilo was married and had o
family. At tho time of his settlemnent here, e was about thirty.five yenrs of
age. DBy trado he was o blacksmith, but dues not secms 1o bave followed his bus-
inesk, fur in September, 1709, thera was no Wacksmith within twenty milvs of
Dayton, thuugh, to use the langunge of that time, *tha eoantry wns thickly
fettled and emigrutivn te it rapid.”  Chenowelh removed to Green Countly about
1804, or perhaps carlicr.

Jnmes Morris wos from Pennsylvanio, 1o camo as o soldier under Harmar
to Ohio, where bo turned his attention iy farming, 1o was twice married, but
died childless,

George Neweom was a aative of Ireland. e remavel to Americn in 1773,
und settled in Delaware, whenge he removed to Western Penpsylvania, where he
murried Mary Ienderson, by wham ho had two chibdren, Jane, tho widow of -
Nuthoniel Wilson, decensed, nnd who it is helieved wus the first child Lora in
Daytun, and John, who died years since, leaving descendants. Colone! Newcom,
ns e was usually enlled, was Sherill of the County, State Senator, member uf
the Assembly.

Willlam Newoom, his yeungor beather, was st that time about tiwenly yents of
age. He afterwards maried o Kentucky Indy, Charlotie Nolan, who bors him a
fon, Robert. After his death #he married John Baker, whom she suveived, She
then married Henry Row, )

About the timo that the first vesilents of this placa removed here; n faw familes
locuted themselves where Minmishurg has since Leon Inid ‘out, the plnce then
being ealled Iiules Station; & few scttled on Clear Creck, nbout where Franklin
now isi and some ak Uhe big prairie, n litde below Middletown. Shortly after-
wards, during the snme year, Jonnthan Moreer gettled upou Mod River, sight or
nine miles above Dayton, and sumo other persons established themsolvas higher
up tho riverat its forks, sume en the Miami, at the mouth of 1aney Cresk, and
st at Pigun, Tho penple at Mercer Ntation nt ono time beesme so mueh
alormed at the canduct of the Indinns, by sume of whom they wore threatened
and abused, that they abandoned the place, but In o short time returned again,
The otlier sottlements were not molested fn any manner, excopt by baving their
horzes stolen. The ground which is now ocenpied by residencos on the west side
of the town was an open prairie when the people fivst romaved to this plaes, and
they raised n considerable crop of corn upen 1t the first acason of their residencs
here. Until that was gathered, they of enurse wers obliged to bring all of their
provisions of that kind from Cinelnnati, where o barrel of flour cost them nine

dultary, aod & bushel of corn-ment r dollar, while lhe’lrumpormuun to thia placo

wos an additionn) expenge of two dellurs and n half upon the hundredweight,
Thess disndvantages und the other difficulties incldent to the setilement of a now
country were gradustly overcome, and the peaple began to nequiro the necossa.
rles of Uife from their own fields. The town was advancing a little in population
and improvement, and the land in the neighbarhosod begun to be taken up with
farms,

4 dificulty roon arose willi respeat to the titles both to the lots in the town and
the lnnds areund it, whieh checked the progress of the scttlement for some time,
The settlers had n}l nade their purchases, and expected to receive thoir titles
fram $t. Clair, Wilkinzon, Ludlaw, and Dayton, the nesignoes of J