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https://youtu.be/pEtj-mnhXkg
https://youtu.be/pEtj-mnhXkg
https://ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Entries_By_Topic
file://///files.ohiohistory.org/groups/OUT/shared/Ed%20Resource%20COVID/ohiomemory.org
https://www.ohiohistory.org/OHC/media/OHC-Media/Learn/Education%20Blog/Significant-Ohio-Women-Biographies.pdf


 

 

 

 

https://www.ohiohistory.org/OHC/media/OHC-Media/Learn/Education%20Blog/Oral-History-Lesson.pdf
https://www.ohiohistory.org/OHC/media/OHC-Media/Learn/Education%20Blog/Oral-History-Lesson.pdf
file://///files.ohiohistory.org/groups/OUT/shared/Ed%20Resource%20COVID/ohiomemory.org
https://www.cartoonstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/terminology.pdf
https://www.cartoonstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/three_act.pdf
https://www.cartoonstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/three_act.pdf
mailto:education@ohiohistory.org
https://www.cartoonstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/three_act.pdf
https://www.cartoonstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/terminology.pdf
cartoonstudies.org/teachingcomics
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Page

Panel/
frame

Gutter (space
between 
panels)

"Camera" angles
shot-reverse shot
close up
long shot

Splash panel. Also, splash 
page (if full page)

Bleed (image runs
off page) Also, full
bleed, image runs
off page on all 
sides.

Borderless panel

Thought balloon/bubble

Speech   
balloon/
bubble 

Emanata

Narrative
box/
voice-over

Other terms

Spread:  two facing pages in a printed book
Recto/verso:  technical terms for pages in a spread. Recto = right page, verso = left page
Printer’s spread:  the layout of pages for printing. Not the same as a spread in a printed book. 
Thumbnail:  a rough sketch of a comic, delineating placement of figures, word balloons, and background 
	 elements, as well as content of  word balloons.
Pencil:  a relatively defined drawing preliminary to the final inked stage. 
Inks:  the final stage of a comics drawing (applying ink to the pencil guidelines)
Mockup:  a rough layout of pages to plan a book
Paste-up:  the final artwork pages ready for printing
Indicia:  important copyight and other legal information printed in a book, usually at the beginning.

Comics Terminology
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THREE-ACT STORY STRUCTURE

I. Setup II.Conflict III. Resolution

Characters
(If they are new chararacters  you need
to establish their personality somehow)

Setting
(time and place)

An Action, Event or Situation
(a new character, a sudden change, etc.)

Pre-existing conditions:

New conditions:

Reactions of characters which
 are motivated by their characteristics

(of person or relationships between characters)

 

Stasis
(Things return to normal.)

Change
(Things have changed, 
fundamentally or superficially.)

+

=

CONFLICT

+

=
• Reversals
• Complications
• Secondary conflicts

AND, eventually... 

RESOLUTION 
of conflict, either temporarily 
or permanently

Of course, this is not all that happens in a good story, whether it's comics or something else. Soon we will also be talking about:
digressions, observations, flashbacks, mood pieces, slices of life, themes & leitmotifs, and other things that happen in and around 

the story itself.

3-act diagram v.1 9/2001

NACAE
National Association of Comics Art Educators
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