Ohio History Connection — Learn at Home

A Graphic History
Graphic Storytelling and Comic Writing

INTRODUCTION:

Children will read a short graphic story about Jesse Owens and watch a video about the research, writing
and illustrating process for the graphic story. Then children will conduct original research on a figure of
their choice and create a short biography about that person in graphic or comic form.

GRADES:
6 through 12

DURATION:

Suggested time: approximately 12 total work-time hours — Total time will vary based on child’'s grade level,
topic of research and creative process.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

e Children will understand how to read, interpret and analyze graphic stories and comics as literature
or nonfiction works.

e Children will perform historical research using online databases to collect information on a topic,
then compile that research into a narrative, graphic-form story.

e Children will interpret and analyze digital primary and secondary sources to identify main ideas and

key facts.
e Children will use common comic and graphic story conventions to tell a narrative story.
MATERIALS:

e “The Jesse Owens Story” comic (attached), as featured in the November 2018 issue of Echoes, the
Ohio History Connection'’s publication for members

e Process Guide (attached, optional)

e Computer with internet access

e Panel Outlines (optional) or blank paper

e Felt-tip markers, pens, colored pencils, etc. for illustrating the story

ACTIVITY:
1. Read the comic "The Jesse Owens Story” (attached below), then watch the video “The Making of
The Jesse Owens Story™.

2. Consider a person of historical significance from Ohio. This figure can be someone from the past or
currently living. This could also be a family member or someone you know who has a story you
want to tell.

TIP: Looking for ideas? Visit OhioHistoryCentral.org and browse by topic to find entries on
Ohio’s historical figures that might be of interest to you. You can visit OhioMemory.org and
browse subjects. Lastly, check out this list of Ohio Women of Significance for short
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https://youtu.be/pEtj-mnhXkg
https://youtu.be/pEtj-mnhXkg
https://ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Entries_By_Topic
file://///files.ohiohistory.org/groups/OUT/shared/Ed%20Resource%20COVID/ohiomemory.org
https://www.ohiohistory.org/OHC/media/OHC-Media/Learn/Education%20Blog/Significant-Ohio-Women-Biographies.pdf
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biographies on important Ohio women. If you want to chose a family member or some you
know, be certain that you have access to primary or secondary sources about them such as
photo albums, letters, diaries or oral histories. Check out our activity on collecting oral
histories to guide you in collecting an oral history.

3. Visit OhioMemory.org to search for primary sources such as diaries, letters or newspaper articles to
begin your research. Don't forget to collect photographs, portraits or other images of your figure!

4. Use the attached process guide to help develop your outlines, drafts and illustrations (optional). Be
sure to proofread for accuracy. If not using the process guide, be sure to outline the key facts about
your figure, then compose a rough draft of the narrative you'd like to tell. Remember that this isn't
an essay! You can use bullet points to organize the main points you want to make if you chose not
to use the process worksheet. Check out this handout on comic terminology and this handout on
story structure from the National Association of Comic Art Educators and the Center for Cartoon
Studies, attached.

5. Complete a final draft of your comic or graphic story using the panel outlines or your own blank
paper.

6. Share your work with us! Tag @OhioHistory on Twitter, @OhioHistoryConnection on Facebook or
email us at education@ohiohistory.org.

REFERENECES
Morrow, Raechel. & Spencer, Steve. “The Jesse Owens Story.” Echoes Magazine, Nov, 2018, pp. 33-38.

National Association of Comics Art Educators. “Three-Act Story Structure.” The Center for Cartoon Studies,
https://www.cartoonstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/three_act.pdf.

National Association of Comics Art Educators. “Comics Terminology.” The Center for Cartoon Studies,
https://www.cartoonstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/terminology.pdf.

RESOURCES FOR FURTHER LEARNING

Want to learn more about graphic storytelling and comic writing? Visit cartoonstudies.org/teachingcomics
for more resources.

If you've enjoyed reading the biographical graphic story on Jesse Owens, check out these other nonfiction
graphic novels. Please note that caregivers are responsible for determining age appropriateness for your
child for any of these suggested texts.

Satrapi, Marjane. The Complete Persepolis. Pantheon, 2007. ISBN 9780375714832. (This book was originally
published in two volumes.) A graphic memoir, Persepolis is the story of Satrapi's coming of age in
Tehran during the Islamic Revolution. Please be aware of language and mature content — suggested
for grades 10 and up.
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https://www.ohiohistory.org/OHC/media/OHC-Media/Learn/Education%20Blog/Oral-History-Lesson.pdf
https://www.ohiohistory.org/OHC/media/OHC-Media/Learn/Education%20Blog/Oral-History-Lesson.pdf
file://///files.ohiohistory.org/groups/OUT/shared/Ed%20Resource%20COVID/ohiomemory.org
https://www.cartoonstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/terminology.pdf
https://www.cartoonstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/three_act.pdf
https://www.cartoonstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/three_act.pdf
mailto:education@ohiohistory.org
https://www.cartoonstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/three_act.pdf
https://www.cartoonstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/terminology.pdf
cartoonstudies.org/teachingcomics
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Spiegelman, Art. The Complete Maus. Penguin, 2003. ISBN 9780141014081. (This book was originally

Titeux,

published in two parts and can be found as Maus I: A Survivor's Tale and Maus Il, as well as this
complete edition.) In 1993, Maus I: A Survivor’s Tale was the first graphic novel to win a Pulitzer
Prize. The complete story of Vladek Spiegelman and his wife living and surviving in Hitler's Europe,
this book captures the horror of the Holocaust through cartoons and creative license. The author
casts the Nazi's as cats and the Jews as mice, and humanizes the Jewish war experience. Suggested
for grades 7 and up.

Sybille & Amazing Ameziane. Muhammad Ali. Dark Horse Books, 2016. ISBN 9781506703183. This is
a graphic biography, but Muhammad Ali's superhero-like story makes it feel like a true comic book.
This book tells the story of one of the biggest civil rights and athletic icons of the twentieth century
from his childhood start in boxing, to his work as an activist. Suggested for grades 7 and up.
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A Graphic History
Graphic Storytelling and Comic Writing
PROCESS GUIDE

1. SKETCHES AND PLAY

Explore your idea with doodles and writing. List main events you want to share in chronological order.

Main events/Key Facts: Doodles and sketches:
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2. FIRST PANELS

Sketch drafts of your panels. These drafts should focus on composition (what items/illustrations that go in
each panel or section, where those things are placed) and sequence of events.

1. 2.
3 4.
5 6.
7 8

© Ohio History Connection 2020 2
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3. DETAILED PRACTICE

Practice sketching your figure with different expressions or poses. If drawing exact representations from
photographs, practice those sketches here, too.

© Ohio History Connection 2020
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A Graphic History

Graphic Storytelling and Comic Writing
PANEL OUTLINES

You can use the following panel outlines for your final comic or graphic story. The first outline (horizontal) is for
a traditional comic format with panels. The second outline (vertical) is for a graphic story, like the format used in
“The Jesse Owens Story” graphic story you read at the beginning of the activity.
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Comics Terminology

Splash panel. Also, splash
page (if full page)

Bleed (image runs
off page) Also, full

= bleed, image runs
off page on all

sides.
Speech

balloon/
bubble

"Camera" angles
shot-reverse shot
close up

long shot

Panel/_
frame

Gutter (space
between
panels)

Narrative
box/
voice-over =

Thought balloon/bubble
Emanata

Other terms Borderless panel

Spread: two facing pages in a printed book

Recto/verso: technical terms for pages in a spread. Recto = right page, verso = left page

Printer’s spread: the layout of pages for printing. Not the same as a spread in a printed book.

Thumbnail: a rough sketch of a comic, delineating placement of figures, word balloons, and background
elements, as well as content of word balloons.

Pencil: a relatively defined drawing preliminary to the final inked stage.

Inks: the final stage of a comics drawing (applying ink to the pencil guidelines)

Mockup: a rough layout of pages to plan a book

Paste-up: the final artwork pages ready for printing

Indicia: important copyight and other legal information printed in a book, usually at the beginning.
This document is free for non-commercial educational use.
See http://www.teachingcomics.org/copy.php for complete copyright information.



NACAE

National Association of Comics Art Educators

I. Setup

Pre-existing conditions:

Characters
(If they are new chararacters you need
to establish their personality somehow)

Setting

(time and place)

_|_

New conditions:

An Action, Event or Situation
(a new character, a sudden change, etc.)

are motivated by their characteristics

THREE-ACT STORY STRUCTURE

I1.Conflict

CONFLICT

_I_

Reactions of characters which
(of person or relationships between characters)

* Reversals
+ Complications
* Secondary conflicts

AND, eventually...

I11. Resolution

RESOLUTION
of conflict, either temporarily
or permanently

Stasis
(Things return to normal.)

Change
(Things have changed,
fundamentally or superficially.)

Of course, this is not all that happens in a good story, whether it's comics or something else. Soon we will also be talking about:
digressions, observations, flashbacks, mood pieces, slices of life, themes & leitmotifs, and other things that happen in and around

the story itself.

This document is free for non-commercial educational use.
See http://www.teachingcomics.org/copy.php for complete copyright information.

3-act diagram v.1 9/2001
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