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1.0 Introduction

Ohio Modern: Preserving QOur Recent Past,
Cleveland and Cuyahoga County Survey Report
presents the results of an architectural survey
conducted throughout Cuyahoga County, with
a focus on suburban communities that were
created or drastically grew during the modemn
period, which for this report, is considered to be
ca. 1940 through 1976. The City of Cleveland
and its surrounding communities experienced
changes during this period that altered the built
environment of these areas, especially during
the 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s. As the
population expanded in number and diversity of
ethnic groups, partially due to the new
employment opportunities available in the area,
new industrial, housing, commercial,
ecclesiastical,  recreational, and  other
developments were needed to serve the
changing citizenry. Much of the new
development was possible through the greater
adoption and  expansion of automobile
ownership, which permitted families to live and
work beyond the city limits. Without new
interstates and improved federal and state
highways, movement into areas previously
thought to be hinterlands, would not have been
possible. The map shown on Figure 1-1 shows
the City of Cleveland with the surrounding
communities of Cuyahoga County, while Figure
1-2 illustrates building construction starting in
the nineteenth century, with a clear emphasis on
city and suburban building campaigns.

Previous reports and surveys that focus on the
mid-twentieth century modem period in Ohio
include a state-wide historic context, Ohio
Modern: Preserving Our Recent Past, and
regional-specific, Ohio Modern: Preserving
Our Recent Past Dayton and Surrounding Area
Survey Report. Both projects were completed in
2010 and serve as excellent references in the
identification of modern-era resources.

The Ohio Modern: Preserving Our Recent Past,
Cleveland and Cuyahoga County Survey Report
mirrors the previous survey report completed for

Dayton and its surrounding area in that it
provides a summary of the area’s overall
history, and then focuses on specific topics
relating to the modern period. Topics include
industry, suburban development,
transportation, military, agriculture, recreation,
religion, education, and ethnic movements.
Each topic includes a history of the subject
placed within the context of Cuyahoga County
as well as examples of resource types
associated that were surveyed as part of this
project. Research for the survey report was
initiated in the summer of 2016 and continued
into 2017. Research for individual resources
was conducted after fieldwork was completed.

The project team inventoried approximately
600 resources within Cuyahoga County for the
survey. Resource types include suburban
houses, apartment buildings, shopping centers
and malls, churches, schools, industrial
complexes, government buildings, and others.
Each resource surveyed was previously
unrecorded either within the Ohio Historic
Inventory (OHI) or listed within the National
Register of Historic Places (NRHP); however, a
few were previously identified as Cleveland
Designated Landmarks by the Cleveland City
Planning  Commission.  Fieldwork  was
conducted by two, two-person teams of
architectural historians the week of November
28, 2016. Conducting fieldwork in the late fall
when most of the leaves had fallen, allowed for
clearer views of the resources from the public
rights-of-way.

Each resource was recorded on an OHI form
and submitted to the Ohio State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) for review. Those
forms, as well as this survey report, are on file
at the SHPO, Ohio History Connection, 800
East 17" Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43211 and
through its website —
https://www.ohiohistory.org/preserve/state-
historic-preservation-office.
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