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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

History plays a defining role in the formation of our personal and democratic ideologies, and
how we internalize, interpret, and use thatdry speaks volumes about who we armwever,

like the study of geography, the emphasis on the study of history has significantly Watiesl.
face of aggressive STEfbcused curriculum, what is the role, or necessity, of teaching history
and sociaktudies?The object of this report is to explore this question: What is the public value
of history and historic preservation in Ohi/ begin with an exploration of the public value of
Ohi o 06 s, informed by fowy survey$rom four different persgectives

Admi ni strators of Ohiobs historic sites
Visitors to those sites

Ohi obs soci al studies teachers

The geneal public in and around Ohio

Site Administratorst is estimated that Ohio boasts nearly 1,000 local history organizations, most
of them vey small with very few budgetary or human resourdéile the diversity of these

sites appears to be well represented among the 96 administrators who replied to outh&uevey
are indications thdarger organizations may be owepresented in compadn tothe large

number of local sites which depend almost entirely on volunteers.

In an online survey, we asétadministrators how Ohio could help them attract more visitors and
better encourage an appreciation of Ohiods hi
¢ Not surprisingly, may administrator§23%)suggested that more funding wouldrhest
valuable
¢ An even larger number of respondents, how¢28%0), would like to see Ohio do a
better job of promotings historic sites.

Site VisitorsWe also asked site administrators take a brief questionnaire available to visitors
as they exedthe site. Many obliged, resulting in 246 responses from visitors, despite the fact
that our study did not include the summer months during which most visits take place.

The responses showearwhelmingly that the visitors who replied to our survey found their trips
to historic sites to be very much worthwhile on multiple levels.
¢ Nearly all found that the visit was an opportunity to engage in quality family time and
called the visit a valuab learning experiend®9%)
e At the same time, the vast majorif6%)said their visit was entertaining
e Italsomade them feel proud to be American(97%)

Social Studies Teache@onsidering the essential role of teachers, who are often the first to

introduce new generations to history and historical experiences, it was imperative to solicit

Ohi oés teachersé views on Ohiobs history. We
teachers, grades-K2. We looked at the value they findinfigldd i ps, and al so how
history enriches classroom learning.




e The teachers unanimously say that field tripspecially those to local histosites not
only enhance the studentsod | earning exper.i
¢ Helpmaketeachers more effective ihd classroom angrovidea frame of refeance for
the textbook material
e Also, over 90% of the teachers said they turn to local archives and historic sites to obtain
primary sources of information and docunsetat use in their lesson plans
e Theteachersals expressed interest for even deeper
classrooms, including having an historraake goresertionat their schoo(77%)or
being trained on both local history and the techniques of embedding local historic
heritage m the curriculun(90%)

Teachers repeatedly asserted that neither society nor the government puts enough value in

teaching history in general. One teacbleservedthai no one bl ed on the fie
up against tyranny because X=5; childrerogrinto responsible citizens inspired by serious

study of their history.o

Ohio resident$n a random phone survey of residents of Ohio and neighboring counties, we

exploral how people define history. We loettat the importance of history to them andvho

they prefer to experience history. Then we considiére economic and political benefit of

Ohi o006s history and historic sites for the gen

The results from more thardD0 completed surveys show that the respondents conceive of
historyvery broadly, including not only the big textbook topics they read about in high school
like Ancient Romg71%), but also more recent things that relate to their own personal daily
lives, such as the Lucille Ball Sha@®4%)and their own childhood hon{88%).

In addition to asking our phone interviewees to define history, we also asked questions to assess
how i mportant Ohi ©verall, Ghioang eapregdarn irmpressive appneeiation

for their 7iédhatpergosal and cellecolevgls

86% say Ohiods history wthdm hi storic places
More thanhalf (53%) of respondents say history is important to their career

76% say they think about the past when making important decisions

72% look to historic figures asle models

Today few people doubt the importance and value of civil society in America. We explore
whet her or not Ohiods history serves as a res
society here in the Midwest. Based on responses tadiguesbout their involvement in things
like clubs, politics and daily neighborhood activities, we created several indexes which measure
various levels of civic engagement. These indexes were combined to create an overall Civic
Participation Index, whiclvas then correlated with responses indicating the value people place
on history.
e The result shows that Ohioans who say they
higher on the Civic Participation Index. We can confidently say the differamocegral
civic engagement levelsetween people who say history is important and those who say
it is not important exist not only in our sample, but throughout all of Ohio.



Measuring an abstract concept like public value is no simple task. With these foyssueve
attempted to capture the multitude of benefit
includes not only economic benefits of employment and tourism, but also the civic enrichment of
educated, engaged citizens. We also found eviderice t h e w o ristdry oo d per€dmal o 6 s
level; these historic sites and museums give people a sense of pride, conjure fond memories, and
offer a place for family time and special events. Because these benefits are not easily

guantifiable, their impdance can easily be overlooked.

Taken together, the four surveys show that these sites' public value is multifaceteNot

only do they seem to generate employment and local business revenue, but also they are
valuable to teachers and parents as source$ education and places to spend quality time
with family. They also are a source of pride for Ohioans and they are associated with civic
participation. In short, families, schools, businesses, employees and even our democracy
itself all have a stake irnthese historic sites and museums.

Thereportsummarizeswo economic opportunitied) the continued preservation, development,

and promotion of our statedsthmstatrecOhesosri
tourism industry and 2) theacognition thahistoric preservation is a key element of sustainable
growthis an opportunity for the historic preservation community to join with environmental

community to take part in projects that provide a stimulus for job creation, environmental

sudainability, and infrastructure repairs.

Specificrecommendations for policies and program&rmedby theresearchn this report, are
provided These include 1) involving state and local history organizations in the planning and

implementation of Goetnor TedSt r i ckl anddés educational reform
rapidly-approaching commemorationthe War of 1812 and The Civil Warto promote an
awareness of Ohiodbs role in these events and
took place.

Finally, a series of vignettdseachrepresenting a unique approach to utilizing history in an
effective, relevant mannérare presenteds examples of commures and programs that
capitalizefinancially and culturally on the value of historyhese include six historic sites and
how they benefit their communities, the several sites being considered for incluierUinited
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNES®@WOM)d Heritagelisting

and three statewide prograinghe Ohio Main StreeProgram The Federal Historic
Rehabilitation Tax Credit Program, and The Ohio Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program

In an era of accelerated change, these vignettes offer a succinct review of successtul history
based venturestwer e t he fAvalue of historyo is foremos:



INTRODUCTION:

There is no doubt that history plays a defining role enfdrmation of our personal and

democratic ideologiesHow history is defined, and imparted, is a cruasppect of our maturity,
bothindividually and as a natiorHHow we internalize, interpret, and use that history speaks
volumes about who we arélowever, like the study of geography, the emphasis on the study of
history has significantly wanedn the face of aggressive STEfbcused curriculum, what is the
role, or necessity, of teachigstory andsocial studies?Historically, Ohio history was deeply
engrained in students from an early a@#io prided itself on being home of the Great Serpent
Mound,witness to Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry's stunning naval victory on Lake Erie, and
as a "mother of Presidents." The impact of Ohio's industrial/technological giants, the Wright
Brothers, Thomas Edison, and Harvey Firestone were recognizedwiddd.aml internalized

by every student in the state by the time they graduated from elementary dottbel 1960s

and early 1970s pioneer space voyagers John Glenn and Neil Armstrong took over those roles,
while Ohio's earlier history began to fade into memoAs the 20th century entered its last
guarter, and especially after the national Bicentennial in 1976, there was renewed interest in
Ohio's history...historic sites and small museums proliferated, historic preservation became a
mainstream activity, geaogy and historic recognitions flourisheBut again in the ensuing

years as the new century and millennium dawned, ostensibly more pressing matters of national
security and financial stability overtook the nation, while funding for and interest irsthing
historic again began to wand&hatthelegions of small historical societies andisaums are
sustained largely by post 60 yead volunteers is worrisomea/Nho uses these site¥?ho cares

for them™Who will carry on their vital mission of protecting ©Is patrimony? Should ¢hstate
bereadyto witness the'E-bay' auctioning of the state's heritage?

By the 21st century, the recognition that Ohio's history and the value placed on it no longer held
the imperative position it once was afforded has tedesto believe that the importance and
relevance oDhio's history might be in crisis, or at least highly uageognized, underutilized,

and underappreciatedn the face of the now inextricable bond between communication and
technology, history, the e placed on it, and the teaching of history seem to have taken a back
seat to more modern, contemporary concelsdt time for theimportanceof Ohio's history to
bereest abl i shed? Is it time for groupsgoysond i ndi
re-invent themselves And how would that happeniherently everyone knows that history is

a basis for sound decisianaking and for understanding the contextvimich not only one's
community and state, but also the nation, evolved to itecuiteration. It is time for Ohio's

history, indeed the very value placed on the state's vital and-alwaitiging heritage, to once
againassertheplace of prominence it once enjoyed.

This report, undertaken by the Urban Affairs Center of the Usityeof Toledofor the Ohio
Historical Society, will address many of these concerns, and will provide multiple perspectives
onthepud i ¢ value of Ohiobs history yesterday, to

History should be studied because it is essential to ingidsdand to society, and because it
harbors beauty. There are many ways to discuss the real functions of thecsabjdutre are
many different historical talents and many different paths to historical meaning.

-- Peter SternWhy Study HistoryAmericanHistorical Association, 1998



EXPLORI NG THE PUBLI C VALUE OF OHI O6S HI STORY
AND ITS CONNECTION TO CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

Mark H. Moore at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard has pioneered work on the

study of public value and the public and nonprofgasrizations that contribute to creating it. He

has plainly said that npuBRublicwwuevaadlsoeeenidsfinedh at t
asimproving conditions in society. The generality of this term is intentional, sirhe benefits

of O histayyGasd historic sites are manifold and diverséhis section will explore the

public value of Ohiods history from four diff

(ADAdmi ni strators of Ohiobs historic sites
(2) Visitors to those sites

(3) Ohiobdbs shersi al studies teac

(4) The general public in and around Ohio

Each of these groups was surveyed in the fall of 2008. (A full explanation of the methodology

for all four surveys is providkat http:/uac.utoledo.edu/Publications/OhioHistory.ktive will

begin with the people who know Ohiobds history
sites.

Ohi o06s Historic Site Administrators

The diversity of Ohi o6s Bpresentedramangteei98 es appear
administrators who replied to our survey. However, there are indications that the

responses were skewed to larger organizations rather than the large numbers of local sites
which depend almost entirely on volunteersMost respondats operat@a museum, but they

also represent a variety of other attractions and services, such as a libraries and archeological
sites About twothirds (67%)indicate that theisitesare open yearound, and almost a{P4%)

saythat theyoffer permanenexhibits for visitorsThe use of temporary exhibigsois very

common (85%); and sites offer a variety of other attractions, such as workshops, lectures and re
enactments. Only about ottard of sitessurveyedcharge admission for these attractions.

Those that do are relatively affordable when compared to other family activities, such as going to
the movies and professional sports events. It also is worth notingnititird of sitessurveyed
accommodatsepecial events, like weddings and holidegasions.

These sites clearly offer a variety of attractions and services for visitors to enjoy. But their value

to the community goes beyond thétis estimated that Ohio boasts near)@QD local history

organizations, most of them very small wiiry few budgetary or human resourcEse

following sections will show that these sites bring in and spend a considerable amount of money

for the local economy. Many sites employ people, and almost all of them offer opportunities for
volunteerism. We Wlibegin by lookingat e s pondent sé budgets and the
operate.It is important to note that the budget numbers here only represent the organizations

that replied to our survey, which tend to be larger, rely much more heavily on founaling,

! Beverly Sheppard, American Association of State and Local History (AASLH) Conference, fall 2008.


http://uac.utoledo.edu/Publications/OhioHistory.htm

and have different budget priorities than many of the organizations that did not respond to the
survey

Revenue

On averageadministrators surveyed indicated thaer half (54%) ofthes i t es 6 r evenue
from public funding. Other sourcexlude admission fees (14%) as well as special events and

fund drives, revenues from food sales and gift shops, each of which accounts for less than 10%

of total revenue.

Eighty-two percent of the sites surveyed receivéeast sompublic funding; so pblic funding

is both the biggest and most common source of revenue for many of thes@&Isiestate or

local governments invest even modest amounts of funding to local history organizations is a
strong indication of the value of those organizatiorthéocommunity and the public goods
(historical objects, archives, history museums, genealogical resources, etc.) that they make
accessible to the public

Expenses
Having assessed revenue, we asked administrators to break down their budgets for us.

Onaverage, the biggest portion of their budgetalaries and wages: 69% of the total budget.
Fifty-three percent of sitegirveyedcemploy at least one person. These sites tend to prefer year
round employment over seasonal employment, but still ovephtig sites utilize paitime
employees. In addition to employees, 95% of administrators say they have volunteers at their
site. Additional expenses include consulting services (10%) and site maintenance and repair
(9%), as well as supplies, marketimgd insurance (each accounting for 5% or less of total
expenses).

Budgets

Budget for th MearShare of Budg
Salary, wages and bene $132,70. 69%
Consul tin $19,59¢ 10%
Maintenance, repair and upgra $16,48¢ 9%
Materials and suppli $9,89: 5%
Marketingandadvertisin $8,34¢ 4%
Insuranc $5,76. 3%

Total $192,78' 100%

Thirty percent of administratokgho respondeday they reduced their budget in the last three
years. It is important to note this survey was cont@teby November 200&nd that increased
economic pressures make further cutbacks likely.

Administratorso Vi ews

At the end of our survey we asked administrators two last questions: (1) How could the State of
Ohio help sites like yours aditt more visibrs? And (2) Howeould the State of Ohio better
promote an appreciation of Ohiods history?




Regarding the first question, not everyone expressed an opinion; but the most common response
(28%) was related to pr omot ifeatgringdites andhe Ohioi st or i
gover nment Ofacilitatiegocsllaboratioramorny historic siteperhaps including joint
advertising (Ninetysix percent of sites say they already advertise. Most commonly, they use
thenewspaper (84%), but they alsmploy a wide variety of other media, including brochures,
magazines, the radio and TV.)

Another 23% of administrators said more funding isnttest importansolution. The

administrators were not always clear about how the funding should be alldn#tei;as

included grants for improvement projects, technological upgrades, and advertising. Many other
administrators simply noted that Ohio has a rich history and its sites have important educational
value, but they did nauggeshow to convey that nesage to the publi€inally, two

administrators said they actually would prefer the government not be involved in their activities.

As for the second questipimow the State of Ohicouldbetter promote an appreciation of Ohie
history,the result wasnuch the same. The two most common answers were related to funding
(24%) and promotion (15%). Another 8% suggested-state education programs at different
levels, including elementary schools and colleges. As before, two respondents said they would
prefer the government not be involved.

Having taken the administratorsod perspectives
people who visit these sites. The éoling section shows their views, whioffer the
administratorgnuchof whichto beproud.

Vi sitors to Ohiobs Historic Sites

When we surveyed the historic site administrators, we also asked them to make a brief
guestionnaire available to visitors as theyexkihe site. Many administrators obliged, resulting

in 246 responses from visers, despite the fact that our study did not include the summer months
during which most visits take place.

The 246 espondentseported spending on average $106 for things like food, lodging and

souvenirs. While not all visitors paid for lodging, $eavho did on average paid $241. Among

visitors who paid for food and souvenirs, they spent an average of $57 for food and $48 for
souvenirs. We dondét know how much of this sp
considering t ha foodaadmgne af themeoffer lddgimgpwe cam saly that the
presence of these sites generates significant demand for other services in their areas.

The responses show overwhelmingly that the visitors who replied to our survey found their
trips to historic sites to be very much worthwhile on multiple levels.Nearly 100% agreed or
strongly agreed that the visit was an opportunity to engage in quality family time. Likewise,
99% called the visit a valuable learning experience. But at the same time, thejeaisy m

(96%) said their visit was entertaining and it made them feel proud to be an American (97%).

In addition, 93% of visitors said they intend to make a return visit in the next two years.
And virtually everyone said they would recommend the site tothers.

1C



Considering these favorable responses, perhaps it is no surprise that these sites rely so heavily on
word of mouth for advertising. Indeed, when asked how they heard about these sites, over half
of the visitors (52%) mentioned word of mouth; thigs their most common response.

It is impressive that these sites can survive with so little investment in advertising; most

businesses in the private sector could not do that. However, the statistics above also

suggest the need for more investmentinrpo mot i ng Ohi o6s heriitage to
precisely what many of the site administrators said.This data suggests more concerted

effort could be made to raise awareness delevisionand online.

The survey of visitors focused primarily on indiuals and families whaisitedthese sites. But

we also need to consider another major beneficiary of historic sites and one of the most
consistent visitors: schools on field trips. We also surveyed school teachers to assess what value
theyandtheirsthient s find in Ohiobs historic sites.
findings.

Oh i &drial Studies/HistoryTeachers

Aside from the family, teachers are the fpsbpleto introduce new generations to history and
historical experiences. When salcstudies teachers choose to take their students on field trips to

hi storic sites, they are helping these childr
Considering their essential role, ntOlwiacd6s mpe
history. The following data come from the responses of 574 social studies teachers in Ohio,

grades K12. We wi | | | ook at the value they find in f
enriches classroom learning.

Field Trips

For most teacher®5%),field tripsare not a required part of their school curricul@ecording
tothesurveys Nevertheless, the schools appeared to
of the participants noted that their schools provided transportation libtrfpes, 55% of schools
granted |l ogistical support, 35% offered | unch

able to support fieltrips financially.

The teachers unanimously say that fieldrips - especially those to local historic sitesiot
only enhance nihgexpsriencas but dlse Idelp teaclhers be more effective in
the classroom. More precisely, teachers said figtgps serve two main purposes: 1) they help
students visualize textbook material and enhances their ledB#figof the respondents), and 2)
a fieldtrip is an opportunity to provide students with additional educational information (36%).
Teachers also said the field trips provide a frame of reference for the textbook material,
cover the standards in a way impasible in a classroom, and appeal to different learning
styles.In addition, the participants agree that figigs are an opportunity for students to
appreciate their historic heritage (96%), to see history from a diffeessgqrtive (97%), to
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appreciag diversity (95%), to engage in service learning within their own community (90%), and
to develop strong leadership skills.

Considering the value of fieldips, it is unfortunate that most of the schools have a limit of one

trip per year per class. Bewd this, the trips have to be paid by the parents; many of whom

cannot afford them. Even when there is money for tighs, there are a limited number of sites

that can accommodate a class ofl2® students. And due to parental consent rules,tfipkl

need to happen during a certain time of day,
operation.

Classroom Learning

When it comes to teaching history, the teachers put a lot of effort in selecting and/or creating
their educational soues.Only 5% of the respondents rely exclusively on a textbook; the
majority (55%) include at least four other sources of information for their class, including
websites and audiaisual materials and neamcademic books on Ohio and local histoAjso,

ove 90% of the teachers said they turn to local archives and historic sites to obtain

primary sources of information and documents to use in their lesson plangn addition to
these lessons, 80% of tteaclers surveyed sapeyhave some books on local tasy in their
schoollibraries.

The teachers also expressed interest for even
classrooms. For example, 77% were interested in having an histoniake goreserdtionat

their school. Another 90% expressatkrest in being trained on both local history and the

techniques of mbedding locahistoryin the curriculum.

Teachersé Opinions

When asked to share their thoughts on Ohi ods
neither society nor the governmenputs enough value in teaching history in generalThey

added that even less value is associated with providing students with the information related to
their | ocal communityds heritage.

The teachers also mentioned insufficient communication betweenls@nd historic
organizations. Many teachers also said there is a laalwafenesabout Ohio Historical
Societydbs open houses and training opportunit

Finally, many teachers expressed their dissatisfaction with current teaching mandates-that over
emphasize the physical sciences at the expense of hiQag/teacheobserved that n ane

bled on the field or bravely stood up against tyranny because X=5; children grow into
responsible citizens inspired by serious stud

Residerts in and around Ohio

The three prior surveyisof site administrators, visitors and school teacherer convincing
evidence of the public value of Ohiobds histor
supporting local businesses)dproviding elucational opportunities and a place for families to
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spend quality time together. But those surveys focus on relatively few people who mostly are
already familiar with these site$n this last section we turn our attention to the general public to

see low broadly the public value of history extends. More precisely, we will look at how people

in and around Ohio define history. Then we will look at the importance of history for those same
people, followed by a discussion of how they prefer to experieistay. Then we will

consider the economic and political benefit o
public today.

How People Define History

In a random phone survey of 1,425 people (1,210 in Ohio and 215 in neighboring counties in
Indiana, Michigan, Pennsylvania and Kentucky), we read a list of phenomena and asked people
to state whether or not each one comes to mind with history.

When | say fAhistory, o0 which of the foll owing

The Lucille Ball Show 94%

Hurricane Katrina 93%
Invention of the light bulb 90%
My childhood home 88%
Ancient Rome 71%
WWII 50%

The results show that the respondents have a broadly inclusive conceptualization of
history. To most people it not only includes the big textbook topics they itaaat & high
school like Ancient Rome, but also more recent things that might even relate to their own
personal daily lives, such as the LigiBall Show and their own childhood home. In fact, the
more recent and personal aspects of history were monmmoniy noted than the more obvious
grand events of history, like World War IlI.

The Importance of History

In addition to asking our phone interviewees to define history, we also asked questions to assess
how i mportant Ohi ods hinsst,or8y6 % ss aayo Qhhieond.s hA nsot
places are somewhat important or very important to them. Over half (53%) of respondents say
history is important to their career. But even more personally, 76% say they think about the past
when making important desions. And 72% look to historic figures as role models. But history

is most definitively valuable when it relates to family; 94% of respondents agree/strongly agree
that their famil yds Whiethdseodaty showshow nmagh@eofdéaen t t o t
Ohi ob6s history at a personal l evel, it does n
collectively to maintain and promote that history.

The chart below addresses that issue, summarizing responses from two questions. The first
guestion(the left bar) asks peopletliey thinkthe government of Ohio is spending more, less or
about the same amount on preserving and promoting its history as do other Midwestern states.
The second question (the right bar) asks if the government of Ohitul Sp@ind more, less or

about the same amount as its neighboring states. Note how the bar on the left shows much more
cream and much less blue than the bar on the righs suggests Ohioangerceive that Ohio
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invests the same or less on history thanatber states and that they are inclined to think that
the Ohio government should invest more

100%:-
90%-
80%-1
70%-
60%-1
50%-
40%-
30%-
20%-
10%-

Oless
B Sam¢
O More

0%

OH Spendsé OH should spendé

In addition to comparing Ohio to other states, we also compared history to other matters of
public interest. The chart below summarizes data from five sepprastions. For each item

we asked if Ohiobdbs history i s w@arooveenvhelningss or e
majorityof r espondents said Ohiods history is equeé
good. Also notice that for each bar,the eam (fAimore i mportanto) sect
(Al ess i mp o MTHisauggests thastlose twhoser history as more important

consistently outweigh those who see it as less important.

100% 1

80% A

60% -
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Overall, Ohioans express an impressive appreciati f or t h e i T both &t persendls hi st
and more globallevel. That appreciation becomes more apparent in the next section, which
addresses how people like to learn about and relate to the history that surrounds them.

Experiencing History

We asked our phone interviewees how they prefer to experience history; their responses
suggested that people prefer both active and passive modes of experiencing Ressponses
were about evenly split between thegeosepreferred mode is watching documergay which
typically is done at home in front of the T\nd those who preferredttively visiting sites and
museums.
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In fact, 63% of respondents reported going on at least ontrigay the last three years.

Meanwhile, 61% said they have gone on a @rigp (lasting at least two days) in the past three

years. When asked about the types of places they visit on such trips, mareettard of

respondents said historic importance is the most important attribute of the places they visit.
Takentogetle r , t hese r espons escsiesgegdesante helplwdht Ohi 00 s
promotion so they are remembered when families sit down to plan a vacation.

Having considered how i mportaninan@dmourad sendhi st or
how thosepeople like to experience that history, it is time now to consider the impact of history
on those people in terms of civic engagement.

Ohioés History and Civil Society
(Historical study, in sum, is crucial to the promotion of that elusive creature,gténformed
citizen. It provides basic factual information about the background of our political institutions
and about the values and problems that affect our sociallvegllg. It also contributes to our
capacity to use evidence, assess interpretatiams,analyze change and continuities. No one
can ever quite deal with the present as the historian deals with th& wadack the perspective
for this feat; but we can move in this direction by applying historical habits of mind, and we will
function as btter citizens in the process

Peter SterndVhy Study HistoryAmerican Historical Association, 1998

When Alexis de Tocqueville crossed the Atlantic to study American society 180 years ago, he

came to a profound appreciation for the importance of garticipation. He noted how
Americans | earned the Ahabits of acting toget
Athe only one effective remedy against the ev
volunteers, activists, clubs and asations have carried the nation forward through

emanci pation from slavery and womends suffrag
world wars, economic collapse and terrorism.

Today few people doubt the importance and value of civil society iniBame©ur question is

whet her or n eerves@$a res@uece thahtsbutes toya healthy, active civil

society here in the Midwest. To address this issue, we asked our phone respondents a series of
guestions about their involvement in thirigge clubs, politics and daily neighborhood activities.

We quantified peoplebs responses to these que
indexes. Th&€ivic Membership IndexCMI) ranges from & and is based on four questions

about whetheor not they belong to any clubs or organizations, or if they donate to causes. The

Civic Action Index(CAl) ranges from L0 and is based di0 questions if they do any volunteer

work or participate in public events to promote a cause or to protest sagneiieCivic

Democracy IndeXCDI) ranges from @ and is based on six questions about whether or not

respondents voted or participated in campaigns for recent elections.

After creating these indexes, we added the first three together to creatpralwamsiveCivic
Participation Index More simply, CP1 = CMI + CAIl + CDI.This metaindex ranges from-Q0,
and provides a broad overview on each respond
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The table below shows that Ohi avaragsscoreB386 s ay
higher on the @ic Participationindex The effect is even more pronounced for tiveaC
ActionIndex The fact that the probability is virtually zero means there is almost no chance that
the difference of civic index scores is simglye to the fact that we randomly happened to call
only rare history buffs who also are civically engaged. In other words, the association between
history and civic participation is not merely some fluke of random chance in who we selected to
participatein our survey.

We can confidently say the differenaasoverall civic engagement levdigetween people who
say history is important artiose who say it is not important exists not only in our sample, but
throughout all of Ohio.

How | mpor t distdryto ypu? Oh i o 6Mean %Difference Probability

Civic Membership Index Important 1.9 26% (p.000)
Unimportant 1.5

Civic Action Index Important 3.2 29% (p-000)
Unimportant 25

Civic Democracy Index Important 3.2 17% (p.000)
Unimportant 2.8

Civic Patrticipation Index Important 8.5 23% (p.000)
Unimportant 6.9

Next we created another index, adding together responesfear questions about how
i mportant history is to pePRednalihgortane ofdistora |
Index (PIHI), and it has a positive, but weak correlation with the CPI.

The evidence so far shows some connection between an interest in history and civic

t

h

participation. B u t -rapdrtedsnteresh histaays €odestdthe peopl ed s

robustness of our findings, next we will look for correlations with their behavior and civic
participation. To begin, the first table below compares the averagesnyagemergcores for
people who visited the Ohio Historical @er last year to those who did not. The difference for
each index is considerable, especially the CDI.

The table below shows that Ohioans who say
higher on the CPI. The effect is even more pronounced fog CAl. The fact that the

probability is virtually zero means thidiis association between appreciation for history and

civic participation is not merely some fluke of random chance.
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Visited he Ohio Historical Center in last 12 months*
Mear % Differenct Probability

Civic Membership Inde $|gs %g 18% (p. = .001
Civic Action Inde» vgs 2;2[ 38% (p. = .000
Civic Democracy Inde vgs g;el 17% (p. = .002
Civic Participation Inde $gs 18012 250 (p. = .000

The second table, comparing people wisited theUnderground Railroad Freedom Center in
Cincinnati to everyone else, shows an even bigger difference in scores.

Visited the Underground Railroad Freedom Ceritelast 12 months
Mear % Differenct Probability

Civic Membership Inde $gs %? 240 (p. = .005
Civic Action Inde» $gs 2% 47% (p. = .000
Civic Democracy Inde wgs 2% 30% (p. = .000
Civic Participation Inde $|gs :I{-301E 330 (p. = .000

One last analysis adds more evidence to the connection between htieryted activities and

civic participation. The AVi si t o col umn bel ow shows the me
said visiting historic sites and museums is one of their preferred ways to experience history. The
AMovieso columns includes t hos distgryeandsdodnos who s
say they like to experience history by visiting sites or museudmsssence, this tests the

i nfl uence o¢sitedand msasumdiagasnst that of Hollywood. As before, the

contrast is strongest in the action index, whichshws a 27 % di fference i n f
and museums.

Visit Movies % Difference
Civic Action Index 35 2.7 27%
Civic Democracy Index 3.2 2.8 13%
Civic Membership Index 2.0 1.6 22%
Civic Participation Index 8.8 74 18%
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The evidence here is at times compelling. However, a caveat is in order: correlation does

not prove causation. I n other words, we do n
civic participation, or if people who have long been civicallgngaged also happen to have

an interest in history.

An alternative explanation is that <civic part
are mutually occurring and mutually reinforcing factors. This is, of course, quite plausible;

further research, such as intensive interviews or focus groups might help to better ascertain the
causal l ink between Ohiobs history and civVvic

Conclusion

Measuring an abstract concept like public value is no simple task. With these four gsinve
attempted to capture the multitude of benefit
includes not only economic benefits of employment and tourism, but also the civic enrichment

of educated, engaged citizens. We also found evidence ofthetwb o f Ohi o06s hi st o
personal levelhistoric sitesand museumgjive people a sense of pride, conjure fond

memories, and offer a place for family time and special events. Because these benefits are not
easily quantifiable, their importance can eagibe overlookedTaken together, the four

surveys show that these sites' public value is multifacetddt only do they seem to generate

some employment and local business revenue, but also they are valuable to teachers and

parents as sources of educati@and places to spend quality time with familfhey also are a

source of pride for Ohioans and they are associated with civic participationshort,

families, schools, businesses, employees and even our democracy itself all have a stalke in the
historic sitesand museums

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES

The next section of our report includes a discussion oEtemomic opportunitied) the
continued preservation, development, and prom
opportunity tostimulateOhi 06 s her i t agand2) tharecognition thatstrics t r y
preservation is a key element of sustainable grasvéim opportunity for the historic preservation
community to join with environmental community to take part in projects that prawstienulus

for job creation, environmental sustainability, and infrastructure repairs.

HERITAGE TOURISM

Heritage Tourism, that is people visiting historic sites or places that embodg Ohio
heritageyepresents a vital economic stimulus for the st@tkio's unique history encompasses a
rich record of human and environmental sequence from remnants of the last glacial era 10,000
15,000 years ago, through thousands of years of Natha&rican occupation, as the crossroads

of a new nation, and as an irgtitial and political leaderOhio has a wealth of opportunities that
relate directly to heritage tourism that are found throughout the state in places as diverse as the
Great Serpent Moundhe Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historical Patkstoricdistricts

like German Village, Shaker Square, the multiple warehouse districts in large and medium size
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cities alike, or any of the numerous classic American Main Streets represented in Ohio's smaller
communities and rural towns; Grand Rapids and its &pgter Fest; the Underground Railread
related sites in Ripley and around the state; Federabtatd (proposed) Heritage Areaad

Ohio, Hale Farm, or Sauder Villages.

While it may be difficult to predicaccuratelythe future impact of heritage trdyhistorically the
facts are impressiveA new (2009) ancillary program developed within the National Trust for
Historic Preservation and christened Heritage Travel,(hitp://gowithapurpose.conis

focused solely on heritage travel and relates some very potent statistics:

"According to Historic/Cultural Traveler research by the Travel Industry Association of America
(TIA) and Smithsonian Magazine2003:

e 81% of U.S. adults who traveled, or 118 million, are considered historic/cultural
travelers

e These travelers spend more money on historic/cultural trips compared to the average
U.S. trip (average $623 vs. $457, excluding cost of transporjation

e 30% of historic/cultural travelers' choice of destination was influenced by a specific
historic or cultural event or activity

e Historic/cultural trips are more likely to be seven nights or longer and include air travel,
a rental car and a hotel stay

e Fourin ten historic/cultural travelers added extra time to their trip specifically because
of a historic/cultural activity;

e 25% of historic/cultural travelers take three or more trips each year; and

e 44% of historic/cultural travelers include shopping amorgjrtkrip activities compared
to 33 % of all other travelers.

Subsequent research by PhoCusWright segments the heritage travel market in the

U.S. alone at approximately $70 billion per year domestically with 80

million travelers."

Numbers as revealing dsese suggest that heritage tourism in Ohio, given the multiplicity of
historic and cultural heritage sites in the sthges a strong economic impadthe statistics for
Ohio are equally impressivd8.hough not focused solely on heritage tourism, the Ohrgsion

of Tourism (a division of the Ohio Department aé\i2lopment) reports that in 2D08:

e More than 172nillion trips were taken to or within Ohia 2007. Nearly 36million of
those visits included an overnight stay.

e In 2007 visitors spent moréhan $38 billion in Ohio

e State and local taxes geatedin 2007were $1.4 billion and $70&illion, respectively

e Tourism providedver 454,00Qull time equivalent jobsvhich represents approximately
7% of OhintaklsyeaR0dbvith wages taling $9.4billion .

e Every $1 invested in tourism returned an additional $12 in state and locaint@08s8.

Figures such as these are powerful indicators of the potential impact heritage tourism holds for

Ohio. Continuing to link with existing heritageavetrelated programs, like the Ohio Division
of Tourism; the Historic Hotels of America; the National Trust's Dozen Distinctive Destinations
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(Ohio has had only two listings since the program's inception in 2000) or This Place Matters
campaign; Preservemerica; the Main Street Program; or Save America's Treasures, can be/are
important partnershipsThe Ohio Division of Tourisnfhttp://www.odod.state.oh.us/Travel.htm

for instance lists four "key pillars of emphasis,” one of which is 'History/Heritage,'
(http://consumer.discoverohio.com/whattodo/heritage Jaspiis website has wealthof

information aboutl5 of Ohio's most significant heritage themes, including: Agricultural, Amish,
Appalachia, Aviation/Space Exploration, Black History, Civil War, &tional/Research,

Heritage Area Tours, Historic Downtowns, Historic Sites, Lighthouses, Museums, National
Parks, Native American, and Presidential; each of these has a hotlink to as many as 141 (historic
sites) specific places or events to vidihese hemes are significant and can serve as the

keystone of Ohio's heritage tourism focus; additions might include Architecture, the Recent Past,
Historic Districts, the American Frontier, or Educational Development in Ohio.

Other ventures like the aforememtex National Trust's new Heritage Travel Inc. subsidiary may
bear investigation given its stated purpogestablishing &Web-based community for heritage
travelenthusiasts who share a passion for culture and history and are looking for ways to connect
and share with one another. In short, this new Web site will be a uniquely powerfti)-easy

heritage and cultural travébcused planning resource."

Taken as a whole, the economic impact from heritage tourism in Ohio has been significant
but also has the potential to have a profound impact from both an economic and heritage

site basis Combined withtheincreasingocus on sustainability and infrastructure repair and the
potential for the upgrading of underutilized heritdgesed sites, Ohio hasa@ opportunity to

unite these elements and seize th@ment to influence the heritage and economy of the state in
a powerful, constructive way.

SUSTAINABILITY

The dynamics of energy consumption are rapidly changing on the world Sigkanger is he
exploitation of natural resources viewed as unlimited, or as a 'rifjint. concept of "embodied
energy," the total accating of the energy required pwepare (including extracting and
processing the raw materials need to erect the structure), strwctnand to maintain a building
or structure is now recognized as having a quantifiable value, generally expressed infBiBUS.
can lead to a very different economic analysis, one that necessarily must compare the real costs
of construction and maimeance, plus the total amount of energy reeldd demolish and erect a
new building, versus the reuse of an existing edifiée. early as 198%ioneer preservationist
James Marston Fitch, in hiandmark workHistoric Preservation: Curatorial Managemeot

the Built World recognized the consequence of this dialogue in the Chapter, "The Economic
Sense of Retrieval and Recyclingdere, he dedicates entire sections to the importance of this
type of energy assessment, as found in 'Technological ObsatleséeNew Concept' and
'‘Quantifying the Energy in the Built World' wherein he fully describes thébteled energy”
approach tahatquantification.

Nowhere is this more obvious than in the architectural community. Hardlgchiiectural firm

in thestateor nationcould be found thadoesn't tout its ability to "build green” for new buildings
or to adaptively use existirgy historic structuresThe rapid and immense development of
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"environmentally green technologies" for new buildingsrasuredustwithin the last decade,

with a vast array of sustainable materials and technologies now available for new construction.
Equally, while the actual level of prowess in thause of older and historic structures is a "work

in progress” for many firmshe fact that the majority of architectural firms admit some

proficiency in this area is an important step toward energy sustainafitig/long courtship of

the environmental and historic preservation movements has finally resulted in the announcement
of their engagement and impending marriage, a union of the two most prominent movements
with conservation/preservation at the heart of their missidhs. architectural community is

poised as the 'ministén-waiting' to bring the two ta formal union This is a farreaching
development and the harbinger of a new paradigm in architecture, historic preservation, and the
economics of place (as noted in the work of promipeeservation economist Donovan

Rypkema).

In the words of Carl Elefante, an architedth Quinn| Evans Architects and a rising spokesman

for the 'green’ architectural revolutidithe Greenest Building Is... One That Is Already

Built" (Forum Journa2l, no.4; Summer 2007).His section on "Preservation and

Sustainability” in the newe$2009) edition oHistoric Preservation An Introduction to its

History, Principles, and Practice, is dramatic and succinctly frames this issue:
"Recently the national discussion about the future of our cities, perhaps our civilization,
changed from ae&bate over whether human impacts on the environment are leading to
potentially severe problems to one focused on what we can do to diminish and even
reverse those impacts. Today, preventing climate change is the rallying call for millions,
not just traditonal environmental activists. However, this environmentally conscious
approach still faces problems. Largely, the "green building movement" remains blind to
its most troubling truth: We cannot build our way to sustainability. Even if, with the wave
of a green wand, every building constructed from this day hence has a vegetative roof, is
powered only with renewable energy sources, and is built entirely of environmentally
appropriatematerials, sustainability would still be far from fully realized. Seeking
sdvation through green building fails to account for the overwhelming vastness of the
existing building stock. The accumulated building stock is the elephant in the room.
Ignoring it, we risk being trampled by it. We cannot build our way to sustainabigy;
mustconserve our way to it. Consider the numbers. The U.S. Department of Energy
maintains a database of America's r@sidential buildings, its Commercial Building
EnergyConsumption Survelts latest update [2003hdicated that there are some 65
billion square feet of nonresidential buildings in the United Stafe@seconomic
projection by Architecinagazineestimates up to 28 billion square feet of new
constructionwill be builtby 2030, an increase of more than 40 percent. The report also
notesthat during the same period, more than 54 billion square feebfesidential
building stock, about 84 percent of it, will undergo substantial modification. Picture it
this way: Four out of every five existing buildings will be renovated over the next
generation while two new buildings are add€thn sustainability be achieved if our
green vision extends only to new buildings, ignoring the enormous challenges of existing
buildings and communities? It is up to the preservatmmmunity to call attentiorot
this issued
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Clearly, the dynamic has changethe ObamaAdministrationi with its emphasis on projects

that provide a stimulus for job creation, environmental sustainability, and infrastructure repairs
has articulatedoals consistent witamphasizng adaptive reuse and historic preservation,

rather than continued urban sprawl and unbdigiew constructiod'Shovel ready” is the new
mantra as communities, institutions, preservation and environmental organizations, architects,
engineers, contractqrand others scramble to put forth plans that are ready for putting shovels in
the ground.This shift in emphasis represents an incredible opportunity for hibtsgd sites,
historic preservation organizations, economists, and the architectural/cbastosenmunities

to unite and remagine the very manner in which they do businé¥ten combined with

incentives such as tlstate andederaltax credit programs and local programs, this era has the
potential to be one of the most fertile periods in Anan history for placédased economics
through the reuse and rehabilitation of historic sites and districts, museums,-jm@@ueing

and residential properties, and historic preservation in general.

SUGGESTED POLICY OPPORTUNITIES AND IDEAS

A P u b | nagers, than, are obliged to hold a vision of public value, good for today and into the
future. o
-- Mark Moore,Creating Public ValueHarvard University Press, p.57

The following recommendations come from mayces Administrators called forditer

promotion of our historic sites, and for more funding. Teachers expressed a desire for more
integration of history and historical organizations into their classrooms. Ohio residents told us

that history is important and should receive more supgoreview of the literature suggests

approaches that are working in other places and that may work here in Ohio. A scan of local
newspapers reveals passionate interest in finding a way to preserve our historic public buildings,
especially schools and aoty courthouses. The following list is not intended t@kleaustive

but represents timely opportunities that we s
makers as a part of a Avision of public value

Include state and local history organizatims in the planning and implementation of Gov.
Stricklandds educational reform proposal

GovernorSt ri cklkeaeddsy unveil ed prlé edocatiar system calisv e r h a
on the Ohio Department of Education to: (1) rewrite the state acadentent standards for all

four core subjects, social studies being ()eestablish endf-course exams that use
performancebased assessments, and (3) create an Academic Olympics. State and local historical
societies should play an active role in all thiaitiatives.Results from our survey of social

studies teachers suggest that they will be enthusiastic about a greater emphasis obsiisgory.

state and local historical societies, students and teacéreapproach history as they do science,

using nuseums, libraries and archives as social studies labs where students can interact with
primary source materials to test theories and scholarship. Programs such as National History Day
provide a readyo-go, tested, and evidenbased performance assessnvenich can be applied

to multiple grade leveland couldrepresent the social studies portion of the academic Olympics.
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Establishment of a competitive matching grants program for local historyrelated
organizations

In 1993, the National Trust for HistorPreservation took a daring step toward financial

independence when it eliminated hitem funding from the federal government, a move that

dictated a thorough investigation of potential new sources of funding for the organization. As a

result of this ation, the National Trust has successfully diversified its funding sources to include
community development corporations; municipalities; private business, foundations, and
corporations; and federal, state and local agencies notably for specifidintiresl projects.

Their ACorporate Partner Programo i s an examp
business sponsors like HGTV, American Express, and Starbucks Coffee. These partnerships

reveal the potential success of such efforts to diwessipport for historic preservation efforts.
(http://www.preservationnation.org/abeus/partners/corporaggartners)

Another important consequence of this fiscal-gelfermination was the development of the

Statewide Partners Programn innovative matci ng f und progr am. Accorc
we b s i t e :the Ndtional ITr@sBfieHistoric Preservation launched tB&atewide Partners

Programto helpnew and alvolunteerstatewide preservain organizations build their

organizations and hire a futtime professional staff person. In 1994 there were only 17 staffed

statewide preservation organizations. Today, there are numerous staffed statewide preservation
organizations and the Partners Program has been expanded to include local preservation
organzationsaswelLie St at ewi de and Local Partners Prog
Center for Preservation Leadershiprganizations that demonstrate a high capability of

implementing their preservation mission within their states and regionsvéeglito participate

in the National Trustdés Statewide & Local Par
most effective and stable organizations in the preservation movement, representing the cutting
edge of the preservation delry and mobiliat i on system. 0 The succes

been exemplary and has advanced the cause and effectiveness of historic preservation in a
substantial manner throughout the nation.

The Ohio Historical Society also has a proposal to initiate an analpgogrmm for the state,

one that is acutely needed in Ohio and that has the impetus to be as innovative and successful. It
also is significant as it addresses the serious issue of waning support for local history
organizations.The primary vehicle for gairing funding for this is through legislation that would
create an income tax cheok program that would allow Ohio taxpayers to allocate some

portion of their state income tax return to the Ohio Historical Society. If enacted, the Society
would createa competitive matching grants program from this pool of funds:(ttatewould be
generated from private donations, not state money). Such a program would be used to help local
historical societies improve their operations, facilities and public setnaeesd a nationally
recognized level of accreditatioResults from our survey of historic site administrators suggest
that many would be eager to take part in this proposed program.
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Commemorating Ohiobs Rolthe€iviwar t he War of 1812

Two important commemorations that are rapidly approaching Bicentennial of Ohio's pivotal
role in the War of 1812 and the Sesquicentennial of Ohio's vital contributions to the Civil War
offer an opportunity to promote a range or sites across @hepotential for heritage tourism
related activities is strong in both instasce

The War of 1812 played out on an international stage at siteSditéVleigs(OHS site,
Perrysburg)Fort Stephenso(site ofBirchard Publid_ibrary, Fremont), oPerry's Vctory and
International Peace Memorial National Patkake Erie/Puin-Bay). The impact of the conflict
and confrontation on the then frontier of a new nation forever sealed the course of the United
States and permanently established the boundary betheémited States and Canada, a
demarcation that is thought to be the longetahding border between two countries in modern
times.

Efforts to commemorate this Bicentennial should be consolidated and coordinated by

linking with efforts at the national level and in Indiana, Michigan, and Ontario, Canada in
particular . The significance of this era cannot be overstated...some scholars have called it the
true end of the American Revolution, recognizing that Ohioans could have been British subjects,
and nowCanadian citizens, had it not been for Ohio's crucial involvement in this war.

The Civil War sesquicentennial (202015) provides a fresh opportunity for a new generation

of Ohioans to rediscover the many ways in whichtheWat hi s mi g hdLincomcour ge,

described it changed life in Ohio and how the War transformed life itself for decades to follow.
The Ohio Historical Society recenthgtablished a staff position to coordin@igil War 150
activities This positionwill work with groupsall over Ohioto coordinate efforts statewide to
observe the sesquicentennial.

At the outbreak of the American Civil War in 1861 Ohio was an emerging industrial and political
star in the center of a country being torn apart by sectionalism and slavery. TMaCithrust

a generation of Ohioans into natiofeddership positions. Ohioans served in prominent roles in
both the Lincoln cabinet and as generals directing the war effort. Ohio is creditedoséttihan
300,000 Union recruits, more than almost atheostate. The War and its aftermath catapulted
Ohi o into the dominant role in the nationos
War, seven of the next 12 men to occupy the White House were Ohioans. During this same time
Ohio developed inta manufacturing giant that helped propel the industrial revolution that
transformed America in the late™@nd early 28 centuries. No single event has had such a
profound impact on our country. To understand America, it is essential to understaearand

from the Civil War.
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Establish a State Heritage Area Program

A number of states have established comprehensive state heritage programs to promote the
preservation and development of historic sites and areas, to promote heritage tourism and to
provide a regional framework for cooperative and collaborative activities. Ohio has two
nationally designated heritage aréabe Ohio & Erie Canalway in northeast Ohio and the
Dayton Aviation Heritage Area in west central Ohio. In 2000 the Ohio Divididmavel and
Tourism undertook a process to identify, evaluate and designate state heritage areas.

Ohio Heritage Areas

D - Designations

Lake Erie Heritage Area
I The Maumee Valley Heritage Area
¥/7] The National Ohio & Erie Canal Heritage Area
Bl The Ohio Hill Country Heritage Area
L.\] The Miami-Erie Canal Heritage Area
[__] Onio's Historic West P e e (o e 20T}

Some funding was made available
initially to help the heritage areas develop
plans and projects for implementation.
However, the Divisi
support for the program has ended and
would need to be restablished. The
organizations involved with these heritage
areas are still active and representatives
have been meeting over the past year to
develop a proposal for4iastating a state
heritage progam. Other states, including
Maryland, Pennsylvania and Colorado
have served as models, because each has a
well-established and active program.
Heritage areas involve diverse
constituencie$ public officials, local
historical societies and museums,
presenationists, economic development
entities, recreation advocates, open space
and natural area conservationists, tourism
officials and operators, businesspeople

and the general public. They provide a
framework for cooperation across
governmental jurisdictionand encourage
collaborative efforts which maximize

on

financial and human resources. Ohio could benefit from aavginized statewide heritage area

program.
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County Courthouse Preservation

County courthouses are prominent buildings in the comiytimat serve as the center for

political and governmental life, and are important anchors in the heart of our communities.

Results from our survey of Ohio residents show that an appreciation for history is closely related

to civic engagement, aralir Cournty courthouses serve as a powerful icogiweic life. At least

55 of Ohiobs county courthouses are on the Na
other 33 are equally historic. I t6s ingsportant
and the heritage of their communities, amany of these courthouses are now in desperate need

of rehabilitation or restorationSeveral counties are currently considering the fate of their

historic courthouses. The Seneca County Courthouse in drbeen a very public example of

a courthouse igoodcondition that needs major renovations to make it usable foeceitury

needs. Many counties do not have the financial ability to tackle this problem on their own, and
investing in county courthousegnefits all Ohioans. A grant program for historic public

buildingsi not just county courthouses, but perhaps emphasizing courttioosgsbe in order.

Texas hasvhat many consider to like best program in the country for rehabilitating historic
courthouses. More information can be found at

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/courthouses/chthcpp.shtml

Federal stimulus funds directed to historic preservation

Anticipated federal stimulus fuls coming to Ohio for the purposes of infrastructure present a
opportunity for rehabilitation of historic buildings and much needed maintenance of historic sites
while stimulating | ocal economies throughout
developnent, and creating job$he Ohio Historical Society and others atocating for a

ASave Ohiobébs Treasureso grant program for his
administered by the Ohio Historic Preservation Office.

U.S. Census 2010

Ohio becane a state in 1803 and participated in the U.S. Census as a state for the first time in
1810. Interestingly, the 1810 Ohio census did not survive the War ofi liB&2actual census
records were destroyed. With this bicentennial event just around the,@dheé would be a
goodtime for Ohio to use the 2010 U.S. Census to learn about itself, its people and its
communities from a decidedly loigrm demographic perspectiResults from our survey of
Ohio residents show that there is consistently broadesttén learning more about our history.

Incorporating New Technology
Some people may not think of history organizations as early adapters of new technology, but the

21% century will demand it. Some Ohio history organizatibage made a good start at
incorporating modern technology into exhibhgstoricsites, and marketing. A colorful and
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interactive website, virtual tours on a variety of topics and site©the o Hi st ori cal So
filnternet Sources for Students and Teadghersv e b p aitizatipn of paper addiingage

collections, and the use Geaching/GPS at sevefaistoricproperties are excellent utilizations

of current technologies. It is clear that the unbreakable tie between communication and

technology is permanent and aggressi¥dearly, state and local organizations will have to

continue to adapt static exhibits, lectures, and brochures to new realities.

Examples of new approaches to an expanded, more accessible dissemination of heritage
interpretation could include podcasif seminars and lectures, towsdreens and virtual

displays, email blasts and text messaging, establishing online presence through Facebook, or
similar webmarkers, regular use of blogs, integration of PayPal capacity, or exploiting YouTube,
Flickr , or Skype digital connections to connect disparate participants; such approaches will be
required to engage young Ohioans and new visitors alkeney EnterpriseandLucasfilms
animatronics and digital proficiency have given the world a new standardsafrgeawareness,
giving rise to a new term, AEdut ai nment, 0 whi
education and entertainment. Given these new realities, why not imagine holographic displays
or askingOnstarto add historic sites and profiles to disectional menus? Sudontemporary

thinking will be necessary in order to connect with current and upcoming generations of

Ohioans, especially in light of the push in education toward science, technology, and math.
Places and organizations that encasgand steward the heritage of the state will have to

become more aggressive in ensuring that the history of the state continues to be both valued and
perceived as real, curreand relevant in the 2century
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EXPLORINGTHEVAWWE OF HI STORY I N OHI O6S COMMUNI
TEN VIGNETTES

The vignettes included in this report were chosen carefully based on several factors. The key
criterionwas to considethe programs, organizations, and sites that successfully utilized history

as theiprimary mission or motivation, coupled with the capacity to have an economic impact

within and/or without the entity. Included are statee programs, individual historic sites,

historical organizations/societies, and redevelopment projects, stradaiingublic and private

ventures. For example, the robust income generated liythea nd Rapi ds Hi st ori c
annualApplebutter Fesis so significant that this society has been able to impleoagitd

improvements that the village could not affpmcluding major streetscape enhancements, canal
restoration, and the restoration of the historic Town/Townshiplaé.n ni sonés hi st or i
depotillustrateshow heritage activities can be undertaken successfully in small communities.

Because oits historyas a USO canteen during W\Mihe Dennison Depot Museum has

approximately 2,000 members from 22 states and some international members. This museum has
engaged the community in providing support and collaborating on events and projects.

Overall theseexamples offer important models that can be looked to as pertinent exemplars that
capitalize, both financiallyandculaud 1 'y, on the fAvalueo of histor
value as an important driver of heritage touri&achvignetterepresents a unique approach to

utilizing history in an effective, relevant manner. In an era of accelerated change, these

vignettes offer a succinct review of successfulhismog s ed ventures where thi
historyo i s f or emo $\Vehopethey willde sean ascusefulgapitlginogat i o n .
onOhi ob6s vital hi st'Cenuryat the dawn of the 21
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Using Historic Preservation Tax Credits:
The Colony Theatre

The Colony Theatre in the historic downtown of Marietta, Ohio has been vacantfdwo

decades. The negprofit Hippedrome/Colony Historical Theatre Association (Association) has
acquired the building and is undertaking the restoration in several stages. The organization has
partnered with investors to obtgreliminary approval foboth federal (20%) and state (25%)
historic tax creditshatwill leverage funds raised for the restoration, while also attracting equity
investment into the projech number of nonrprofit organizations have used historic tax

credits, butfew historic theatres in Ohio havebeen able to structure a project and gain

approval for use of historic credits.

The associationds missi
maintain and operate the Colony Theatre

as an historic landmark which benefits the

people of the Marietta/Plegrsburg

metropolitan area and the Md@hio

| Valley by presenting programs of artistic,

| social and educational merit. The

restored theatre will serve as a community
auditorium both to support the

revitalization of the downtown business

district and enharecthe tourism trade in

the area, and to benefit schools,

performing arts organizations, service

organizations, businesses and religious

organi zations. The ASSsO(
present a broad spectrum of high quality rmaailtitural activities in all arforms while providing

a venue for local, regional, national and international artists and developing cultural awareness
through educational programs.

Built in 1919, the Colony (originally the Hippedrome) was designed as a live performance
theater. For early seven decades it offered a selection of live theater and film but was closed in
1985.The Marietta Community Foundation identified the theatre as one of the most valuable
assets in the communifyand a nonprofit organization was formed to spearhe#d

restoration.The property before restoration was valued at $350,000. With a planned investment
of $6 million, it is expected that the final value will be approximately-$4@nillion (based on
construction replacement value). Some of the interior déorohas been accomplished
includingrestoratiorwork on the historic fire curtain mural and work on first floor restrooms

and portions of the lobby area. The remainder of the project is expected to begin in 2009 and
take approximately 18 months.

In addition to the major effort to preserve and restore a historic theater, the organization also
holds several special events every year, including an annual benefit for the theatredaymulti
Colony Fest in the summer and an annual Halloween program. Gaeization has two paid
staff member$ adirector ofdevelopment and an administrative assistant.

29



The rehabilitation will result in an investment of ®@lion in an important facility in downtown
Marietta When completed and functioning as a perfornartg center, it is expected that it will
contribute to the local economy based on the Economic Prosperity Calculator developed by the
Americans for the Arts. It estimates that for every dollar spent on arts events, approximately $2.2
dollars is spent inhe local community. The operatingvenudorecast of approximately $1

million should generate another $2.2 million in the community for a total benefit of $3.2 million
annually. There would also be the intangible benefits of having a performing artsicehée
downtown area of the communityaccess to a wide variety of entertainment, support of local
restaurants and related businesses, improved property values in adjacent areas, pride in the
community and downtown.

click for details

™~

(From L to R) Terry Miller, Oonarad Margaret Lazer, Judy Segall, Davis Powers, Dan Stephan,
Sr., Mayor Michael Mullen, Representative Jennifer Garrison, Development Director Hunt
Brawley, David Tenney, Bill Wesel, Ken Morrison and Dan Harrison.

Photo courtesy The Marietta Register. Plgsapher Kevin Paskawyc

For more information, contact:
Hunt Brawley

222 % Putnam Street

Marietta, Ohio 45750

740 3730894
hbrawley@suddenlinkmail.com
www.colonytheatre.com

(photos from www.colonytheatoem)
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Collaborating to Preserve Our History:
The Village of Ripley

The village of Ripley, Ohio, is
recognized for its Underground
Railroad history and historic
preservation effortdviore than
25,000 people visited Ripley in
2003 to enjoy its combinatn of
natural beauty, historical ambiance
and a variety of festivalgamping,
boating, shopping and other tourist
activities.

(Rankin House, photo courtesy
Ohio Historical Society

Il n 2004, Ripley became a par tramoahdthereeentHer i t age
creation of the Ripley River Walk has provided greater opportunities for both discovery and
preservation. The Ripley Museum coll ection is
Style architecture. This 10 room home is filledlwit over 600 t angi bl e memor
historic past. On display are many unique and rare items which were once a part of the lives of

this river village's earliest residents. The Ripley Museum partners with the Parker House

Museum and the Ohio Histoscl Societydbs Rankin House, also |
National Historic Landmarks.

The mission of the Parker House andPaeker Historical Society, Inc. is to tell the story of the
Underground Railroad and the conductor/inventor John ParkerPdrker Historical Society,

Inc., owns the Parker House and a vacant lot adjacent to this historic home. The mission of the
Rankin House, under thadrection of the Ohio Historical Society and Ripley Heritage, Indq is
preserve and interpret the Undengnd Railroad site/home of Reverend John Rankin.

The Parker House and the Rankin House have entered into cooperative marketing agreements

and engage collaborative funaising, thus enhancing their joint capacity to preserve local

historic sites which prade a sense of place, draw tourists and also provides employment
opportunities to area residents. The groupos
collaborative funeraising event supporting the Rankin House, the Parker House and the Ripley
Museum. In addition, numerous programs have been developed to attract student groups. Other
programs developed in coordination with the |
interpreters representing such historical personalities as Mary Tiodoli. and Harriet Beecher

Stowe and are a draw for students and families.

More information is availablenline:www.johnparkerhouse.orgvww.ripleymuseum.org
http://ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/places/swl14/index.shtmi
and fromBetty Campbelht (937)3924044 or abettycampbell@dragonbbs.com
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History as a wellspring for community revitalization:
Grand Rapids

The Historical Society of Grand Rapids has taken the lead in revitalization efforts in this village
of 800 people.This historic canal towMiami & Erie Canal, 1840s to 1913), located in Wood
County, haswitnessed anajor rebirth of its lusiness district and the surrounding environs

due in large measure to the efforts of the Society to commemorate the history of the village
Realizing a substantial amount of revenue from its anpplebutter Festywhich attracts

upward of 40,000 visiteron one weekend in October, Baiety expends this income

throughout the community in projects like streetscape improvements, creation of a visitor
information center, support for many local groups and events, and the restoration of the historic
Town Hdl (National Register); disbursal is to groups as diverse as scout troops, the school
district, and the local arts councilhe Historical Society of Grand Rapids is a model for
historical organizations looking to amplify and validate the cultural and eomic value of

history in their communities.

The Historical Society of Grand Rapids,
Ohio was founded in 1975 for the
restoration, preservation, and interpretation
of the historic heritage of the Grand Rapids
area. The Societyowns two parcels of
vacarn land that are used for parking during
the Applebutter Festwhich has become
one of the major seasonal events in
Northwest Ohio and provides 99% of the
Societybds funding (the r
from membership). Held every year since
1976, it is now (209) in its 33 year.
Between 25@B00volunteers participate in
the event each yean average, ik 206
member soietyrealizes $25,000 profévery yeafrom the festival withrattendanceypically
between 25,0040,000 people.

The festival is centedearound the production of 2,500 pints of applebutter cooked in outdoor

kettles. It also features a large juried show where craftsmen exhibit their works for sale and
demonstrate the art of production. In addition, military and pioneer encampmentvisitice

to interact withther@enact or s . Ot her events include chil
machinery displays, a collectibles market, and a book sale at the public library. The Wood

County Hospital annually offers a 80 grant to the Societyfoe-distribution to the local Arts

Counci l to sponsor the Childrenbs area at the

The Society has a broad range of partners including public, private, aqmtofiragencies and
organizations. These include the Village of Grand Rapids, QRapdis Township, the local
School District, the local Chamber of Commerce, the local VFW Post, and the local Arts
Council, all of whom are recipients of funding raised fromApelebutter Fest.
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