CURRICULUM MATERIALS

FOR

Settling the Frontier

Description:

The “pioneer” period in Ohio was brief, spanning the 1790’s to the early 1800’s---years before anyone thought about taking the Oregon Trail  to the western part of the United States.  This interactive program examines the first settlers in Ohio, their lifestyles, relations with the American Indians, and the drive that kept many of the pioneers moving even further West.

Proficiency Strands:

· American Heritage

· People in Societies

· Decision making

Objectives:

· The learner will group significant individuals by broadly defined historical eras and devise multiple time lines.

· The learner will examine Ohio artifacts and formulate questions for further investigation.

· The learner will identify various cultural groups who have settled in Ohio.

· The learner will identify significant individuals and events in Ohio history and explain their importance.

· The learner will examine the contributions of people of various cultural groups to Ohio’s development.

Web Links:

www.ohiohistory.org                                                                           Ohio Historical Society

www.mwsc.edu/~mfa6514/pioneer.html 

www.internet-catalyst.org/projects/WWHO/pioneer.html
www.teleport.com~cotic/biomenu.html
www.aristotle.net/persistence/
Vocabulary:
Adze

a tool for trimming and smoothing wood

Anvil

an iron or steel block upon which objects are hammered

Backwoodsman
a single individual, such as a frontiersman or an explorer, living in the wilderness

Broad axe
a tool for shaping timber

Butter churn
a wooden container for making butter by hand

Chamber pot
a portable container kept in a room and used as a toilet

Copperas
a green crystalline compound used in dyeing and the making of ink

Crooked-knife
a knife with a bent blade used for cutting carved surfaces

Felling axe
a tool for cutting down trees

Ration

a fixed allowance for food or provisions

Settler
               a person who moves to a new place to make a permanent home

Settlement
a group of settlers living in close contact

Smokehouse
a building for preserving meat with smoke

Stockade
an enclosure for defense against attack

Trencher
a wooden board or platter on which food is served

Wick

a bundle of fibers usually of soft cotton threads, that burns in a candle or lamp

Wilderness
an uncultivated, uninhabited region

Activities:  

1.  The goal of this activity is to engage students in critical thinking about the importance of selecting supplies needed to meet the settlers' needs in establishing new homes on the frontier.  The settlers who moved west had many decisions to make.  Since space was often limited, careful attention had to be paid to selecting necessary supplies for life in the Ohio country.  

Below is a list of items that a settler might choose to take with him/her to Ohio.  Have students select five items in each group and list them in the order of their importance (with number one being the most important).  Before they make their decisions, students might first consider what resources already would be available on the Ohio frontier.  Students must support their decisions.

FOOD

Coffee
Wheat flour
Bacon
Molasses

Cornmeal
Dried beans
Hardtack
Water

Beef jerky
Salt
Sugar
Chickens

Pigs
Cow
Oats
Corn

Sheep
Seeds
Candy
Tea



HOUSEHOLD FURNISHINGS

SKILLET
WASH BOWL
BETTY LAMP
LADLE

BED
CHEST
RUGS
BLANKETS

SPINNING WHEEL
KETTLE
PIANO
FINE LINENS

WASHTUB
BUTTER CHURN
PILLOW
BUCKET

CANDLES
CHAIRS
CHAMBER POT
TEA SET

IRON POT
DISHES
SILVERWARE
TABLE

TOOLS

Plow
Hoe
Saw
Keg of nails

Axe
Hammer
Knife
Auger

Spade
Anvil
Scythe
rake

OTHER NEEDS

Pen and ink
Toys
Carding combs
Medicine

Wool cloth
Lead for bullets
Gun powder
Chest

Candle molds
Seeds
Bible
Ruler

Powder horn
Flint and striker
Ropes
Compass

Horse shoes
Lantern
Harness parts
Oxen shoes

Traps
Fish hooks and line
Clothing
paper

2.  The goal of this activity is to acquaint students with the natural resources available to most early Ohio settlers for providing food until crops could be grown and harvested.  Until the settlers could plant vegetables and fruit trees, they had to survive on what food they could find.  If you had arrived in Ohio with a bag of cornmeal, salt, a cooking pot, bucket, rifle and a cow, how would you go about preparing meals?  What foods do you think you would find to eat?  Prepare a day's menu of meals using only what would have been available on the Ohio frontier.  Then prepare such a meal for another class.
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Assessment Model:

Collect twigs and construct a miniature log cabin as it might have appeared in frontier Ohio.

Literature Connection: 

Fleischman, Paul. The Borning Room, HarperCollins, 1991.  Georgia Lott was born January 11, 1851, on the Ohio frontier.  An old woman now, she reminisces about her past in Ohio.

Sanders, Scott Russell, Warm as Wool, Bradbury Press, 1992.

Sanders, Scott Russell, Aurora Means Dawn, Bradbury Press, 1989.

Rinaldi, Ann, The Second Bend in the River. Scholastic Press, 1997 (279 p. for older readers); In 1798 Rebecca, who is a young settler in the Ohio country, meets Tecumseh and develops a friendship with him.

Multi-Media Resources:

These resources are available for loan from the OHS Education Resource Center 614-298-2960)
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