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NATI ONAL REG STER OF HI STORI C PLACES
REG STRATI ON FORM

This formis for use in nomnating or requesting determ nations for individua
properties and districts. See instructions in How to Conplete the Nationa
Regi ster of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A).
Conpl ete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the
information requested. |If any item does not apply to the property being
docunented, enter "N A" for "not applicable.” For functions, architectura
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and
subcategories fromthe instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
itens on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewiter, word
processor, or conputer, to conplete all itens.

hi stori c nane | nter County H ghway 360
ot her nanmes/site nunber Logan-Lancaster Road; S.R 31;: Enterprise-lles Road
Il es Road; HOC-256-3

street & nunber_lles Road not for publication VA
city or town _Logan vicinity NVA
state _Ohio code OH  county _Hocking code 073

zip code 43138

As the designated authority under the National Hi storic Preservation Act of
1986, as anended, | hereby certify that this _  nomnation ___ request for

determ nation of eligibility neets the docunentation standards for registering
properties in the National Register of H storic Places and neets the procedura

and professional requirenents set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In ny opinion, the
property ~ nmeets __ does not neet the National Register Criteria. |
recomend that this property be considered significant ___ nationally
statewide _ locally. ( ___ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
Signature of certifying official Dat e

State or Federal agency and bureau
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criteria. (___ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

In ny opinion, the property __ neets does not neet the National Register

Signature of commenting or other official Dat e

State or Federal agency and bureau

I, hereby certify that this property is:

_entered in the National Register
_____ See continuation sheet.
___determned eligible for the
Nat i onal Regi ster
_____See continuation sheet.
~_determned not eligible for the
Nat i onal Regi ster

__renmoved fromthe National Register

_ other (explain):

Si gnature of Keeper Dat e of Action

Omnership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
_____private
_X_ public-Iocal
____public-State
_____public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
____building(s)
___district
____site
_X_structure
_ 0obj ect

Nunmber of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontri buti ng
bui I di ngs
sites
structures
obj ects
4 Tot al
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Nunber of contributing resources previously listed in the Nationa
Regi st er None

Nane of related nmultiple property listing (Enter "N A" if property is not part



of a multiple property listing.) NA

Hi storic Functions (Enter categories frominstructions)
Cat: TRANSPORTATI ON Sub: _road-rel ated (vehicular)

Current Functions (Enter categories frominstructions)
Cat: TRANSPORTATI ON Sub: road-rel ated (vehicul ar)

Architectural Classification (Enter categories frominstructions)
ot her

Materials (Enter categories frominstructions)
f oundati on
r oof
wal | s

other Base: CONCRETE & SAND
_Pavenent: BRICK & TAR

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the
property on one or nore continuation sheets.)

SEE CONTI NUATI ON SHEETS
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Appl i cabl e National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or nore boxes for the
criteria qualifying the property for National Register |isting)

X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history.



B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in
our past.

X C Property enbodi es the distinctive characteristics of a type,
peri od, or nethod of construction or represents the work of a
master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a
significant and distinguishable entity whose conponents | ack
i ndi vi dual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

renoved fromits original location

a birthplace or a grave.

a cenetery.

a reconstructed buil ding, object,or structure.

a commenorative property.

o T m O O W

| ess than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the
past 50 years.

Areas of Significance (Enter categories frominstructions)

TRANSPORTATI ON 1923 t hrough present

ENG NEERI NG 1922

Period of Significance 1922-1931
Significant Dates 1922
Significant Person (Conplete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cul tural Affiliation NA
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Architect/Builder Eph Shaw, Resident Engineer: Leon C. Herrick, Director of
H ghways & Public Works:; Ed Turner, Contractor

Narrative Statenent of Significance (Explain the significance of the property
on one or nore continuation sheets.) SEE CONTI NUATI ON SHEETS

(GCte the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this formon one
or nore continuation sheets.)



SEE CONTI NUATI ON SHEETS

Previ ous docunentation on file (NPS) None

prelimnary determ nation of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
request ed.

previously listed in the National Register

previously determ ned eligible by the National Register

designated a National Hi storic Landmark

recorded by Hi storic American Buildings Survey #

recorded by Hi storic American Engi neering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data

State Historic Preservation Ofice

O her State agency

Federal agency

Local governnent

Uni versity

_X_ O her

Nane of repository: The Denocrat Sentinel, The Logan Republican, Logan-Hocking
District Library

Acreage of Property (actual road surface) — 4750 ft. X 40 ft. = 190,000 or 4.4
acres
UTM Ref erences — A 17 373584 4380108
B. 17 374754 4379448

Quadrangl e Nane: Logan, Ohio USGS 7.5 M nute Quad.
Quadrangl e Scale: 1:24,000 or 1 inch = 2000 feet

Ver bal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a
continuation sheet.)

See Conti nuati on Sheet

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a
conti nuati on sheet.)
See Continuati on Sheet
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nane/title - Barb Crawford, Kathy Crisler, Randy Mathias and Steve WIIlians

or gani zati on date March 22, 2002
street & nunber 29839 Iles Road t el ephone_385- 6360
city or town Logan state OH zip code 43138

Subnmit the following items with the conpleted form
Conti nuati on Sheets

Maps



A USGS map (7.5 or 15 mnute series) indicating the property's |ocation.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having | arge acreage
Of NUMer ous resour ces.

Phot ogr aphs
Representative bl ack and white photographs of the property.

Addi tional itenms (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional itens)

(Conplete this itemat the request of the SHPO or FPQO.)

name
street & nunber t el ephone
city or town state zip code

Paperwor k Reduction Act Statenent: This information is being collected for
applications to the National Register of H storic Places to nom nate properties
for listing or determne eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to
amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance wth the National Historic Preservation Act, as anended
(16 U S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statenent: Public reporting burden for this formis estinmated
to average 18.1 hours per response including the tinme for review ng

i nstructions, gathering and nmai ntaining data, and conpleting and review ng the
form Direct coments regarding this burden estimte or any aspect of this form
to the Chief, Admnistrative Services D vision, National Park Service, P.0. Box
37127, \Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127; and the O fice of Managenent and Budget,
Paperwor k Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washi ngton, DC 20503
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Map of Iles Road with Black & Wiite Photo Key



PROPERTY MAP OF FALLS TOWNSHIP
HOCKING COUNTY MAPPING DEPT.
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The foll owi ng 14 phot ographs were taken by Steven E. WIlianms on Cctober 21,
2001. The original negatives are |located with the photographer at 24439 M|l er
Road, Rockbridge Oni o 43149. The phot ographs sequence from east to west on

Il es Road beginning near the intersection with Chieftan Drive.

1. Viewto the east towards the intersection of Iles Road and Chieftain Drive
within the city of Logan (This section of |Iles Road was renoved i n Novenber
2001 to allow an entrance to the proposed Logan-Hocking I ndustrial Park).

2. View of existing Iles Road | ooking northwest within the Gty of Logan.
3. lles farm house on curve of |Iles Road at the intersection Frasure-Hel ber

Road. Vi ew | ooki ng west heading out of the City of Logan and into Falls
Townshi p. Shows concrete curb bordering brick pavers.



4. lles farmand old barn | ooking north, Falls Township
5. Illes Road facing east showi ng farm house and barns.

6. Iles Road traveling west approaching down hill section. Entrance to Randy
Mat hi as hone on |eft.

7. Down hill View of Iles Road and curve to the north along the Hocking River
Val | ey.
8. Up hill viewof Iles Road at transition of curve to the north. Shows brick

pattern to accommodate curve in road.

9. View of original 1922 concrete bridge on Il es Road over a small tributary to
t he Hocki ng River.

10. Viewto the south towards concrete bridge and farm buil di ngs.
11. Il es Road | ooking northwest within the Hocking River valley.

12. Il es Road | ooking north towards the intersection with Chieftan Drive near
the small village of Enterprise, Chio.

13. View of the Hocking River valley facing south fromChieftan Drive. Iles
road follows the tree line on the left side of the photograph.
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The phot ographers for the foll ow ng photographs are unknown. The dates the
phot ographs were taken are al so unknown. The negatives are | ocated at the hone
of Barbara Crawford at 25682 Buena Vista Road, Rockbridge, Onhio 43149.

14. Approximately 1950 viewto the north of Iles Road and the Oto Iles farm
t he house and | arge barns no | onger exist.

15. Phot ograph of worker laying bricks in a portion of Inter-H ghway 360 in
Hocki ng County in 1922. Note conveyor to nore easily nove bricks to roadbed
for placenent by hand.

16. Anot her photograph showi ng the construction of Inter-County H ghway 360 in
Hocki ng County, Chio.

17. Enterprise Depot, Enterprise, Chio. This was the point of delivery for the



bri cks.

DESCRI PTI ON _COF SLI DES

1W View of existing Il es Road | ooking northwest within the Gty of Logan

2W Iles farm house on curve of Iles Road at the intersection Frasure-Hel ber
Road. Vi ew | ooki ng west heading out of the Gty of Logan and into Falls
Townshi p. Shows concrete curb bordering brick pavers.

3W Iles Road facing east show ng farm house.
AW lles farmand old barn | ooking north, Falls Township.
5W Iles Road traveling west approaching down hill section.

6W Down hill view of |l es Road.

7W  Anot her down hill view of the road and the curve to the north along the
Hocki ng Ri ver Vall ey.

8W View to the south towards concrete bridge and farm buil di ngs.

9W View of original 1922 concrete bridge on Iles Road over a small tributary
to the Hocking River.

10W |l es Road | ooking northwest within the Hocking River valley.
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DESCRI PTI ON CF SLI DES cont .

11W Il es Road | ooking north towards the intersection with Chieftan Drive near
the small village of Enterprise, Chio.

1E. View of the Hocking River Valley facing south fromChieftain Drive. 1Iles
road follows tree line on the left side of the photograph.

2E. Iles road | ooking Southeast within the Hocking River Valley.

3E. View | ooki ng Southeast before the bridge. The 2" Iles farmwas on the
| eft where you see the trees.

4E-A. Up hill view of Iles Road at transition of curve to the north. Shows
brick pattern to accommbdate curve in the road.

4E-B. Another up hill photo.



5E. Iles Road at the top of the hill |ooking East. Randy Mathias’ driveway is
the |l ane on the right.

6E. Looking East towards Iles farm

7E. Again |ooking East to the curve. This curve is the beginning of the Logan
city limts. The new devel oping industrial park is around the curve on the
right.

(Name each associ ated historic context, identifying theme, geographical area,
and chronol ogi cal period for each.)

name/title

street & nunber t el ephone

city or town state zi p code

As the designated authority under the National Hi storic Preservation Act of
1966, as anended, | hereby certify that this docunentation form neets the
Nat i onal Regi ster docunentation standards and sets forth requirenents for the
listing of related properties consistent with the National Register criteria.
Thi s subm ssion neets the procedural and professional requirenents set forth in



36 CFR Part 60 and the Secretary of the Interior's Standards and Cui delines for
Archeol ogy and Historic Preservation. (___ See continuation sheet for
addi ti onal comments.)

Signature and title of certifying official Dat e

State or Federal agency and bureau



| hereby certify that this nmultiple property docunentation form has been
approved by the National Register as a basis for evaluating rel ated properties
for listing in the National Register.

Si gnhature of the Keeper Dat e

Provide the following information on continuation sheets. Cite the letter and
the title before each section of the narrative. Assign page nunbers according
to the instructions for continuation sheets in Howto Conplete the Miultiple
Property Docunentation Form (National Register Bulletin 16B). Fill in page
nunbers for each section in the space bel ow.

Page Nunbers
E. Statenent of Historic Contexts (If nore
t han one historic context is docunented,
present themin sequential order.)

F. Associated Property Types (Provide
description, significance, and registration
requi renents.)

G Ceographical Data

H  Summary of ldentification and Eval uati on
Met hods (Di scuss the nmethods used in devel opi ng
the nultiple property listing.)

I. Mpjor Bibliographical References (List mjor
witten works and primary | ocation of additiona
docunentation: State Historic Preservation Ofice,
ot her State agency, Federal agency, |ocal governnent,
uni versity, or other, specifying repository.)

Paperwor k Reduction Act Statenent: This information is being collected for
applications to the National Register of H storic Places to nom nate properties
for listing or determne eligibility for listing, to |list properties, and to
anmend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Hi storic Preservation Act, as anended
(16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Esti mated Burden Statenent: Public reporting burden for this formis estimated
to average 120 hours per response including the tine for review ng

i nstructions, gathering and mai ntaining data, and conpleting and review ng the
form Direct coments regarding this burden estimte or any aspect of this form
to the Chief, Admnistrative Services D vision, National Park Service, P.0. Box
37127, Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127; and the O fice of Managenent and Budget,
Paperwor k Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washi ngton, DC 20503.
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The roadway known today as ILES ROAD is an intact example of state highway engineering of the
1920s using locally produced vitrified brick pavers. Reconstructed in 1922, Iles Road is what
remains of a larger road improvement project that was known as Logan-Lancaster Road Inter County
Highway 360. By 1928, Logan-Lancaster Road had become part of State Route 31 which was the
main thoroughfare that connected southeast Ohio to Columbus. Eventual re-routing of the highway
bypassed Iles road. Today, lles road continues to serve local residents and farmers as it curves
through the rural setting of Hocking County (See property map p. 5).

Iles Road is |located in sections 4 and 5 in Falls Townshi p, Hocki ng County,
between the small Village of Enterprise and the Cty of Logan. The imredi ate
environnent is predomnantly rural with rolling fields and woods, although

exur ban devel opnment is encroaching. Iles Road is 18 feet w de bounded by
concrete curbs and has designed drai nage ditches 20 feet fromthe centerline of
the road. Beginning at its eastern nost extent, the brick-paved Iles road |ies
approximately 500 feet fromChieftain Drive (formally US Route 33) and travels
across a flat glacial terrace of the Hocking River valley (photo 2). The first
1000-foot section of Iles Road is bounded by farmland to the north, while the
farmand to the south is proposed to be a city industrial park. The road
travel s outside of the Logan city limts beyond the intersection of Frasure

Hel ber Road. At the northwest corner of this intersection, stands the Iles

farm house (photos 3 and 4). Beyond the farmhouse, |l es Road approaches a 7%
grade sl ope and descends off of the elevated glacial terrace to the flood plain
of the Hocking R ver (photos 6 and 7). At this point, Iles Road curves to the

north and crosses a concrete bridge over a small tributary of the Hocking
Ri ver. The concrete bridge, which has not been upgraded since the 1922
i nprovenent, is a 10-foot by 22-foot span with concrete guardrails and concrete

Wi ng-type retaining walls (photo 9). |Iles Road continues north paralleling
agricultural bottom and of the Hocking River valley to the west and a wooded
hillside to the north (photo 11) until its intersection with Chieftain Drive

(photo 12).
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Throughout the early 1920s, the Hocking County Conm ssioners were applying for
state aid for road i nprovenents. Roads were inproved by section of various

| engths. Conditions were assessed, surveys were nade, and applications were
made to the state Division of Hi ghways for financial aid.

| LES ROAD was part of a section known as Section L wth an assigned Federal Ad
Proj ect nunber of 272. The plans (see Attachnent A) were received dated January
1922, and were signed and dated for approval by various state and |ocal parties
as follows: On January 25, 1922, Resident Engi neer Eph Shaw signed the plans
stating, “lI hereby approve these plans and declare that the making of this

i mprovenent will require the closing to traffic of the highway and that detours
will be provided as shown on the plan and estimates.” County Conm ssioners

| saac Vancuren and John L. Smth dated January 27, 1922, stating, “We, the
Commi ssi oners of Hocking County hereby approve these plans and certify that the
right-of-way 60 feet wide, is available for the construction, mintenance and
repair of the above highway.” The plans were al so signed by Eugene Davi s,

Di vi sion Engi neer February 1, 1922; Ed Bl osser, State H ghway Engi neer, July 3,
1922;, and subsequently by Leon C. Herrick Director of H ghways and Public
Wrks (to whom bi ds woul d be submtted) dated July 3, 1922.

The project was advertised for bids by M. Herrick on July 6, 1922, with al
bids to be submtted to himrather than to | ocal comm ssioners as was the
procedure with many of the other road i nprovenents of this time period.
Consequently, many of the original bids and cost sheets have since been
destroyed. According to The Logan Republican, dated July 27, 1922, the bid was
awarded to local contractor Ed N. Turner with the brick provided by Hocki ng
Val | ey Brick Conpany.

The plans called for the subm ssion of bids for a Type A ONE COURSE RElI NFORCED
CONCRETE PAVEMENT construction of 8 to 9 inch reinforced concrete pavenent with
no curbs, or Type B BRI CK ON CONCRETE BASE construction which called for a 5 to
6-inch concrete base with curbs and 3 1/2” Vitrified Paving Brick. According to
the notice to contractors printed in the July 6 and 13, 1922, issue of The
Denocrat Sentinel newspaper, the width of pavenent was to be 18 feet and the
roadway was to be 28 feet. The length was to be 9,378.5 feet or 1.776 miles.

It is interesting to note that the bid was approved for BRI CK ON CONCRETE BASE
even though the bid for ONE COURSE REI NFORCED CONCRETE PAVEMENT was | ess
expensive. This is likely due to an effort to support the prom nent brick

i ndustry of southeast Onio.
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Once the contract was secured, as stated on the plans “The Standard
Specifications of the State of Onio Division of Hi ghways in force on date of
contract wll govern this inprovenent”, the contractor could commence the work.

Wth a careful study of the original plans, it can be observed that through
both the plan views and cross sections, one can see that the original dirt road
was a conbi nation of poor drainage, irregular pitches, ruts, and a genera
meandering of its course. The inprovenent would even out curves and

nmeanderi ngs, add needed fl atness and consi stencies, make inproved and

strai ghter courses through uneven terrain, inprove the “cut” through a hill,
provi de much needed drai nage, and greatly enhance road nmi nt enance and safety.

The project would begin with excavation and fill as specified by cross sections
and el evations on the plans. Cuts were made and ditches and proper slopes were
added as well as crown to the centerline of the roadway so as to enhance

dr ai nage and mai ntenance. Eight cul verts were added of which six are still part
of existing bricked section. The drai nage enhancenents have served well and can
still be observed in the integrity of the existing roadway.

According to the 1922 DI VI SI ON OF H GHWAYS SPECI FI CATI ONS MANUAL (herei nafter
SPECI FI CATIONS), the soil subgrade was to be prepared by rolling and filling
wth a “self-propelled three wheel roller, weighing not |ess than ten (10)
tons.”

After the sub-base of the roadway had been properly prepared, it was then tine
to formthe edges of the roadway for the pouring of the concrete base. The
concrete was specified on the plans to be mxed at a ratio of 1- 2% -5 with the
proportions being as follows: 1 = 1 sack of Portland Cenent (a sack according

t o SPECI FI CATIONS “shal |l weigh not |ess than ninety four (94) pounds net and

w Il be considered one cubic foot”), 2% = 2% cubic feet of fine aggregate
(sand) and 5 = 5 cubic feet of course aggregate (gravel). Concrete curbs were
poured after this with a different mx ratio of 1-1% 3, which is

uni que for this brick road because | ater road inprovenents woul d specify that
curbs be poured as an integral concrete curb built at the sane tine, and of the
same materials, mxed in simlar proportions, as the concrete base.

The plans called for Section L inprovenment to have 5-inch concrete base on the
first 4,400 feet of roadway and a 6-inch concrete base on the renaining 4, 800+
feet of the inprovenent. Erosion in one area of the road edge, which is part of
the 4,800+ feet section, reveals an excellent cross section of the brick and
base and a neasurenent of 5% + inches can be taken there. The concrete sacks
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were stored in barns owned by Oto Iles, next to Iles Road until ready for use
(photo 15) (Risch, 2001).

After the concrete base and curbs had been poured and cured, the base was ready
for brick. The first step was to place the sand bed or cushi on. SPECI FI CATI ONS
noted that, “Directly before the brick is laid, a bed of sand or granul at ed
slag shall be evenly spread over the conpl eted foundation. The conpl eted depth
of the bed be one (1) inch, unless otherwi se noted on the plans.”

Interestingly, the plans for Section L, Iles Road, call for a 1% inch sand
cushi on. However, this was voided out and one inch was penciled in.

After the sand cushion was prepared properly, it was tinme to lay the bricks
(photos 16 and 17). The bricks used on Il es Road project were delivered by
railroad to the designated “Delivery Point” (photo 18). This “Delivery Point”
was in the nearby village of Enterprise which was |ocated 1/10th of a mle
beyond the end of Section L inprovenent. Brick was to be distributed to the
road site for installation.

The brick was specified on the plans to be “3%inch Vitrified Paving Brick.”
Fi el d measurenents taken on Iles Road of the brick reveal that they neasure 9
inches long, 3%inches in depth and 4 inches in wdth. These di nensions match
closely to SPECI FI CATIONS and only the 3% inch is specified on the plans for
Section L.

Brick was to be laid according to the foll ow ng SPECI FI CATI ONS:

The brick shall be laid “in straight courses across the road. They
shall be laid so that the |ongitudinal joints are broken approxi mately
at the center of each brick and the |ong dinmension of the brick
perpendi cular to the center line of the road on the tangents and
practically parallel to radius curves having a radius greater than one
hundred and fifty (150) feet. On curves having a radius of one hundred
and fifty (150) or less, the brick shall be laid in parallel courses
until the outer end of the last course is approximately the wi dth of
three and one half (3% brick behind the inner end. Then the direction
of courses shall be corrected by noving forward fromthe outer end of
the |l ast course a distance of approximately the width of seven (7)
bricks and establishing a new starting course fromthis point to the

i nner end of the |ast course. Parallel courses shall then be laid
until the outer end again falls
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approximately the width of three and one half (3% bricks behind the
i nner end, when the above operation shall be repeated. The triangul ar
spaces thus forned, shall then be imediately filled in with brick,
usi ng as nmany whol e brick as possible to neet the requirenents in the
matter of breaking longitudinal joints...in no case shall |ess than
one third of a brick be used” (State of Ohio p. 31).

(Note: Iles road has three intact curves in which it nay be observed the
t echni ques used to span the radii with bricks (photo 8).

SPECI FI CATI ONS state, “Soon after the pavenent has been properly
conpacted and surfaced, and before any dirt or other foreign materi al
has entered the joints, they shall be filled with the filler indicated
on the plans...”

“The brick must be dry when the filler is applied. Al tar filler nust
be heated to a tenperature between 225 degrees and 275 degrees F.
After the filler is heated to the specified tenperature, it shall be
poured or flushed into the joint to the full depth thereof. Al joints
shall be filled to the top, but an excess of filler nust not be |eft
on the surface of the brick. A top dressing of sand shall be spread

i mredi ately over the pavenent after the filler is

applied and while it is still hot. No traffic shall be allowed until
twel ve (12) hours after the filler has been applied.”

Note: The plans stated that the joints are to be filled with Bitum nous Filler

A-1 which, according to SPECI FI CATIONS Materials Detail”, was the “Penetration
Met hod” . A few remmants of the filler can still be found between cracks on
Il es Road.

Not e: The plans for Section L inprovenent also called for approximately 1,050
feet of wood guardrail, which no |onger exist.
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Iles Road in Hocking County is eligible for the National Register of Hi storic
Pl aces under Criteria A and C

Under Criterion A Iles Road is inportant as an intact exanple of 1922 inter-
county state highway construction that contributed significantly to the
econoni ¢ and transportation devel opment of the southeastern Chio region,
including the city of Logan. It represents the state and federal governnment’s
interest in inproving “main market” roads to accommopdate the grow ng autonobile
and truck industry during the early decades of the 20'" century. This interest
in inmproving roads grew fromthe “Good Roads Movenent” that began in the |ate
1800s. The 1916 Federal Aid Road Act provided nonetary support toward
construction of a hard-surfaced cross-country road network (Raitz, p. 288).
Priority was given to rural roads designated as nail routes (Paxon, p. 245).
The Hi ghway Act of 1921 concentrated funds in interconnected systens that
stipulated interstate roads could not be | ess than eighteen feet wide (w dth of
Iles Road: Hugill, Pg. 342). Iles Road also illustrates the energing tourism

i ndustry in Chio’ s Hocking Valley region during this period, with attractions
such as the Natural Rockbridge, Ash Cave and Rock House becom ng popul ar

natural wonders to see. Also under Criterion A the use of paving bricks to
surface the road is inportant for its association with the local brick industry
during this period. As stated in The Denocrat Sentinel in the Thursday, July 9,
1925, issue, the inproved roads were needed, “In all directions so as to bring
nore people to Logan as their main marketing center instead of allowng themto
go to other towns, just because the roads were better that way. No county ever
had too many good roads. These inproved roads are bringing into this county
and this city thousands of dollars each year.”

Under Criterion C, the road is significant as an intact exanple of state

hi ghway engi neering of the 1920s, a period when road i nprovenents were being
undertaken t hroughout the state. The nom nated portion of Iles Road appears as
it did at the tinme of its construction, when the roadbed was paved with |ocally
produced paving brick. This 0.9 mle-long stretch of the forner State Route 31
bet ween Ponmeroy and Findlay is the | ongest remaining rural segnent of this road
with its pavers still intact.
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CRI TERI ON A

Iles Road was fornmerly known as Inter County Hi ghway 360 or Logan-Lancaster
Road when the State of Chio inproved the road surface fromdirt/gravel to heavy
brick pavers in 1922. This construction project denonstrates the state’s
interest in inproving “main market” roads to accommobdate the growi ng autonobil e
and truck industry during the first decades of the 20'" century.

Prior to the 20'" century, even though the country’s railroad system was
excellent, roads in the United States were generally of very poor quality.
This spurred a grassroots group of individuals and organi zations to begin
pushing for a novenent to inprove roads.

In Dan Nerhaugen's article “Good Roads Movenment Revol utionized American

Travel ”, he states, “Poor roads inposed an especially crippling hardship on
farmers, who had to depend on the railroads to get their crops to market. Since
small farnms were often many mles fromthe nearest rail |ine, and because the

railroad conpanies tended to charge ruinously high rates for shipping the
produce of small farnms, the nation's farners were eager for transportation
alternatives.

“I't was bicyclists, though, who gave the Good Roads novenent its initial junp-
start. In part because bicycling in the |ate 1800s was nmainly a pastine of the
m ddl e and upper cl asses, politicians tended to Iisten nore carefully to the
League of Anerican Weel nen than they had to small farmers. The League

organi zed the National League for Good Roads at 1893's Col unbi an exposition in
Chi cago.

“Later, when Anerica commtted itself to autonobiles and trucks, Good Roads was
no longer nmerely a novenent. It had becone a social and econom c inperative
that transformed a sub-Third Wrld hi ghway systemto one of the world' s finest

during the early and mddle 20th century."

In Chio and Its People, Charles Gal breath notes, “Road inprovenent ... is

al nost entirely a devel opnent of the twentieth century, and Chi o has been wel
represented in its growh. Before 1900 there were turnpi kes of gravel and
broken stone to keep a few farners out of the nud and nost of the cities had
sonme brick and cobbl estone pavenents. For the nost part, though, Ohio farners
had to drive through dust in sunmer and pull through nud in the winter to get
their produce to market. Except in the business districts, where cobbl estone
pavi ng was nuch used, nost of the city streets had no i nprovenent beyond a
gravel or cinder surface. Hard-fired clay brick were first laid in street
pavenent at Steubenville in 1882.
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“Probably no other governnental agency had as nuch effect on life in the state
inthe first forty years of the twentieth century as (to call it by its present
nanme) the Chio Departnment of Hi ghways. Founded in 1904, for its first seven
years it nmerely advised the counties on road building. During the period 1911-
1928 the Departnent of H ghways constructed and nai ntai ned ‘sections’ radiating
fromthe county seats on the ‘inter-county’ and ‘nmi n-market’ roads. |In 1928
it becane responsible for every mle on the State highway systeni (Gal breath
Vol une VI pp. 149, 150).

It is interesting to note that Chio was one of the states to pioneer inproving
their roads. Ohio's brick industry played an inportant role in the devel opnent
of i nproved highways. In Ghio and Its People by George Knepper, he wites, “For
two reasons, Chio was one of the first of the forty-eight states to devel op an
efficient system of highways. One was the existence in eastern Ohio of |arge
brick-making facilities. Forty and nore years ago nost road paving was done
with brick, not concrete or macadam So, because of an anple supply of brick,
Ohio started early on road building. Chio ‘ranked either first or second in the
manuf acture of brick paving blocks. 1In addition Chio produced road buil ding
equi pnent, and had a | arge stake in the manufacture of autos, trucks and their
parts. Utimately Chio had a highway network to match its rail network’”

(Gal breath, p. 301).

“The problem of highway constructi on was taken up al though the el ectorate had
rejected an anendnent to the Constitution of 1912 extending the bond |imt for
t he purpose of inproving the highways. Governor Cox remai ned undi scouraged,
however, and when the county conmi ssioners of the State net at the State
capital in January 1913, he told themto ‘be liberal in road appropriations.’
At the Rural Life Congress held in March 1913, he again expressed an interest
in an inproved hi ghway program The plan he seened to favor included a
codification of road | aws, a statewi de road tax, and the use of convict |abor
in building roads and nmeking road materials. Spurred by his interest, the

| egi slature enacted a neasure providing for the establishnent of a main narket
and intercounty road system under the supervision of the State highway

conmi ssioners, the State to pay one-half of the intercounty hi ghway
construction.

“Thi s encouraged the devel opnment of a fairly satisfactory hi ghway system

t hroughout the State. To finance this highway inprovenent, provision was nade
for a State levy of a half mll to be used for roads; three-fourths of the tax
to be turned back to the counties, if they provided an equal anount; and the
rest to be use by the State to build intercounty roads” (Gal breath Vol une Vi
pp. 23-24).
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Throughout the early 1920s, the Hocking County Conm ssioners were applying for
state aid for road i nprovenents. Roads were inproved by section of various

| engt hs. Conditions were assessed, surveys were nade and applicati ons were nade
to the state Division of H ghways for financial aid.

The Il es Road plans indicated that the road project was assigned Federal Aid
Project nunmber 272. The plans were received dated January, 1922. This
indicates that the project was nost likely funded as the result of the Federa
Aid Road Act of 1916.

In his article “The Federal -State Partnership at Wirk”, Richard F. Weingroff
states, “The federal -aid highway program which was initiated by the Federa

Aid Road Act of 1916, got off to a slow start, with only $5mllion avail able
the first year. The biggest initial problem however, occurred in April 1917,
when Anerica entered what is now known as Wrld War |I. Personnel shortages were
conpounded by shortages of road-building material and railroad cars to ship
materials to project sites.

“Furthernore, because the railroads were unable to keep up with mlitary

shi pping, the fledgling trucking industry seized its opportunity to secure
interstate shipping. As a result, the roads that the states did not have the
resources to inprove were deteriorating under the unexpected wei ght of the

| oaded trucks.

“When the war ended in Novenber 1918, the need for changes in the federal-aid
hi ghway program becane evident. Sonme features of the program- for exanple, the
definition of "rural post road" and the $10,000 per mile limtation - were a

hi ndrance in many states. The decision to | eave project selection in the hands
of state highway officials resulted in wdely dispersed inprovenents, spread
anong political subdivisions and not connected with each other or roads in
adj oi ning states.

“Logan Page, director of the Bureau of Public Roads, who was so instrunental in
shapi ng the program would not have tine to address these and ot her problens
with the program On Dec. 9, 1918, while attending a neeting of the Executive
Committee of the American Association of State H ghway Oficials (AASHO in

Chi cago, Page becane ill. He died that night. Thomas H MacDonal d, who had

pl ayed a key role in devel opi ng AASHO s federal -aid highway bill, becane the
new chief in early 1919. Wth his technical background and his experience as a
state highway official, he proved to be the ideal successor to Page in this new
phase of hi ghway devel opnent.

“The nost difficult problemfacing MacDonal d was the gap between advocates of

| ong-di stance roads and advocates of farmto-market roads. The answer devel oped
by MacDonal d, in close cooperation with AASHO was contained in the Federa

H ghway Act of 1921.
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“The 1921 act rejected the view of |ong-distance road advocates who wanted the
federal government to build a national highway network. To satisfy them the
act limted federal aid to a systemof federal-aid highways, not to exceed 7
percent of all roads in the state. Three-sevenths of this system nust consi st
of roads that are ‘interstate in character.” Up to 60 percent of federal-aid
funds could be used on the interstate routes.

“By retaining the federal-aid concept, the act also satisfied advocates of
farmto-market roads. The state hi ghway agencies could be counted on to
consi der | ocal concerns in deciding the m x of projects.

“I'n cooperation with the state hi ghway agencies, the Bureau of Public Roads
(BPR) conpl eted designation of the federal-aid systemin Novenber 1923. It
total ed 272,000 kil ometers (km or 5.9 percent of all public roads. The
federal -aid system woul d expand as states conpleted work on their origina
system

“The 1920s were a ‘gol den age’ for road building. In 1922 al one, federal-aid
projects totaling 16,500 km were conpleted at a cost of $189 nillion, three
times as nmuch roadway as had been inproved since the start of the federal-aid
hi ghway programin 1916. The projects usually involved providing graded earth,
sand-cl ay, or gravel surfaces” (Wingroff, “Federal-State Partnership at Wrk,
1996) .

Since Iles Road was built in 1922, it seens apparent that this construction
project was a product of that “gol den age.”

CRITERION C

Il es Road was part of a section known as Section L of the Logan to Lancaster
Road Inter County H ghway 360. Leon C Herrick, D rector of H ghways and Public
Wor ks signed the engi neering plan sheets for Section L, on July 3, 1922.

Bids were placed in the two | ocal newspapers in Hocking County. In July 1922,
The Denocrat Sentinel and The Logan Republican both printed notices to
contractors for bids on the construction of this section of road. Bids were
accepted for “grading the roadway, constructing drai nage structures and pavi ng
with one of the follow ng types:

e Reinforced concrete, estimated CcOSt ....ccevvvininenens. $61, 402. 45
* Brick, including brick, estimted cost............... $72,307.73

The date set for conpletion was Cctober 15, 1922. According to The Logan
Republ i can newspaper, July 27, 1922, the contract was awarded to Ed N. Turner.
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will be pushed to an early conpletion. Large forces will be enployed.” The

Denocrat Sentinel also ran an article, which told of the plans to pave the
road. On July 13, 1922, the front-page news itemstated, “Wth the conpletion
of these strips of road, Logan and Lancaster will be connected with a

conti nuous hard road.”

According to the 1928 Standard Road Map of Chi o, Logan-Lancaster Road was
called State Route 31, which stretched from Poneroy, Chio to Findlay, Ohio.
State Route 31 was the main thoroughfare connecting southeastern Chio

to Colunmbus. 1In 1928, S.R 31 was considered a first class road with a hard
surface (see map Attachnent B).

In 1931, State Route 31 was rerouted to the North between the Gty of Logan and
the Village of Enterprise |leaving the intact section of |Iles Road we see today.
By 1940, State Route 31 had becone U S. Route 33. In 1968 this section of road
becanme known as Enterprise-lles Road. In 1986 the nanme of the road was
shortened to Il es Road (see maps pp. 3, 4).

Brick Industry of Southeast Ohio

The use of vitrified paving bricks to surface Inter-County Hi ghway 360 is
inmportant for its contribution to the Iocal brick industry during the 1920s.

As noted above, Section L was bid for both reinforced concrete and brick over conc
The bid was approved by the State for brick over concrete even though concrete pav
only was | ess expensive. This may have been due to an effort to support the prom
brick industry of southeast Chio, which by Wrld War | was begi nning to decline du
use of concrete and later oil to nmake blacktop road. “Brick laying was a | abor-int
trade, and it becanme far cheaper to pave roads with these alternative materials” (
1996) .

“By the Depression years of the 1930s, road buil ding had changed dramatically.
Aut onobi | es were conmon, and the need for nore and better roads was increasing.
Al ternative surfacing materials, including cenent and asphalt, were overtaking
brick. Roads could be laid faster and cheaper with other materials, and the
demand for paving brick was gone” (Bl ankenbeker, 1999, p.5).

“The Hocking Vall ey s abundance of clay, shale, and coal provided the perfect
envi ronnent for the commercial production of brick. Cay produces the cream
colored brick, and shale is used for red brick. The coal fueled kilns for the

burning of bricks. “People who were mning coal at the tinme would find | ayers
of clay and shale adjacent to the coal,” explains Don Russell, who served as
pl ant manager for General C ay Products Corporation from 1956 to 1994. “It was

possi ble to extract both commodities pretty easily, because the clay deposits
weren't very deep. That’'s why the industry becane |ocated in southeast OChio”



(Colias, 1996).
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“By 1893, 44 separate firns were producing bricks for paving and 357 kilns were
bei ng used exclusively for pavers (Oton pp. 207-208). The annual production
of paving brick in Chio in 1893 was 292 mllion blocks. To put this in
perspective, it required approximtely one-half mllion blocks to pave 1 mle
of road 25 feet wde. Thus, there were enough pavers produced annually to pave
nearly 600 mles of road.” (Bl ankenbeker, 1999, p.3)

According to an Cctober 19, 1922 newspaper article in The Denocrat_Senti nel,

t he Hocking Valley Brick Conpany supplied the brick pavers for the Logan-
Lancaster Inter County H ghway 360. The Hocking Valley Brick Conpany operated
plants in the communities of Logan, Nelsonville, New Straitsville, and
Greendal e. Hocking Valley Brick was a nenber of the Chio Paving Brick
Manuf act urers Associ ati on (H ghway Topics, 1923). In Logan, the Hocking Valley
Bri ck Conpany operated from 1910 to 1954. Previous to 1910 it was called the
Logan Brick Manufacturing Conpany. |In 1954, the Logan plant was purchased by
General Cay Products Corporation and ceased the manufacturing of heavy paving
brick.

Mul tiple Property Docunentation (MPD)
Hi storic Resources of the Little Cties of Black D anponds
1870 — 1950 At hens, Hocking and Perry Counties

The Little Cties of Black D anonds refers to approximately 50 snal

communities in southern Perry and northern Athens and Hocki ng Counties | ocated
in center of Southeastern Ohio s Hocking Valley Coal Field. Many of these
comunities were “boomtowns” growing rapidly during the years between 1870 and
1920 when coal m ning and other extractive industries such as clay, oil, and
gas reached their peaks.

The geographic area covered by the MPD includes three townships in Hocking
County — Falls Gore, Geen and Ward. Falls Township, where Iles Road and the
Cty of Logan are located, lies directly west of this area. The Hocking Valley
Bri ck Conmpany which supplied the brick pavers for Iles Road, operated plants in
the conmmunities of Nelsonville, New Straitsville, and Greendale, |ocated in the
Little Gties Region and the Gty of Logan.

The MPD for the Little Cities of Black D anonds list “Locally Produced Buil di ng
Material s” as an associ ated property type which contributes to the distinctive
character of this region. To be eligible for listing the MPD states that
streets nmust be relatively intact and the locally produced building materials
must be an integral elenment of the design and at |east one block |ong. These
properties are eligible under Criteria A of the National Register Criteria of

Si gni fi cance.
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The followng text is taken fromthe MPD for the Little Cties of Black
D anonds:

Descri ption

The Little Cities of Black Di anonds regi on was known for its

production of clay products — especially tile glazed brick and
street/sidewal k pavers. These |ocally nmanufactured products can be
found in comunities throughout the Little Cities of Black D anonds —
in buildings and in the pavenent of the streets and sidewal ks in
communities. These structures and streets tend to stand out in an

area where nost of the construction was wood frame. 1In fact, the
churches and schools are frequently anong the only brick buildings in a
nunber of communiti es.

Si gni fi cance
Bui | di ngs, streets and sidewal ks built fromlocally manufactured cl ay
products are a physical rem nder of the close relationship between the

coal mning and clay making industries. The clay, which was consi dered
the best in Chio, was found in the sane | ocation as the Great Vein of
coal. Local coal was used to fire the kilns of nost of the clay products

i ndustries and the distinctive iron spot color found in a nunber of the
clay products fromthe region are also distinctive because of the iron
deposits found in the area. These products — especially the pavers that
are frequently stanped with the nane of the community in which they were
produced — contribute to the variegated textures that help to define the
physi cal environnent of the region.

Contribution to Econonmy and Tourism

Iles Road is inportant as an intact exanple of 1922 inter-county state hi ghway
construction that contributed significantly to the econom c and transportation
devel opnent of the southeastern Chio region, including the city of Logan. The
road supported the enmerging tourismindustry in the Hocking Valley during this
period, wth attractions such as the Natural Rockbridge, Ash Cave, and Rock
House becom ng popul ar natural wonders to see.

Havi ng good roads through Ohi o was needed to accommodate tourist traffic. “Chio
is in the center of tourist traffic between East and West. A reflection of this
position is the fact Chio ranks third anong the states, next to New York and
California, in nunber of gasoline filling stations. Garages are the nost
nunmerous retail service establishments in the State” (Gal breath, Volune VI p.
151).
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Howes’ book al so records the popularity of the natural wonders in the county, such
House, Ash Cave and the natural Rockbridge. These natural curiosities also drew p
the area (Howe, pp. 929, 930).

“Ash Cave is forned by the projecting cliff at the source of alittle stream
whose deep valley or gulch parts the bold rock-ribbed hills whose summts | ook
down upon the tops of the loftiest pines, which grow at their base. The

di mensi ons of the cave are given as 700 feet long, ninety feet high and ninety
feet wwde. It is located twenty-one m|les sout hwest of Logan.

“Rock House is a natural structure, rising to a height of 166 feet. Tine and
the el ements have hewn out halls and roons and massive colums that support the
vast roof. This chanbered cave is 350 feet long, twenty-five feet high and
twenty-five feet wide. It is twelve mles southwest of Logan

“Rockbridge is a natural span of sandstone rock fromten to twenty feet w de
and level on the top. The supporting arch is about 150 feet from side to side
at the base. The gulch spanned is about fifty feet deep. It is northwest of
Logan, near the Hocking Valley Railroad and the northern boundary of the
county” (Gal breath, Volunme I, p. 365).

Better roads |leading to the areas woul d have nost certainly made people nore
willing to cone to Hocking County to see these natural wonders.

Early Hi story of Hocking County and Il es Road

Hocki ng County was formed March 1, 1818, from parts of Ross, Athens, and
Fairfield Counties. Its nanme was a contraction of the river that flows through
it, the Hockhocking River” (Howe, pp. 925, 927). Part of the Hocking County was
a portion of the Northwest Territory purchased by the Chio Conpany (H story of
Hocking Valley Onhio, p. 813). The Bunch of Gapes tavern in Boston was the
gathering place for a group of Revolutionary War veterans in January 1786.
CGeneral Rufus Putnam and Benjam n Tupper organi zed the group into the Chio
Conpany of Associates. The nmen pooled their |and warrants and bought one
mllion acres of land in southeastern Chio. Congress approved the | and deal on
Cct ober 27, 1787(Benson, p.46). The other part of Hocking County was first a
part of lands that had been fornmed into Congress Lands in 1792-1812 (Knepper,
p. 114).

Iles road is located in Falls Townshi p, Hocking County, Chio. “Falls Township
is the oldest settled township in the county, the first settler, M.

West enhaver, having located within its limts. The early history of Hocking
County and Logan conprises to a great extent the history of the township.



United States Departnent of the Interior
Nati onal Park Service

NATI ONAL REG STER OF HI STORI C PLACES
CONTI NUATI ON SHEET

SECTI ON 8

Il es Road
Hocki ng County, Chio Page 10

Fall s Townshi p was settled the year nade nenorable as the first in which any
per manent settlenent was made in Chio outside of the river cities. The year
1798 is the first that any record can be found of a settlenment in the State,
but that year Athens County, including Hocking as now fornmed and Ross, were
formed” (Hi story of Hocking Valley Ohio, p. 884).

“Hocki ng County can claim wthout discussion, a greater |Iove fromher sons and
daughters than any other county in the state. This steady settlenent caused
the county to have in the year 1820 a popul ation of 2,080 souls. The progress
of the pioneer was neasurable slow, for outside their own wants there was
l[ittle market for surplus stock and produce. This want of a market was a
serious drawback to the rapid devel opnment of the county. In good weather work
had to be done and in bad, the roads were such as to nake | ong haul s

i npossi ble” (H story of Hocking Valley Chio, pp. 816-817). “Two nonths after
the first settlenment by Westenhaver, John Pence and Conrad (Coon) Brian, who
were brothers-in-law, settled in what is now Logan’s East End. Pence and Brian
were in a short time followed by several pioneers. They were |Israel Francois
and famly, Mchael Beard, Patrick Beard, two daughters and a granddaughter.
The group made quite an opening on the Hocking river which | ater becane know as
the Iles farmwhen that famly arrived in 1811" (A Hi storical Review of Hocking
County 1841-1923 p. 1).

“I'n Decenber, 1823, a road was ordered open to the Fairfield County line, by

t he Hocki ng County Comm ssioners, not to exceed 40 feet in wdth” (H story of
Hocki ng Vall ey Ohio pg. 823). The Decenber 1, 1823, conm ssioners’ records
read, “The report of the viewers on the road fromthe county between Fairfield
and Hocking on the road fromLogan to Lancaster thence to Logan was read the
first tinme.” On Decenber 2, 1823, at the comm ssioners’ neeting the foll ow ng
was recorded: “The report of the viewers on the road fromthe line of Fairfield
and Hocking County (on the road from Lancaster to Logan) to the town of Logan
was read a second tinme and the report confirnmed. Odered that same road be
recorded and opened not exceeding forty feet w de” (Hocking County
Commi ssi oners Journal A, pp. 47,48). This record of the road was plotted on a
map dated 1823 entitled “A Plat of a Road fromthe County Line Between
Fairfield and Hocking” (see map p. 1).

Since a small part of the Iles Road was annexed into the Logan city limts in
2000, the following is brief discussion of the history of the city of Logan:

“At the session of the General Assenbly in the winter of 1838-1839 the town of
Logan was i ncorporated by an act of the Legislature, passed March 5, 1839. The
City of the Hocking Valley, whose growh has been nost firmand steady, is the
one whose nanme commenorates the fanbus M ngo Chief Logan. Aside fromits rich
surroundi ng, both in soil and m neral, which | ook toward Logan for an outlet, a
nore favorable | ocation for a city could hardly be conceived” (H story of




Hocking Valley Ohio p. 894).
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At the tinme of incorporation, Logan had about fifty houses, and the census the
foll ow ng year gave her a popul ation of 436. The popul ation today is 6, 725.

The city of Logan continued to grow with many busi nesses and industries. Sone
were operational for many years, then ceased to exist. Ohers continued and
are still in operation today. One such industry is Keynes MII, which was
started in 1869. Another business still in operation is King Lunber. The King
Lunber Conpany began as a warehouse built on the Hocking Canal in 1855. One

| ast exanple is the Hocking Valley Feed Conpany. Founded in 1927, this
operation is the oldest Purina dealer in Southeastern Chio (Logan 150 1833- 1988

pp. 29, 30, 34).

The Hocki ng Canal was anot her public inprovenent that opened up the resources
of the Hocking Valley. Farnmers transported their produce on roads such as Iles
Road to be shipped by this new neans of transportation. “The short |latera
canal, or as it was then called, the *Side Cut,” proved of so nmuch val ue that

t he Board of Public Wrks concluded to purchase it for the State and extend it
down the Hocking Valley. This information gave intense joy to the people, and
in March 1838, the news was corroborated by an Act passed by the Legisl ature,
aut hori zing the then Canal comm ssioners to purchase the ‘Side Cut.’ This was
ef fect ed Decenber 22, 1838, and the canal purchased for the sum of $61, 241. 04.
The Hocking Valley Canal, which had been projected in 1836, and a portion put
under contract, being sonme sixteen and one-half mles fromLancaster to Bower’s
lock in July, 1837, was now rapidly pushed forward, and the work conpleted as
per contract in 1839. A further contract was also |let the sane year, Cctober
1837, to build fromBowner’s lock to Nelsonville, a further distance of sixteen
and one-half mles, the same to be conpleted within two years. This |ast,
however, was not finished until 1840” (H story of Hocking Valley, p. 131).

“The prospect of building the Hocking Canal in 1838 gave hope to the people of
Logan, but it did not start her growh materially until this neans of
transportati on becane an acconplished fact in 1840. This was to the people

of the valley at that day of great inportance, and was at |east an outlet for
their products, and a way to bring in their necessities. It was well

patroni zed until the advent of the railroads” (ibid. p. 896). “Business began
to inprove as the canal was finished and boats started. The first boat to cone
down the canal, the A. McCaw, in October, 1840, brought down a |arge nunber of
visitors to hear a speech in Logan by Honorabl e Thomas Corwin, in the

cel ebrated | og cabin and hard-cider canpaign in 1840. The opening of the cana
al so stinmulated the farners, who, finding they could now get their produce to
mar ket, began to enlarge their farm ng operations and raise a |arge supply
above honme consunption. Trade began to inprove and the nerchant enl arged his
stock and net the increased demand. 1In a few years the busi ness of Logan
needed better and | arger shipping facilities, and in 1846 John Rochester, Sr.



erected the warehouse at the foot of Miul berry Street and becanme a purchaser for
United States Departnent of the Interior
Nat i onal Park Service

NATI ONAL REG STER OF HI STORI C PLACES
CONTI NUATI ON SHEET

SECTI ON 8

Il es Road
Hocki ng County, Chio Page 12

grain and produce, giving the farnmers of Hocking County a hone market for their
surplus products” (ibid. p. 897). The road first mapped in 1823 fromthe
Fairfield County line to Logan had to have been a nmjor thoroughfare of
transportation for the farnmers to get their produce to the canal.

“When the railroad cane into the valley in the 1870s, its faster transportation
along with several severely damagi ng fl oods eventually spelled the den se of
t he canal systent (Hi storical Review of Hocking Co. 1841-1923, p. 10).

The possibility of having a railroad |ine through Hocki ng County was anot her
avenue through which the county could grow. Roads |eading to the railroad
stations had to be available. “The Hocking Valley, as a field for railroad
enterprise, early attracted the attention of capitalists and public nmen, and
many projects were started in an early day for building a Hocking Valley
railroad to connect with that pioneer of railroads, the Baltinore & Ohio. The
State Legislature passed an act as early as March 1834, authorizing the
construction of a railroad from Lancaster to a point on the Chio River,
opposi te Parkersburg. Section second of the bill was as follows: *The capital
stock of the Hocking Valley Railroad Conpany shall be $1, 000,000 and shall be
di vided into shares of $50 each. These shares may be subscribed for by any
corporation for conmence the construction of the said railroad, and enjoy al

t he powers and privileges conferred by this act, as soon as $50,000 shall be
subscribed to said stock.” The idea of the building the Hocking Valley Cana
soon after supplanted this project of building a railroad, and nothing was done
under the act. It was not until 1854, sonme twenty years after the above
charter was granted, that active steps were again taken to secure a railroad

t hrough the valley of the Hocking. It again fell through and active work did
not commence until 1856.

“Meetings were held and every effort made to carry forward the work. At the
next session of the Legislature, in 1858, the way for active operation was
agai n opened. But the financial crash of 1857 was still severely felt the
foll ow ng year, and al though opposition had ceased, the nonetary situation
prevented further progress. The war then cane on, and it was of until the year
1865 that the project was again resurrected. In that year the Mneral Railroad
Conmpany was organized. |t was necessary to raise $750,000 to conplete the
project. After the noney was rai sed the nanme of the conpany was changed to the
Col umbus & Hocking Vall ey Railroad Conpany. The ground was broken in Col unbus,
July 1867, and the railroad reached Athens in the sumer of 1870.

“The railroad line is well equipped and has been a prosperous one fromthe
start. Three passenger trains run each way daily, and thus by affording pronpt
means of transportation to the coal fields of the Hocking Valley, the road has
been of untold benefit to both consuners and producers as well as the welfare



of its own exchequer” (H story of Hocking Valley GChio pp. 138, 139, 140).
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The railroad “was a social phenonenon, a synbol. It was the [ink between snmall
towns and the netropolis. It signified power, travel, speed and adventure. It fe

i magi nation with the lure of distant places and exciting things yet to cone” (Glb
162). The Enterprise Depot was located in Enterprise, which is the first vill age
Logan. Iles Road crosses over this railroad line today and in the 1920s it served
transportation route to the depot. “The Enterprise Depot served a large territory
Hocki ng County as a shipping point for farm products, hay, mlk, lunber and railro
Joe Brashares’s general store in Enterprise depended upon this station for delive
mer chandi se and supplies. In addition to the many coal trains

passi ng through the area, several passenger trains also came through Enterprise
each day, stopping to pick up passengers, express packages and mail. The
Enterpri se Depot was abandoned and razed sonmetine in the 1930s” (A Historical
Revi ew of Hocki ng County - The Depot Hotel 1881-1950 p. 22).

The next map showi ng the road can be seen in the Atlas of Hocking County Ohio.
This plat nmap shows the road running through the two Iles’ farns (see map p.

2). The current nane of Iles road was naned for the Iles famly that originally
settled on the farm and bordering the road. There were two Iles farnms | ocated
along the road. John Iles, born February 5, 1784, in Pennsylvania to parents
Henry and Mary M Stine Iles settled the first farmestablished. John Iles
married Elizabeth Saunders in 1811. “In this year John settled on a portion of
uncul tivated tinber |and al ong the Hocking Valley, three mles west of Logan;
consequently they toiled hard in clearing off the |land and endured the
hardshi ps and privations of pioneer |ife and becane aquainted wth the the ways
and doings of the red man” (Hi story of Hocking Valley Chio p. 960).

John and Elizabeth’s son Jerem ah was born Novenber 25, 1828. Jerem ah was
engaged in church mnistry along wwth farm ng and wool grow ng. Jerem ah
married Eliza Gay and they lived on and farned the land until their deaths.
Jerem ah died January 18, 1911

George Edward Iles, son of Jerem ah and Eliza Iles, was the next son to carry
on the farmng of the |and. George Edward was born QOctober 19, 1887, and died
February 23, 1957. He was narried to Aive Jane Arnold on March 30, 1920.

The next owners of the land (and the current owners as of 2002) are the
daught er of George Edward |l es, Josephine B. Iles Mathias and her husband,
Charles H. Mathias.

Wlliamlles, who was a brother to Jeremah Iles, was born January 25, 1834. In
1851, he inherited fromhis father John Il es what becane the second farm
Wllianmis son, Wlliam Oterbein (OGto) Iles, who was born May 25, 1885, farned
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the land next. “On the Oto Iles farm..was a huge gravel pit which for many

years supplied material for county and township roads in Hocking. This gravel
pit was |ocated near the village of Enterprise” (The Harris Hi story, pp. 268,
269). At the tinme of Oto’'s death in 1974, the Oto Iles farmwas sold outside
the famly.

SUMVARY

Iles Road is a part of a state highway that first began in 1823 and the only
brick county road left intact in Hocking County used each day by many travelers
and residents of the area. Most of the road is surrounded by farmland that is
still used for farmng today. It was part of the path used by the first
settlers of the Hocking Valley and is a rem nder of the hard work our
forefathers endured to make their travels easier.
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