Montpedier MPD, Williams County
E. Statement of Historic Contexts
Introduction

Montpdlier, Ohio is a pleasant community of gpproximately 5,000 people located within amile of the
geographic center of Williams County, the county which forms the northwest corner of Ohio. Still the
only community in Superior Township, Montpdlier lies dong the east bank of the St. Joseph River,
which rises in the northern portion of Williams County and flows southwest out of the county, across a
corner of Defiance County, and into Indiana. State Routes 107 and 576 meet near downtown
Montpelier, while State Route 15 and U.S. Route 20A pass two miles east of thevillage. An
interchange between State Route 15 and the Ohio Turnpike three miles northeast of the village ties
Montpelier into the nationd Interstate Highway system. Montpelier is served by Norfolk Southern
Corporation’s Norfolk & Western Railway, though thereis currently only limited locd rall treffic.

Montpdlier's physica setting issmilar to that of numerous communities in northwestern Ohio.

This portion of the dtate, to the west and southwest of Lake Erie, wasthe last area of Ohio to be
settled. Known for decades asthe “Black Swamp,” the land here was under the waters of amuch
larger Lake Erie at the end of the last glacid retreat some 12,000 years ago. Asthe lake waters
gradudly lowered to current levels, the flat former bottom emerged as marshy land rich in agriculturd
nutrients but difficult to settle and farm. Other parts of the state more amenable to settlement were
occupied first, however, between 1870 and 1920, thousands of miles of open ditches were built which
lowered the water table to ground level. “ By 1920, 15,000 miles of open drains in northwest Ohio
had improved nearly 5,000,000 acres of land.” (Wilhdm, “ Draining the Black Svamp,”
Northwest Ohio Quarterly, Vol. 56, No.3) Today northwestern Ohio remains largely rural and
agriculturd, boasting some of the date’ s finest farmland.

Montpelier Stson the vast and generdly leve plain that emerged from the Black Swvamp. Theland is
not table-flat; it has some relief and varies from flat to gently rolling. There are, however, no abrupt

level changes or extremes of topography. Inand near Montpelier, eevations range from 850 feet above
sealevd, just west of the St Joseph River, to 911 feet at the intersection of routes 107, 15, and 20A
two miles east of town.

The locd topography had a strong influence on Montpelier’ s physicd layout. The community’s
generdly flat Stefacilitated use of asmple grid street pattern, while the character of the St. Joseph
River determined where the earliest settlement would occur. Theriver had the long, meandering loops



typica of watercourses crossing level land, and it happened that at one of these loops there was
auffident fal from one end to the other that the Site created a head of water that could be harnessed for
power generation. For this reason, milling was established at the site of what would become Montpelier
in the 1840s, the generaly higher land east of the St. Joseph River dictated that the town’s later
development would occur dmost entirely east of theriver.

Montpelier's physicad deveopment in the century following the mid- 1840s followed patterns typica of
many smal Midwestern communities. From its earliest days, the community’s commercia core
developed primarily dong today’s Main Street, State Route 107. This Street ran east-west, and it and
North Monroe Street, which ran north out of town, provided Montpelier’ s connections to the outside
world in those early days. Early development tended naturaly to occur along these transportation
routes and marked what would become the core of the community’ s downtown area. The natural
spread of development was to the south and east, away from the boundaries set by the river on the
north and west. Both the congtruction of individua commercid and residentia buildings and the platting
of larger, primarily residentid, devel opments spread out from the origind trangportation axes. The
expansion of the town, which grew rapidly over ardatively short period of timein the late 19" and early
20™ centuries, continued the smple grid pattern in the original town plat. With the exception of what
was described as a“public park” surrounding the Town Hall on an 1894 atlas map, thereis no evidence
of planned landscaped parks or boulevards integrated into newly platted areas of the city. The one
public space that was established early in the town' s history was the fairgrounds at the eastern edge of
town, which by 1894 had only aracetrack and stands but later devel oped a number of agricultura
buildings and provided the location for public activities and celebrations. Industria devel opment tended
at firgt to be confined to areas close to the river on the north and west sides of town, and later such
development would occur close to and along the railroad that became so much a part of Montpelier's
character.

Montpélier’s Settlement and Early History, 1845-1874

Superior Township in Williams County, Ohio was established on June 22, 1839. At the time there were
few white settlers in the area, there were no churches or schools, and the land was heavily forested.
Native Americans had a camp near the present Site of Montpelier.

Because much of the land in northwest Ohio was once under alarger post-glacid Lake Erie, it wasflat
and poorly drained. Before large-scale settlement could occur, the land had to be ditched and drained,
and as areault this portion of Ohio was among the last areas to develop. One early Williams County
history states that 60 to 70 drainage ditches were constructed in the county between 1872 and 1882;



and that in 1882 there were 20 tile companies in the county meeting the demand for drainagetile. Even
today, long, deep drainage ditches are a common landscape fegture in this part of the Sate.

The water power offered by the St. Joseph River drew entrepreneuria people to the future site of
Montpelier. Exact dates are not certain, but by 1845 John Bryner and Jesse Tucker had built agrist
mill on what would become North Monroe Street just south of theriver. A mill race running from east
to west powered the mill with water backed up behind a mill dam located east of where Monroe (or
Mill Street, asit would be known &t first) crossed theriver.

The mill’ s location near the county’ s center and the suitability of the surrounding land for settlement must
have been strong incentives for the mill founders to move beyond milling. In May of 1845, Tucker and
Bryner had atown surveyed just south of their mill. Congsting of 41 lots and a public square, the new
town was located entirely north of Main Street and extended eastward severd blocks to around
Cranberry Run, asmdl stream that flowed into the St. Joseph from the southesst.

Tradition holds that the new community was named for Montpdlier, Vermont’ s capital, by a doctor who
gave the surveyor aride to the ste of the proposed town.

Eighteen forty-six saw establishment of Montpdlier’ sfirgt post office, something any ambitious town
could not do without, and about the same time the community’ s school moved from an old log building
into aframe structure. Development of the community was dow, however, with the population
estimated at around 200 by 1853, and only about 400 more than a quarter-century later in 1880.

In the early 1870s, the Chicago and Canada Southern Railroad made a survey of a proposed route that
would have passed through Montpelier . In anticipation of the growth that would occur as aresult of the
raillroad congtruction, the citizens of Montpelier petitioned the county to incorporate the village. The
Williams County Commissioners gpproved the petition in May, 1874, athough the first eection did not
take place until the following April.

Montpelier’s Early Development, 1875-1907

The failure of the Chicago and Canada Southern Railway to congruct arallroad line through Montpelier
was only atemporary setback, since the village would see the congtruction of arailroad within afew
years. Neverthdess, the village was optimigtic about its future and moved forward and purchased an
old school for use asatown hall. It was repaired and moved to the public square, which was bounded
by Monroe (origindly Mill Street), Water, Madison (originaly Main Street -- an 1874 map shows two
Main Streets, paralel and ablock gpart!), and Jonesville Street. Thejail occupied the west side of the
building, and the east Sde was used for public meetings. The origind town plat included 41 lots, with



the southern boundary formed by the north side of the current Main Street (see attached map). A
number of businesses were located south of town -- an oar works, asawmill, afoundry, and a tannery,
dl doseto theriver.

An ashery was one of Montpelier’ s first businesses, afacility where potash and pearlash were made
(these were employed, among other uses, in soap-making). This businessrelied on local citizensto
ddiver wood ashes, which were traded for goods.

Montpelier' s fortunes began to change sgnificantly when the Detroit, Butler & S. Louis Railroad (later
known as the Wabiash and more recently as the Norfolk Southern) passed through the village in 1881.
Therailroad provided Montpelier with an efficient means of trangportation for the area s agricultura
products and its manufactured goods and it spurred rapid growth in the population as the village
counted over 1200 people (nearly tripling the 1880 census figures) in the 1890 census.

After incorporation and the introduction of the railroad, Montpelier began to develop as a commercid
and industrid community surrounded by prime agricultura land. The home a 307 North Monroe Street
was reportedly the first general merchandise store in town, dating from the 1840s and operated by
Conroy Mdlory. Thefirst post office was dso located in part of the home. Montpelier’ sfirst hotel was
the Empire Hotel built by Leonard Merry c. 1848 and located at the southeast corner of Madison and
Monroe Streets. It was moved twice with the second move to alocation on West Main Street near the
river. The building was used as a feed store by 1916 and became the Farm Bureau officesin 1941.
Rundown and no longer used, it was burned in 1981 to make way for new municipa garages.

Origindly, the S. Joseph River aong the west side of Montpdlier followed a different course than the
onetoday. It had asmdl idand, which was used as a park, and one had to cross three bridges to enter
the town from the west. In the early 1900s, the river was diverted and the idand was eliminated, but
even today it is possible to pick out the river’s old course. It served as a source of both water and
power for early indudtries.

In the early years following incorporation, Montpelier was beginning to take the traditiona form of a
gamall town that served arura hinterland. Commercid development took place primarily dong Man
Street in the form of individua structures or smdl groupings. These were interspersed with resdentid
buildings and vacant lots, giving the streetscape a varied and even spotty 1ook; this might be expected of
adill-young community. Theinfilling of the commercid core and the separation of land usesinto fairly
digtinct resdentid and commercia areas would come later. As noted, industrid enterprises were both
north and south of the developing downtown, generaly close to theriver.



A study of the dates of various red edtate plats gives some sense of the pace and patterns of
development in Montpelier. The origind town plat sood aone with no additions for Sx years, until
1851, when Merry and Bryant’s First Addition was platted. This was located south of Main Street and
continued the Street pattern and names dready in existence on the north side of Main, extending
southward about two-and-a-hdf blocks; it was known smply as“First Addition.”

No other additions were recorded until 1872, when Bechtol’ s Addition was platted south of the First
Addition. Perhapsin anticipation of arailroad-induced boom when the Canada Southern was planned,
by 1874 severd other plats-- Snyder’s First and Second Additions -- had been added; they extended
the community still further south, to the north edge of what istoday’s Court Street. In addition, the
separate community of South Montpelier had been platted, located east of Bryant Street and north of
therallroad, but it was soon absorbed into the growing Montpelier.

From the early 1880s on, when railroad transportation for Montpelier became ared thing, new
additions were platted on afairly regular bags, particularly in the 1880s and 1890s and in the early 20th
century. There were about 80 additionsto the 41 lotslaid out in the origind plat, extending into the
early 1970s.

Busness and Indudtrid Devedopment

Aswas noted, Montpelier’ sfirg grist mill was established about the time the village was platted.
Origindly powered by water from the river, it was converted to steam power in 1881. In 1884 the
Montpelier City Millswere built south of the first mill, which wastorn down in the 1890s. The City
Mills operated until the 1920s but were torn down for the Storrer Court housing development that
stands on the ste today.

This pattern of establishment, growth and expansion, and eventud disappearance of locd industria
enterprises was repeated in some other businesses, but by no means dl; some older
enterprises -- or at least the buildings they once occupied -- remain in Montpelier today.

The ready availability of wood and the convenient location of the St. Joseph River atracted severd
kinds of smdl businesses. Among these was an oar factory that utilized the abundant supply of ash trees
in the areg; thisfirm used the river as a means of transporting logs to the factory for processing. The
firm aso made ash broom handles, and the market for its goods extended dl the way to Europe and
Asa Thisfactory closed in 1895.



Prior to 1900, Montpdlier dso had severd factories making staves and heads used in barrel-making.
These included the JH. Moore Stave and Head Factory, established in 1880, and the Montpdier Stave
& Heading Co., which was founded in 1889 but operated only until 1890.

Jacob Good established a sawmill in 1870; Jacob Snyder established another in 1873. The Boone
Lumber Company was established in 1886 and its building was later purchased by the Jacob Good mill.
The Boone Lumber Co. continued in business, suffering afirein 1914 and another afew years later.
The sawmilling portion of the business was discontinued, but the retail business lasted until the 1970sin
the 600 block of Mill Street and could claim ownership by the same family for nearly 100 years. One
building associated with this firm Hill survives

In 1876 the Gratz grist mill was built at 206 West Main Street. After Sx weeks of operation, an
explosion destroyed the building. A new mill was built on the Site in 1878 and discontinued operations
in 1890.

In 1865 Lewis Wingert established afoundry at the present sSite of Bungaow Court to manufactureiron
columns for buildingsin Montpdlier and the surrounding towns (some of these columns -- marked with
the foundry’ s name -- are on display at the historica society facility a the fairgrounds, and others can be
seen in the storefronts of some downtown buildings). This foundry later manufactured and sold furnaces
under the trade name “Home Comfort.” Wingert's house at 301 South Jonesville Street was built in
1880, and a former foundry building survives on Monroe Street, now used as aresidence.

Asthe town began to grow an increasingly dense cluster of frame and brick structures dong Main
Street firmly established it as the heart of the downtown area. In the 1870s two genera stores were
edablished -- Oscar Lowry’sat 401 West Main Street, and Jacob Leu’ s across the street at 325
West Main. Leu's store burned in the 1890s.

In 1880 one of the first brick business blocks, the Badwin Block at 215-217 West Main Street, was
built by Joseph and Ambrose Baldwin, and incorporates locally-made cast iron columnsin the
gorefront. In that same year more than 50 houses were built in Montpelier. In spite of this remarkable
growth of the housing stock, an 1881 newspaper article Sated that at least 100 more new houses were
needed for families coming to work in the oar and handle factory. It was forces such asthis-- creation
of new enterprises and congtruction of homes for their workers -- that contributed to atripling of the
community’s population between 1880 and 1890, from about 400 to nearly 1,300 residents.

According to Goodspeed' s 1882 History of Williams County, Ohio, the vaue of grain, wool and
livestock markets, and of goods received and manufactured goods shipped, made Montpelier one of



the most important towns on the Wabash Railway line, which opened in 1881 and connected Detroit
and S. Louis.

Among the important brick blocks constructed during the 1880s were the Baldwin Blocks at 215-217
West Main and the Haggerty Block at 417 West Main Street. In 1881, Dr. Haggerty added another
brick block to the east which became the Haggerty Opera House. The same year, the impressive brick
block located at 220-224 West Main (southeast corner of Main and Empire) was built by Moores,
Louden, Foltz & Burlew. It housed drug stores, dry goods and numerous other businesses over the
years. The Letcher Block started the same year and was attached to the west of the Baldwin Blocks.

It was |eft uncompleted and was an eyesore for severad years until it was sold in 1883 and completed as
the Gamber Block. 1n 1887, the bank block was built at 302 West Main Street at the southwest corner
of Main And Empire, thereby establishing Main and Empire as the center of town. Between 1891 and
1897, nine brick buildings were constructed dong West Main Street.

By the turn of the 20" century, most of the frame commercid buildings had been replaced by more
subgtantia brick structures, and the business directory of the community had expanded in concert with
its physical development. Among the late 19" century businesses on Empire Street were Fink Brothers
Carriages (123 Empire); Brannon & Son Agricultural Implements; Franks Feed and Lumber
Company; Lantz Dressmaker; Cannon & Bundy Photographers, Wingert blacksmith; Jackson Tonsoria
(barber shop) and Bath; Shaffer Harness Shop; Donovan Millinery; Drs. Williams, Weitz & Hogue
offices, Hall's Bakery and Lunch Room; Zeiter’'s Livery; and the Lattanner Hotdl (221 Empire). Near
the depot (in the 600 block) were anumber of restaurants, the Wabash Saloon and three meat markets.

The Louden Opera House was located at the northwest corner of Main And Plait Streets with
Cranberry Run flowing benegth it. Built in 1884, it was a source of greet pridein Montpdlier until it was
destroyed by firein 1894. Madison Street (origind Main Street) also had hardware, cooper,
blacksmith and wagon shops.

Severd hotels were located near the depot. The closest was the Montpelier House a 415 Empire.
The Daniels Hotd, built in 1907, was located on west Side of Empire Street north of the depot and is
dill ganding. The Gause Hotel, later known as the Smith Hotel, was built in 1900 on the east Sde of
Empire Street north of the depot. 1t was destroyed by fire in the 1960s.

In the 1880s a stock company was formed to create the Montpelier Creamery, which was located in a
frame building at the northwest corner of Monroe and Water streets. In 1903 alarge frame structure
was built and later moved near the river. 1t was replaced in 1915 by the current brick building.



Montpelier' sfirst bank was Citizens Bank, located at 108 Empire, which was organized in 1882. By
1884, it was known as the Montpdier Banking Company, and it moved into a building at 215 West
Main for afew years until 1887 when the new brick building at 302 West Main Street was completed.
Today, known as the National Bank of Montpelier, it has continuously occupied the same building since
1887. The Farmers and Merchants Bank was established in 1889, but it merged with the Montpelier
Banking Company in 1890s, and the name Montpelier National Bank was adopted in 1900. In that
same year, the First National Bank was organized and was located at the southeast corner of Main and
Empire Strests.

Railroad Deve opment

Montpelier’ s railroad lines were the primary driving force behind its growth from amodest hamlet to a
bustling business and manufacturing center in the late 19th century. A period of only about 20 years --
1880 to the turn of the 20th century -- saw Montpelier grow from about 400 to nearly 1,900 residents.
The community’ s incorporation as a village occurred because it was anticipated that the town would be
on the line of a projected railroad. Its eventua location aong the Wabash Railroad and that line's later
expangon sarved to stimulate further industriad and population growth.  All measures of economic
activity, from house congtruction, to red estate plats, to business creation and expansion, to population
growth, were closgly tied to trangportation development.

In 1881 the Wabash, St. Louis & Pecific Railroad, which would later become the Wabash Railway,
opened for service through Montpelier. The origina Wabash line connected Detroit and St. Louis, but
the company expanded rapidly. By 1883, with completion of the Wabash's Montpelier-Chicago route,
Montpelier had become a junction point and was the focus of the eastern half of the Wabash's
operations.

In 1893 the railroad built alocomotive roundhouse on a 25-acre Ste south of downtown Montpelier,
near where the two rail linesjoined, and in 1895 the company built a new passenger depot. Some
sense of the importance the Wabash attached to Montpelier was indicated by the fact that the company
hired Theodore C. Link, architect of the great and just-completed St. Louis Union Station, to design the
new depot. Montpdier’s depot was, unfortunately, demolished in 1982 by the Rallroad dthough there
were efforts by the loca hitorica society to saveit.

Asthe century turned, Montpelier’ simportance to the railroad grew. In 1901 anew line to Toledo was
completed, and the community now was at the crossing of two mgor through rall lines. The resultant
rall traffic increases by 1906 made it necessary to build asted viaduct over the tracks dong the line of
Platt Street. That structure in turn was replaced by the present one in 1962.



Schools and Churches

In 1874 a new two-story school was built at 320 South Monroe Street, and in 1881 another was built
next door, later becoming Montpelier High School. By 1887 Montpdier’ s rapid population growth
required alarger school building, so the community built the Union School, which was consdered to be
“out in the country” at the time; this building received an addition in 1902. After the new high school was
built in 1915, Union School was used as the e ementary schoal. It was demolished 1939 and replaced
by the Platt Street Primary School, now known as Robert A. Storrer Elementary.

Among Montpdier’ s rdigious congregations, the Methodist Episcopa Church was an early one, having
been organized in 1839. The congregation built its first church in 1870; the present . Paul’s Church
was built in 1892. The parsonage to the south dates from 1893-94; and there were additions and
dterations to the church in the 1950s.

The Lutherans had come to the area as early asthe 1850s. St. John's Lutheran Church was organized
in 1867; in 1879 the congregation purchased alot and built aframe church. Prior to 1900, services at
this church werein German. The origind frame church is now the east wing of &. Paul’s Methodist
Church which faces Wayne Street.

In 1869 the United Brethren built a church in the 300 block of South Jonesville Street on the west Sde
of the street. In the 1890s the congregation split and each branch built a new building; the one at the
northwest corner of Broad and Lawrence streets is the Central United Brethren Church, and the 1893
United Brethren Church is at the northeast corner of Jefferson and Empire streets. It later became the
Church of the Nazarene -- now the House of Prayer.

In 1886 the First Presbyterian Church was organized in Louden’sHall. This congregation’s 1887

church was built on Washington Street $1,800; in 1936 an addition known as the “ Firesde Room” was
added. The congregation built a new church in 1960.

Public |mprovements

Various additions to Montpdier’s community infrastructure were put in place during the last two
decades of the 19" century. In 1881 mail messenger service was established between the post office
and the railroad depot. The fire department was established in 1881, and in 1895 village voters



approved ingallation of eectric lights and congtruction of awaterworks; in December of that year, 30
arc lamps were turned on for the firgt time, bringing the eectric age to Montpelier.

The current town hal was built in 1892 and in 1902 rurd mail ddivery began.

The Montpelier Hospitd, the town’ sfirst, was located at 415 Empire Street in 1904.

Communications

In 1880 the Montpelier Enterprise wasfirst published, and in 1839 the Montpelier Leader began
publication. In 1881 the Short Line Telegraph Company ingdled its linesin Montpelier, and in 1897
the village council granted the United Teephone Company the right to erect and maintain poles and lines
inthevillage

Sociad Deve opments

AsMontpelier’s population grew, so did its socia networks and organizations. Societies and lodges
representative of a settled and permanent community rapidly increased in number in the late 19"
century, lending a socid and cultura depth and richness to what Hill was only a young community.

In 1883 Montpelier became the first community in Ohio to adopt prohibition, whilein 1834 the Ladies
Higtoricad Society was formed to pursue generd and literary studies -- though with a25- member limit.
In 1885, the Society formed asmdl library at Miller’s Bakery.

1888 saw the founding of the Women's Relief Corps, established to aid military veterans. The WRC,
was an auxiliary of the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR), the organization formed to assst the
nation’ s rapidly aging population of Civil War veterans. The GAR building, built in 1894 a 303 West
Main Street, had aMemorid Hal on the upper floor and business space below.

Population Figures

Montpelier’ s population growth figures can be correlated with mgor events such as the opening of the
fird railroad line; the influx of businesses and industry following the railroad’ s completion; and expanson
of the railroad and its fadilitiesin the late 19" and early 20" centuries.



The 1870 census did not, of course, list Montpelier sinceit had not yet been incorporated. By 1880 the
young Vvillage had 405 residents. The effect of the railroad in the following decade could be seen in the
1890 census figure of 1,293, which by 1900 had further grown to 1,869.

By the turn of the 20th century, then, Montpelier had progressed from araw settlement around a water-
powered mill to awdl-established community with a sound economic base and vitd trangportation links
to other parts of the county, region, and state. In addition to serving its resident population, Montpelier
served as the market town and primary trading center for abusy and prosperous rura population within
aradius of seven to ten miles. The community had built anew Town Hal on the origind Public Square

in 1892, giving it asense of pride and identity.

The town’'s physicd character and architecture reflected its steady economic progress and population
growth. The downtown area, focused on Main Street between Monroe and Broad and extending a
block south dong Empire, had become a densaly-devel oped commercia didtrict.

The spotty mix of commercia and resdentia buildings, often separated by not-yet-devel oped lots, had
given way to the traditiond continuous streetscape of Sde-by Sde commercid buildings, dl of which
shared a common setback and smilar height and scae but which were otherwise digtinctive and varied.
Employing materials such as brick, stone, terra cotta, wood, sheet metd, and cast iron, Montpelier’s
downtown buildings covered the range of late 19th century styles, from Italianate Commercid to High
Victorian styles and the beginnings of reviva styles such as Renaissance Revivd, Neo-Classica Revivd,
and touches of Colonia Revival. Mogt dated from the 1880s and 1890s, but many were from each
decade from 1900 to 1930. Taken together, these buildings represented a haf-century of invetment in
the heart of Montpelier.

In the nearby residentid areas, which were primarily south of Main Street but which extended allittle
north as well, the community’s resdentid architecture aso reflected the passage of time and the
progress of the town’sfortunes. Prosperous businessmen built large, impressive housesin the latest
gyles such as Queen Anne and Colonid Revivd, clustered primarily on South Jonesville and Empire
dreets. Between and among these “landmark” homes were many other more modest residential
gructures, some in earlier syles such as Itdianate, but many of them smple and Surdy vernacular
structures with no pretensonsto style.

Beyond the resdentia areas, primarily dong the railroad, were the various industrid enterprises that
underpinned the community’ s prosperity. From foundry work to motor truck manufacture to railroading
and its associated crafts, these enterprises assured a well-paid, steadily-employed population.



Among those credited with designing and/or building Montpelier structures during this period were:
architects W. C. Ma comson (Montpelier Banking Company, 214 West Main Street, 1887) and W. D.
Davis (Wingard Building, 314-326 West Main Street, 1903); and builders W.S. Boon (303-305 West
Main Street, 1895), Joseph and Ambrose Baldwin (Baldwin Block, 215-217 West Main Stredt,

1880), and Samuel Martin (Town Hall, 1892; 327 Empire Street, ¢. 1880; and 321 Empire Strest, C.
1900).

The Wabash Railway Y ears, 1908-1950

A mgjor simulus for population growth and expangon of the business environment was due to
additional investment by the Wabash Railroad during the first two decades of the 20" century. 1n 1908
the Wabash repair shops were moved to Montpelier from Ashley, Indiana. More importantly, the
Wabash' s divison offices were moved to Montpelier in 1917.  J.D. Hill, loca atorney for the Wabash
Railway Company, is credited with bringing both the shops and the divison heedquarters to Montpelier.

The divison offices were origindly located above the Farmers and Merchants Bank, but in 1936 these
offices moved into new space adjacent to the passenger depot in the south end of town; one of the
raillroad structures associated with this period remains slanding. The influx of railroad employees caused
by the move of the divison officesto Montpdier had a Sgnificant effect upon the village' s physicd
appearance -- it dimulated extensive congtruction of new housing -- and upon itslevel of economic
adtivity.

Thefirst two decades on the 20" century, when the railroad facilities underwent magjor expansion, saw a
doubling of the population from 1,869 in 1900 to 3,708 in 1920.

Busness and Indudtrid Devedopment

In 1909, ayear following the relocation of the Wabash repair shops to Montpelier, the Farmers &
Merchants State Savings Bank was organized and chartered in 1910. The bank began operating in the
Samud Martin Building on the south sde of Main Street. In 1917 the bank moved to anew building a
225 W. Main Street. 1n 1916 the First Nationa Bank and the Montpelier National Bank consolidated,
keeping the name of the latter.

In 1917-18, the same year the Wabash division offices moved to town, Len Lantz and Roy Rundell
built Bungalow Court off the west Sde of Monroe Street at Jefferson. They dso converted anearby
foundry building into gpartments, a building that serves the same roletoday. Electrification of industry
and location of ral facilities toward the south end of town facilitated a move away from the traditiona



industrid area dong the St. Joseph River and conversion of former industria land to other uses,
primarily resdentid.

The Winzedler Stamping Company began in Bryan in 1919 and moved to Montpelier in 1923. The
company produced meta stampings to replace bentwood dowe sin wicker furniture. In the 1970s the
company made avariety of samped metal products, and it remains in business today asamgjor loca
employer, located on the south sde of town.

In the early 1920s Al Krider added a concrete block addition to the west Sde of his engine shop at the
southwest corner of Main and Monroe streets for the City Dairy, a structure that has since been
demolished.

The Kaufman Thester was congtructed in 1929 at 205 West Main Street. The Paramount Theater
dated from 1936 and was a 218 West Main Street. Other early theatersincluded the Colonid, the
Empire and the Pastime; the latter was located at 312 West Main Street.

In the 1920s the City Mills ceased operation and were torn down for a housing development known as
Storrer Court (the Storrer brothers were the last owners of the mill). This development further
represented the trend toward residential development of former industrid land.

In 1929 Lloyd and Boyd Clark established the Montpelier Canning Factory on East Wabash Avenue.
Thisfadility canned hand- packed tomatoes and operated only between August and October. During
that time it employed 150 people, and many women only worked during those months and looked
forward to the extraincome each year. In the off-season, Lloyd was a sationary boiler man for the
Wabash Railway, and Boyd served as aMontpdlier village commissioner. The canning plant closed in
1947 and was demolished in 1970; where it ood is now the site of a public housing project.

Some industries established during this period are dtill in operation today including: Hause (machine
shop), from 1942 and located at 809 South Pleasant; Robinair (air conditioning components),
established in 1959 at 1224 Robinair Way; Hellers (wood library furniture) at 201 W. Wabash Avenue,
dating from 1906; Powers (machine shop), which began in 1933 a 410 West Main Street and moved
to anew building in an industrid park in 1989; and Richmond Machines (auto steering gear arms),
founded in 1940 and built a new factory in 1967 east of town at the corner of Main Street and Airport
Road.

Schools and Churches




In this time period there was some further development of church and schoal facilitiesin Montpdier. In
1908 the First Church of Christ built a chapel on land just south of the present church. In 1938, the
house on the corner was moved to the chapel location to become the parsonage as it remains today.
The chapd was moved to the corner |ocation where the house had been. A new church, incorporating
the chapel, was then constructed.

In 1915 the community selected the 300 block of East Main Street as the location for anew high
school. After completion of the new school, the Union School was used as the e ementary school. In
1939 the old Union School was demolished and an addition was built on the high school. The addition,
aWPA project, was designed by Toledo architect Carl Britch and included the gymnasium.

Public |mprovements

Street paving began during the second decade of the 20" century. In 1911 Main and Empire streets
were paved with brick. By 1916-17, Montpelier became the first community in Williams County to use
asphdt paving. Thefirg streets paved were Jonesville, Washington, Broad, North Monroe, Court and
East Avenue. The gradua spread of paved streets and roadsin this period led directly to arapid
increase in auto ownership and an equally rapid decline in public -- primarily rall -- transportation.
Today, none of the brick street paving isvisible.

The Wertz/Hogue Hospital was located at 211 West Washington Street and Dr. Wertz's started his
hospital at 314 N. Pleasant Street, in 1909, later moving it to 315 Empire. The W.S. Boone residence
at 335 Empire became the Hogue Hospital and has been afunerd home since 1932.  Williams County
Genera Hospital, located at 909 Snyder Avenue, opened in 1952. 1t is now combined with the Bryan
Hogpital and known as the Community Hospitals of Williams County.

During the 1920s the G.A.R. building housed asmdl library; in 1927 the firgt official Montpelier Public
Library opened in aroom in the high school. The library later moved to a downtown building, where it
remained until anew library building was congtructed in 1958 and completely renovated to the present
structure in 1985.

In 1940 the village passed a $36,000 bond issue to construct a public swimming pool. However,
World War 11 soon interfered, and the pool was not built until 1957 on Platt Street.

Socid/Fraternd Organizations




In 1908 the Montpelier Masonic Lodge was established. 1ts temple was built at the northeast corner of
Empire & Washington streetsin 1912.

The Comfort Club held its first meeting on March 13, 1913. It was dedicated to lending a helping hand
when needed and promoting good will in the community. Members visited the sick, sewed and knitted
for the Red Cross, and planted a garden at Riverside Cemetery.

Montpelier Grange was formed in 1916 and had itsfirgt exhibit at the Williams County Fair in 1918,
The Grange Hall was in amoved and remodeled church building on Brown Road. Other early 20"
century organizationsincluded Profit and Pleasure Club in 1916, which made quilts and presented them
to one of its members, and the Montpelier Community Garden Club in 1930. This organization helped
to landscape the Williams County Genera Hospitd, the Public Library and the Williams County
Fairgrounds.

In 1930 the G.A.R. was disbanded, but the WRC continued in existence. 1n 1931 the Study Club was
formed by young women to discuss various topics and to disseminate knowledge among its members.

A smilar organization, the Crescent Study Club formed in 1935 with 25 members to pursue culturd and
educationd interests; 1945 it joined the Ohio Federation of Women's Clubs.

Concluson

At the middle of the 20th century, Montpelier did not ook significantly different from how it looked at
the century’ s start. It was somewhat larger: population had hit just over 3,700 in 1920 and in the next
half-century or so would rise about another 1,300; but clearly most of the community’s population
growth had dready occurred. There was physical expansion, primarily the resdentia development of
the area south of therailroad, and also to the east. However, Montpelier was much asit had been for
many decades. Its heart still was the busy downtown core of densely-built commercid buildings, and
this core till was the daily destination of people from within and from outside the community for a
variety of busness activities. The pleasant resdential neighborhoods had seen some change -- the wide
use of Bungdow style and Bungdow-inspired designs was one of the most obvious occurrences since
the century’s start -- but these and other newly-built homes blended in well and quickly became part of
the residential streetscape.

In the nearly 50 additiond years snce mid-century, change has continued to come dowly.

Montpelier remains a true destination for the daily activities of many people. It has avoided much of the
edge-area development that has sapped the strength of so many communities, and as aresult its
downtown core remains unusudly vitd. There have been losses of historic structures such asthe



railroad depot and some early commercid buildings, but the downtown core survives remarkably intact
and gtill communicates a sense of the busy and prosperous years around the turn of the 20th century and
just efter.

The sameistrue in the resdentid neighborhoods. Mogt of large, impressive high-style homes have been
purchased and rehabilitated in recent years, and the housing stock generaly is wel-maintained and
consgs primarily of early 20th century buildings, with occasond late 19th century structures
interspersed.

Taken together, Montpelier’s commercid and residentid didtricts, together with historic places such as
the Williams County Fairgrounds and the rlaively unspoiled farmlands il at the edge of town, retain
the character and physica presence of a sdf-reiant late 19th century Midwestern community. That
character lives today, reflecting pride in the past and confidence in the future.

G. Geographical Data

The Multiple Property Documentation form for the Historic and Architectural Resources of Montpelier,
Ohio 1875-1950 encompasses the entire incorporated area of the community. These boundaries
include al of the historic and architectura resources associated with the contexts included in the
nomingtion.

H. Summary of Identification and Evaluation M ethods

The Montpelier Multiple Property Documentation Nationa Register nomination was initiated by the
Montpelier Village Homes Association, in an effort to identify and protect the historic resources in the
community. The organization origindly planned to nominate a single higtoric didtrict to the Nationa
Register. However, upon review by a historic preservation consultant, it was decided that while there
are anumber of significant buildings in the community they are widdly spaced and do not lend
themsdalvesto a hitoric digtrict designation. The exception to thisis the downtown areawhichisa
compact and cohesive collection of late 19" and early 20" century commercia structures.

The higtoric preservation consultants met with representatives of the Ohio Historic Preservation Office
to determine the best course of action to identify and nominate multiple properties to the Nationd
Regigter of Historic Places. 1t was decided that the Multiple Property Documentation form was the
most efficient and effective way to assst the community in nominating properties in the future,



Higtoric preservation consultants have worked with the Montpdlier Village Homes Association for two
years to gather loca history and conduct awindshield survey of the community to identify possble
property types. The consultants aso reviewed previous survey work (Ohio Higtoric Inventory forms
from the late 1970s to the early 1990s) and the 1984 Survey Report prepared by Sandra Davies, a
gaff member of the Ohio Higtoric Preservation Office. An outline of the Multiple Property
Documentation Form, with property types identified, was reviewed by both the Ohio Historic
Preservation Office and the Montpelier Village Homes Association before the nomination was written.

The evduation criteriafor each property type was developed based on the number of surviving
resources in each property type and their condition and leve of integrity. That is, if asurviving example

of aproperty type was very rare, then the criteria dlowed for more flexibility in evduating the leve of
integrity. For resources with many surviving examples, the requirements for listing were more stringent.
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