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 We chose the topic “John Roebling Suspension Bridge” because we believe that 

it is something that has significant value to our city, Cincinnati, Ohio, yet we often 

overlook it in our everyday lives. This innovative bridge had an impact on both 

engineering and bridge-building. Roebling’s innovative use of suspension cables led to 

the construction of bigger bridges over wider bodies of water such as the Brooklyn 

Bridge in New York and the Akashi Kaikyo Bridge in Japan (the longest bridge in the 

world). 

 We chose to do a documentary because we already had experience in this 

category in last year’s National History Day competition.  Also, we thought that was the 

optimal presentation style for this subject.  Once we decided on our topic, we visited our 

local library to find books related to the bridge.  We wrote separate research papers and 

compiled bibliographies.  Later, we combined this information to create our storyboard. 

We visited the Cincinnati Historical Society Library to find sources from the time period; 

most of these were primary sources including building reports and old newspaper 

articles.  

 Matt’s Dad drove us along Route 8 in northern Kentucky so we could make a 

digital video of the river, choosing a rural area where there were no modern buildings.  

Later, we walked and drove across the Suspension Bridge for more scenes for the 

documentary.   

We interviewed Mr. Ralph Wolff from the Covington and Cincinnati Suspension 

Bridge Committee of Kentucky and Mr. David Tomley, the chief engineer for KZF 

Design, an engineering company in Cincinnati. Then, using our storyboard we recorded 



our narration and timed it to make sure it fit within the regulation limit. Once the 

recording was completed, we added maps, pictures and music.  Finally, we added the 

video clips we had recorded and parts of our interviews.  

   After the regional competition we revised our video, process paper and 

bibliography.  After the state competition, we continued our search for more primary 

sources.  We returned to the Cincinnati Historical Society and found additional building 

reports and a list of bonds which were issued to fund the bridge. We exchanged e-mails 

with one of our interviewees, Mr. Wolff, who sent us a list of books and gave us a copy 

of a report written by John Roebling. We also visited the Behringer-Crawford Museum in 

Kentucky and the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet office in Covington, where we saw 

original documents pertaining to the bridge.  

 The “Roebling Suspension Bridge” includes all aspects of the National History 

Day Topic, Innovation in History: Impact and Change. This bridge was an innovation in 

construction using cables for support.  It impacted the lives of people in southern Ohio 

and northern Kentucky by making business and social interactions easier.  Roebling’s 

bridge changed the style of bridge-building and became the inspiration for the Brooklyn 

Bridge and other memorable suspension bridges in the world. The techniques which 

John Roebling used to build this bridge are still in use today, one hundred and fifty 

years later.  
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