When it came time for me to pick a topic to research for National History Day, | was
baffled. Then, I remembered a story my mom used to tell about her experience during a junior
year abroad in the UK. While traveling in Northern Ireland during the 1980’s, she was stopped in
a security line while entering a shopping mall because the container of lip balm in her coat
pocket resembled the size and shape of a grenade. Prior to hearing the story, | had always
perceived Ireland as a peaceful haven of rolling green hills. However, my mom’s story opened
my eyes to the century-old conflict that has ridden Ireland for generations. As | embarked on my
research, | knew | wanted to focus on prominent women of the “Irish Troubles.” In my
preliminary research, I came across the work of Bernadette Devlin and Betty Williams. | had
found two extraordinary women who came from similar backgrounds but subsequently formed
distinct and conflicting views. | had found the perfect topic.

As | began my research, | was daunted by my ignorance of the Northern Irish Troubles.
So, | started by educating myself on the details of the struggle through secondary sources. After
becoming more familiar with the background information, | could begin to develop a sense of
Williams’ and Devlin’s positions through the use of primary sources. In choosing a 20" century
topic, | have had the advantage of access to a multitude of primary sources. Reading microfilm
copies of newspapers from the 1970’s allowed me to experience the same coverage of events that
inspired Williams and Devlin. Video footage of Bernadette Devlin and Betty Williams has given
me a fresh take on their demeanors, as well as their views. Lastly, | had the incredible honor of
personally interviewing both Betty Williams and Bernadette Devlin through email. | was able to
gather important insights into their personal accounts and opinions. | cannot begin to express the
thrill of having the opportunity to hear a personal account of the events I share in my

performance from the two women themselves.



The process of creating my National History Day project began with my choice of
individual performance as my presentation category. | think that individual performance is a
unique and effective way of recounting history. Over the millennia of human existence, the
world has seen countless incredible stories of extraordinary people. By doing an individual
performance, | have the honor and opportunity to share one of these stories with others; and that
is why | chose to do an individual performance. | have been incredibly moved by the story of
these two extraordinary women, and | feel that an individual performance is the optimal way to
share it with others.

As | express in my script, the debate between Williams and Devlin is not in any way a
literal debate in which the parties are given the opportunity to share opening statements and
counter-arguments. Instead, “Podiums for Passion and Peace” tells the story of a debate which
has marked the history of civilization for generations. In times of conflict and war, populations
have been faced with the decision to act on behalf of peace or justice. Betty Williams and
Bernadette Devlin are just one pair among many great characters is history who have played an
active role in this debate. They stand alongside Dr. Martin Luther King and Malcolm X, along
Nelson Mandela and Steven Biko as heroes who have made their arguments for nonviolence and

justice.
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