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Process Paper

Living near Newport, Kentucky and Cincinnati, Ohio we have always been
exposed to the rich brewing histories of these cities. That led us to the topic of
Prohibition, which greatly affected the area in which we live. The more we began
to research Prohibition, the more interesting it became until we finally decided to
make it our History Day topic.

First we took a trip to the Cincinnati Public Library gathering books,
magazines, and newspaper articles about Prohibition. We also found many
helpful websites on the subject. Then, we took a trip to the Anti-Saloon League
Museum in Westerville, Ohio. There, we interviewed a historian, Beth Weinhardt,
who helped us accumulate many primary resources, including posters and flyers
from the time period. Next, we interviewed a history teacher, Mr. Mac Cooley, in
Newport, Kentucky. He is a Prohibition expert and gives tours focused on the
time of Prohibition in northern Kentucky. Mr. Cooley introduced us to George
Remus, a notorious, local bootlegger who became a character in our drama. Our
most important sources were the newspaper articles that we found in the public
library, which gave us information about Wayne Wheeler, Al Capone and George
Remus. After the State competition we continued our research and interviewed
Professor Dick Gruber of Xavier University about the relevance of our topic today.

We started our drama by showing the two sides of the debate, those who
advocated “The Noble Experiment” and those who felt Prohibition was a “Blow at
Personal Liberty.” Then a newsboy enters, selling the daily paper in Newport,

Kentucky, in 1920, on the day Prohibition became a law. A German Cincinnatian



becomes angry about the news; he feels that Prohibition will destroy the area’s
rich brewing industry. Wayne Wheeler, maybe the most famous Prohibitionist of
all time, debates the value of prohibition with the German brewer. Scene 2
begins in Chicago, lllinois, in 1925, with Max as an undercover cop working as a
bartender in a speakeasy. This lets us introduce Al Capone and George Remus,
major characters in bootlegging, showing one of the failures brought on by
Prohibition. Back in Newport, Kentucky, in 1934, after the repeal of Prohibition, a
blackjack dealer, and a customer, debate the successes and failures of
Prohibition.

Prohibition was one of the most debated issues in American history. It led to
numerous failures, consequences and some successes for the people and
organizations involved. The passing of the 18th Amendment itself was a
diplomatic act. Prohibition, the banning of the use and processing of alcohol,
was repealed by the ratification of the 21st Amendment. That failure
demonstrated the impossibility of legislating what people may drink. Prohibition
relates to the modern scene with the current debate about legalizing certain
drugs. The government couldn’t restrict alcohol. Can they restrict drugs?
Prohibition’s debated history, legacy and debate live on in current Americans’
lives, and very much fit the theme of Debate and Diplomacy in History:
Successes, Failures, and Consequences.
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Pamphlets and Flyers:

“Daily Drinking Impaired Memory.” Copyright, 1913 by Scientific Temperance
Federation: Boston, Massachusetts. American Issue Publishing Company:
Westerville, Ohio. Collection of the  Anti-Saloon League Museum,
Westerville, Ohio.
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future patients. Mr Franklin was trying to sell a copy of the list of his
customers to the sanatorium.
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River, because it resembled the vineyards back home. By 1840,
Cincinnati's German heritage had become so large that city ordinances
were printed in German and English. Germans were completely
devastated when Prohibition became a law.
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Interviews:

Cooley, Mac. Personal Interview. High school History Teacher. December 7,
2010.
Mr. Cooley is a high school teacher who specializes in American history. He
also gives history tours of Newport and Cincinnati based on themes such as
gangsters, Civil War, and Prohibition. During our interview with him we
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really good history of the Anti-Saloon League. She also provided us with
some posters and flyers from the Prohibition Era.
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wrecked Cincinnati’s rich brewing industry, and the Germans took most of
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110ct. 2010.
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Amendment was passed. It explained how Capone (also known as Al
Capone or Scarface) left school at sixth grade after a string of violent acts
and became a member of the street gang led by Johnny Torrio and Lucky
Luciano. To escape being arrested for a murder he committed, Capone

escaped to Chicago where he and Torrio began to take over the alcohol
industry.
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who became legends in the shady history of Newport such as George
Remus. Remus is a character in our drama.
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<http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/entry.php?rec=544>.

We learned about Prohibition in Ohio in this article. It mentioned how
women were the main anti-alcohol people. Women were upset with their
husbands for spending too much money on alcohol. It helped us
incorporate local news into our topic. Some people mentioned were John
D. Rockefeller, Rudy Baker, and Wayne Wheeler.

"Prohibition People and Terms - ProhibitionRepeal.com.” ProhibitionRepeal.com

Home. N.p., n.d. Web. 11 Oct. 2010.
<http://www.prohibitionrepeal.com/history/people.asp>.
This was a great article about different terms and people. Did you know
the term “whale” meant “heavy drinker?” We used some of these terms
and people as a guideline to narrowing down our topic. It also included
the debate between men and women about Prohibition.

Rosenberg, Jennifer “Prohibition” 20th Century History 11 Oct 2010
http://history1900s.about.com/0d/1920s/p/prohibition.htm.
This website was a great introduction to Prohibition. It included many
important things, like the dates (1920-1933), the basics of Prohibition (a
law prohibiting alcohol), and some of the places where it was most
debated and life changing such as Chicago. It also included really good
information about the debate between the gangsters (the people who
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This article focused more on the aspects of organized crime that were a
result of Prohibition. This was ironic considering that one of the main
reasons for Prohibition, the article states, was to reduce violence caused
by alcohol consumption.

“1920’s Prohibition.” 1920-30.comOct.2010.http://www.192030.com/prohibition?>.
This article contained a basic summary of the conflicts and debates about
Prohibition such as prohibitionist movements and laws passed to enforce
it. It also included interesting information about how the system was
corrupted; for instance, the law stated that ships threemiles off American
coastlines were able to stock alcohol. That was an easy way for
bootleggers to gain access to their product.
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